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The Meachem Elementary School Mission: 

“Our mission is to empower learners with engaging holistic experiences that will prepare them for global success.”

Philosophy 

The IB, the Syracuse City School District, and Meachem Elementary, support the following principles of an inclusive education: 
· Education is enhanced by the creation of affirmative, responsive environments that promote a sense of belonging, safety, self-worth, and whole growth for every student. 
· All learners belong and experience equal opportunities to participate and engage in quality learning. 
· All students in the school community fully participate in an IB education and are empowered to exercise their rights and accept their responsibilities as citizens. 
· All students in the school community develop the IB learner profile attributes and develop into inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. 
· Diversity is understood to include all members of a community. 
· We believe that every staff member is an educator of all students. 
· All students experience success as a key component of learning. 

Purpose of this Document: 
This document is intended to communicate the scope of inclusion services to all stakeholders- administrators, teachers, students, parents, and community members. This document identifies the special educational needs of our student body and the process of referring students for special education and inclusion services. Additionally, this document aims to explain the responsibilities and roles of teachers, families, and students when meeting the needs of our diverse student body and cultivating spaces of belonging and the conditions for success for all our students.

Federal, State and Local Requirements 
In order to effectively meet the needs of our special education students, we adhere to the policies and practices set forth by federal, state and local authorities for the education of exceptional children, including: 
· Implementing the accommodations and modifications specified in the Individual Education Plans (IEPs) and 504 plans. 
· Providing accommodations, modifications and/or testing environments for students with special needs. 
· Scheduling students appropriately in co-taught classes as prescribed by IEPs and 504s.
· Regularly reviewing and revising IEPS and 504s. 

Roles and Responsibilities 

School Responsibilities 
· The school will work with the Special Education Department of the SCSD to make sure the program is in compliance with federal and local laws regarding students with special education needs. 
· The school, along with the SCSD, will raise staff awareness of the needs of our exceptional students. 
· The school will provide resources for the implementation and continuation of the Inclusive Education Policy. 
· Consultant teachers along with the special education department of the SCSD will provide the teachers with all IEPs and 504 plan documentation. 
· SCSD special education personnel along with school student support services will provide updates and host meetings for IEP and 504 reviews. 
· The school will facilitate the provision of appropriate accommodations as federal, state, and local requirements. 
· The school will create and foster a culturally responsive approach to ensuring the success of all students.

IB Coordinator Responsibilities 
· The IB Coordinator will work collaboratively with faculty to support students with special education needs. 
· The IB Coordinator will maintain discretion and confidence in providing special education needs services. 
· The IB Coordinator will provide tools and strategies necessary to cultivate spaces of belonging and conditions for success.

Faculty Responsibilities 
· The classroom teacher will comply with all local and federal laws regarding special education needs. 
· The classroom teacher will participate in all required training when available. 
· The classroom teacher will identify struggling learners and refer the student to the counselor, or IB coordinator, as needed. 
· The classroom teacher will implement the appropriate interventions as outlined in the Multi-Tier Support System. 
· The classroom teacher will maintain accurate records of students’ progress. 
· The classroom teacher, with assistance from the support facilitator, and counselor, will become familiar with the special needs of the exceptional student. 
· The classroom teacher will provide differentiated instruction as described in the students’ IEP or 504 Plan. 
· The classroom teacher will maintain discretion and confidentiality in providing special education needs services. 
· The classroom teacher will cultivate the unique gifts, talents, and interests that every person possesses.


Parent Responsibilities 
· Parents will play an active role in their child’s education. 
· Parents will have knowledge of their child’s right within the school district policy. 
· Parents will communicate to the school all information and documentation regarding their child’s special education needs. 
· Parents will communicate to the school all information regarding any changes in their child’s special education needs. 
· Parents will make a request for needed child studies and services from the school or school district in a proactive manner. 
· Parents will provide documentation needed for IBO accommodation requests. 

Student Responsibilities 
· Students will be proactive in soliciting assistance from the school administrators, faculty, and staff. 
· Students will be an active participant in classes and meetings. 
· Students will follow all SCSD and Meachem Elementary policies and procedures. 

Definitions: 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA): A law that makes free appropriate public education available to eligible children with disabilities throughout the nation and ensures special education and related services to those children. If children are found eligible under IDEA, they receive services through their public school that includes specialized instruction to and accommodations through a plan created for their specific needs. The plan is called an individualized education plan (IEP) 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504: A civil rights law designed to protect people with disabilities from discrimination. In schools, students who have disabilities that impact their educational progress may be eligible under Section 504, providing students reasonable accommodations for access to their learning. Students eligible for accommodations have a 504-plan written, a legal document protected by the Office of Civil Rights (OCR). Gifted Services: Instruction provided to students who have documented superior intellectual development. Students eligible for gifted services have an educational plan (EP) to track their progress related to gifted goals and expectations. 

Differentiation: Ways in which teachers adjust and make changes to their UDL teaching methods to meet the learning needs of individual students. 

Inclusion: Students placed in age-appropriate classes to receive high quality instruction, interventions, and supports to succeed within the core curriculum. 

Multi-tiers of Support System (MTSS): Evidence-based model of educating students that uses data and problem solving to integrate academic, behavior, and social-emotional instruction and intervention to maximize the success of all students. Instruction and intervention are provided to students across multiple tiers of intensity based on need.
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