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Welcome	  to	  the	  Syracuse	  City	  School	  District	  2015-‐16	  Budget	  online	  Question	  &	  Answer	  site.	  
We	  appreciate	  the	  community’s	  passionate	  support	  for	  education	  of	  the	  students	  of	  the	  
Syracuse	  City	  School	  District.	  	  

	  

	  Homeless	  Students	  

1. Question	  /	  Comment:	   I	  suggest	  that	  the	  budget	  allocate	  sufficient	  funds	  to	  address	  the	  
learning	  challenges	  facing	  pupils	  who	  are	  homeless.	  	  	  
	  

Answer:	  	   First	  of	  all,	  thank	  you	  for	  advocating	  on	  behalf	  of	  students	  who	  may	  otherwise	  
not	  have	  a	  community	  voice	  to	  represent	  their	  needs.	  

Experiencing	  Homelessness	  is	  defined	  in	  NYS	  as	  “lacking	  a	  nighttime	  residence	  that	  is	  fixed,	  regular	  
and	  adequate.”	  	  	  	  The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act is federal legislation 
that discusses the public education of children and youth experiencing homelessness. Under 
McKinney-Vento and state law, students are considered homeless if they lack a nighttime 
residence that is fixed, regular, and adequate. Examples of temporary housing explicitly include: 

• Sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, economic hardship or other similar 
reason 

• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camping grounds 
• Living in emergency or transitional shelters 
• Abandoned in hospitals 
• Awaiting foster care placement 
• Living a in public or private place not designed for sleeping 
• Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, bus or train stations, etc. 
• Migratory living in circumstances described above 

Source: http://www.nysteachs.org/info-topic/eligibility.html 
	  

The	  Syracuse	  City	  School	  District	  participates	  in	  the	  McKinney	  Vento	  Federal	  Funding	  program.	  The	  
District	  provides	  free	  lunches	  and	  transportation	  to	  students	  who	  are	  identified	  as	  temporarily	  
housed	  or	  “homeless”	  under	  the	  McKinney-‐Vento	  Act	  definition.	  	  In	  addition,	  the	  district	  screens	  
incoming	  children	  and	  parents	  at	  the	  time	  of	  enrollment	  and	  have	  an	  opportunity	  to	  self-‐identify	  
their	  living	  situation;	  	  permanently	  housed,	  living	  in	  a	  shelter,	  unaccompanied	  youth	  (entering	  
without	  a	  guardian),	  living	  in	  hotels/motels,	  doubled	  up	  with	  other	  families,	  awaiting	  foster	  care,	  or	  
other	  situations.	  	  	  The	  District	  fast-‐tracks	  enrollment	  of	  homeless	  students	  to	  ensure	  that	  they	  are	  
provided	  education	  and	  meals	  while	  necessary	  forms	  and	  information	  is	  gathered.	  As	  students	  or	  
families	  request	  a	  change	  of	  address	  at	  the	  school	  level,	  the	  change	  of	  address	  form	  provides	  
another	  opportunity	  to	  disclose	  housing	  situations	  and	  needs.	  



Syracuse	  City	  School	  District	  2015-‐16	  Proposed	  Budget	  
Question	  &	  Answer	  

March	  2015	  Online	  Questions	  
	  

2015-‐16	  Budget	  Q	  &	  A	  	   Page	  2	  
	  

	  Currently	  the	  combined	  SCSD	  budget	  for	  homeless	  children	  is	  $70,000.	  	  	  The	  Title	  I	  budget	  sets	  
aside	  $10,000.00	  annually	  to	  support	  homeless	  students	  that	  include	  after	  school	  programming	  and	  
tutoring.	  	  The	  District	  has	  received	  a	  $60,000	  sub-‐grant	  from	  NYSED	  to	  support	  the	  District’s	  
McKinney	  Vento	  students.	  	  We	  are	  completing	  the	  second	  year	  of	  a	  3	  year	  grant	  ending	  June	  30,	  
2016.	  

	  This	  grant	  provides	  a	  Salvation	  Army	  shelter	  liaison	  to	  work	  with	  the	  high	  schools	  to	  assist	  in	  the	  
identification	  of	  students	  who	  may	  be	  living	  in	  shelters	  that	  the	  schools	  may	  not	  be	  aware	  of.	  	  The	  
cross	  checking	  within	  schools	  allows	  us	  to	  verify	  or	  change	  addresses	  if	  necessary,	  to	  designate	  
students	  as	  “homeless”	  with	  the	  Registration	  Center,	  and	  to	  connect	  the	  student	  with	  a	  support	  staff	  
person.	  	  The	  liaison	  is	  to	  provide	  resources	  to	  the	  schools	  such	  as	  signage,	  information,	  	  where	  to	  
find	  specific	  services	  within	  the	  community,	  getting	  students	  connected	  to	  social	  services	  if	  
necessary,	  ensuring	  identification	  of	  students,	  meeting	  with	  students	  to	  ensure	  they	  are	  aware	  of	  
the	  resources	  available	  to	  them.	  	  	  	  

	  In	  addition,	  each	  school	  is	  allotted	  $500	  to	  purchase	  school	  supplies,	  under	  garments,	  socks,	  and	  
clothes	  to	  wear	  to	  school,	  mittens,	  hats,	  coats,	  and	  boots	  –	  whatever	  the	  parents	  indicate	  their	  child	  
needs	  to	  attend	  school.	  	  This	  equates	  to	  approximately	  $45	  per	  student.	  It	  is	  not	  a	  lot	  of	  money,	  but	  
those	  kids	  in	  shelters,	  or	  on	  their	  own,	  or	  who	  have	  lost	  everything	  due	  to	  having	  to	  flee	  dangerous	  
situations,	  or	  who	  have	  had	  a	  fire,	  the	  parents	  are	  most	  appreciative.	  	  	  Funds	  have	  been	  accessed	  to	  
pay	  for	  advanced	  courses	  or	  materials	  for	  labs	  that	  students	  may	  need.	  	  	  The	  students	  identified	  as	  
McKinney	  Vento	  who	  will	  graduate	  from	  high	  school	  at	  the	  end	  of	  each	  year,	  have	  access	  to	  funds	  
that	  support	  their	  “senior	  dues”,	  which	  allows	  the	  students	  access	  as	  their	  permanently	  housed	  
peers,	  to	  typical	  graduation	  activities	  including	  cap/gown,	  senior	  dinners,	  and	  a	  yearbook.	  

If	  we	  find	  that	  families	  and	  community	  members	  have	  identified	  the	  need	  for	  other	  services	  or	  gaps	  
within	  our	  current	  program,	  the	  district	  re-‐allocates	  funds,	  and	  work	  to	  close	  the	  gap	  with	  the	  funds	  
we	  currently	  have	  access	  to.	  Specific	  questions	  on	  McKinney	  Vento	  or	  homeless	  student	  services	  
can	  be	  directed	  to	  Debra	  Montroy,	  Coordinator	  for	  Student	  Support	  Services	  dmontroy@scsd.us	  


