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Assessment Policy
The Meachem Elementary School Mission: 

“Our mission is to empower learners with engaging holistic experiences that will prepare them for global success.”

Philosophy:
· The purpose of assessment is to improve classroom instruction and therefore support and encourage student learning through feedback on the learning process.
· Students should receive timely feedback on assessments that outline what their next steps should be.
· Assessment should promote consistency of expectations and implementation of student learning.
· Summative and formative assessments are integral to the teaching and learning process.
· Students should be allowed to revise and/or retake formative assessments.

Role of the student:
· Understand the skills and criteria for assessment
· Understand areas in need of growth
· Take responsibility for personal goal setting
· Use self-assessment and reflection to improve performance
Role of the teacher: 
· Follow school wide assessment policy
· Use assessment to differentiate instruction
· Clearly define assessment criteria, and provide clear and timely feedback
· Self-assess, reflect and improve upon instruction and assessments
· Use a variety of assessment strategies
· Engage students in the assessment process
· Inform the learning community of assessments and results 
Role of the family: 
· Be knowledgeable of school policies on assessment and dates
· Maintain open communication with teachers regarding assessments
· Attend data conferences, parent/teacher conferences, and Academic Parent Teacher Team events to support students in reaching academic and personal goals
· Encourage reflection of academic performance, IB learner profile and approaches to learning 


Types of Assessment:
· Summative Assessment – Summative Assessments are designed to measure student understanding of the knowledge, concepts, and skills acquired within a unit of inquiry. Students complete summative tasks after completing a unit of inquiry to show understanding. Summative tasks may have a designed rubric, checklist, or clear grading continuum.
· Student goal setting and reflection 
· Student portfolios 
· End of Unit/Module Tests 
· Student-selected Learning Projects 
· Presentations or performances  
· Essays/Reports  
· Labs/Investigations
· Exhibition

· Formative Assessment – Formative assessments monitor student understanding throughout instruction to allow for adjustments needed in the process of teaching and learning. These assessments are informative and reflective for both teacher and student and help both determine the next steps needed to understand the lines of inquiry that will ultimately allow for success in the summative tasks. Formal and Informal Assessments (including but not limited to): 
· Anecdotal notes 
· Observations 
· Checklist 
· Open-ended Tasks 
· Performance Tasks 
· Tests/Quizzes 
· Student Interviews 
· Classroom Discussions/Accountable Talk
· Writing Samples 
· Self-Reflection 
· Rubrics 
· Interviews 
· Gallery Walks
· Exit/entrance tickets
· Visible Learning Strategies

· Approaches to Learning (ATL) Skills provide valuable support in developing the learning attributes students can use throughout their lives.  ATL skills help students “learn how to learn.”  Strategies for developing these skills are shared with students and feedback on their progress is communicated formally and informally.
· ATL skills are organized under five headings:
· Communication
· Social
· Self-management
· Research
· Thinking

· Mandatory Assessment – all teachers are required to administer certain assessments per district and state guidelines. These include:
· NYS ELA and Math 3-8 assessments
· NYS 5th grade Science Exam
· NWEA Reading and Math
· Benchmark and Diagnostic Assessments (DIBELS, SCSD)
· Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PreK)
· ESI/P Screener (PreK)

Communication of our Assessment Policy: 
· School Website
· Parent/Family Handbook
· Staff Handbook
· Reviewed Annually
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