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The Meachem Elementary School Mission: 

“Our mission is to empower learners with engaging holistic experiences that will prepare them for global success.”

Philosophy 

At Meachem Elementary, we believe that: 
· All students will benefit from a shared commitment to language acquisition in all classes and across all subjects.
· Language is a fundamental means of communication and learning.
· Language is a fundamental component of culture and must be valued.
· Students must develop competency in reading, writing, listening, speaking, and media literacy
· Language learning promotes internationalism and multicultural understanding.
· Teachers must strive to recognize the language needs of all students and work to serve these needs within and outside of the classroom.
· We believe that every staff member is a language teacher.
At Meachem Elementary, we believe children learn best when they:
· Have multiple opportunities to speak, read, write, listen, and think critically.
· Are surrounded by literacy opportunities at home and in school.
· Have parents and teachers working collaboratively. (APTT) 
· Are engaged in meaningful and rigorous work.

Principles

We want our language policy to encourage all teachers to:
· Promote inquiry-based, authentic language learning.
· Focus on the transdisciplinary nature of language learning.
· Incorporate the teaching and learning of language into the Programme of Inquiry.
· Develop and interrelate the skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and media literacy.
· Provide for the teaching of additional languages.
· Promote consistency of practice in the teaching and learning of all languages. 
· Embedded presentation opportunities before Grade 5 Exhibition.
· Develop a continuum of language skills over grade levels in the areas of public speaking, attentive listening, Accountable Talk, conversation skills for partner and group work, using evidence to support claims and written responses to texts.


Practices

Many students at Meachem Elementary were born in the United States and speak American Standard English as their mother tongue. Therefore, English is the language of instruction. Students receive instruction with Spanish as an additional language beginning at the age of 7.

English Language Instruction
Students enrolled in Meachem will use language to better understand themselves and the world around them. They will explore other ways of thinking, become critical, literate, creative, and lifelong readers, writers, listeners, and speakers.
· All students receive a minimum of 80 minutes per day of English language instruction, in addition English language arts is supported in other areas of inquiry. 
· The Syracuse City School District Language and Literature curriculum is aligned to the NYS standards and the IB PYP written suggested components.  The curriculum emphasizes skill development in speaking, listening, reading, and writing in conjunction with intellectual, inquiry-based exploration. 
· Students who receive special education services receive support in the classroom as well as by a special education teacher. 
· Students whose native language is not English are eligible to receive additional services (ELL).

School activities and curriculum that support English language learning: 
· Adopted reading/language arts program (CKLA, SCSD written curriculum)
· Phonics programs (Heggerty, Phonics Lesson Library, Morpheme Magic, Fundations, Word Connection, Equip for Reading, UFLI, Multi-syllabic routine cards, Wilson) 
· After-school program 
· Exhibition
· Digitial Literacy through use of a 1:1 device in grades 3 – 5 
· Classroom and schoolwide presentations and projects (include IB unit culminating, Marvels Night, projects, and more)
· Academic Parent Teacher Teams (APTT) 3 times a year to develop a home/school set of goals to reach in conjunction with the families 

Language Acquisition
Students at Meachem will receive instruction in Spanish from a teacher that is a fluent Spanish speaker for a minimum of 20 minutes per week beginning at age 7. Students from Meachem feed two MYP middle schools and a high school with MYP and DP that provide Spanish instruction.  Students will have a strong base of knowledge for future instruction. Additional language instruction provides our teachers and students the opportunity to inquire about other cultures that are not their own as we build culturally responsive learners.

Instruction is supported throughout the building in a variety of ways including:

· Adopted Spanish program (Klett World Languages – Alba y Gael) 
· Morning announcements (includes the school mission and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag in Spanish)
· Opportunity to support the Programme of Inquiry through Spanish instruction 
· Visuals of the learner profile words in Spanish displayed in each learning space

Mother Tongue
For the few students at Meachem whose mother tongue is something other than English, the SCSD provides an ENL instructor to help them develop their English language skills.  There are also tools such as Parent Square and the Language Line to communicate with families in their native language. We celebrate students who are multi-lingual and provide opportunities through assemblies, classroom instruction, and morning announcements to demonstrate and share their language and culture with the rest of the school.


Professional Development
· Administrators, teachers, coaches, librarians and other school staff will participate in ongoing professional development in language learning and teaching. 
· Staff will reflect on the language policy as part of professional development and make revisions as needed. 

Parent Involvement 
· Parents will be partners with teachers through the Academic Parent Teacher Teams.
· Parents will meet as a community with other parents and school staff to learn ways to support students at home, identify strengths and areas of improvement. 
· Parents will set goals for their child and follow through with learning experiences at home. 
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