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For 36 immigrants and 289 refugee 
students coming to the Syracuse City 
School District this year, this is a reality 
that comes with great trepidation. 

“We weren’t familiar with the bus 
system,” Ismail Zaman Zhirzad, a 
freshman at Henninger, shared. “We 
didn’t know our bus number on the 
first day, so we had to ask someone.”

Ismail Zaman and his three siblings are 
all new to the Syracuse area, having 
come from Afghanistan. Thanks to 
special funding the SCSD received this 
year, refugee and immigrant students 
in kindergarten through 12th grade 
have had the opportunity to participate 
in a two-week Welcome Academy. 
The academies, offered several times 
throughout the year, are a collaborative 

effort between SCSD English as a New 
Language (ENL) staff and Catholic 
Charities, created with the purpose 
of providing refugee and immigrant 
students with a more positive first 
experience entering the American 
school environment.

Each Academy serves as an orientation, 
teaching students about school and 
classroom culture, teaching basic 
ENL lessons, and ensuring that 
all registration requirements are 
completed for students to begin school 
at the end of the two-week session.

Students become familiar with 
classroom routines and school-related 
vocabulary. They learn basic English, 
and how to create simple sentences 
and practice reading, writing and 
communication. 

“We learned a lot of things to get us 
ready for school,” Sonaya Shirzad, an 
8th grade student at Frazer, recalled. 
“We learned the basic things like how 
to communicate with our classmates. 
We know how to ask for help.”

“We learned more in two weeks of 
Welcome Academy than 1 month in 
our school,” Shir Zaman, a freshman 

at Henninger, said. “We are learning 
many different subjects in school, but 
at Welcome Academy, we were just 
learning English – so we were able to 
learn so much!”

Elizabeth Deng, ENL Language 
Assessor and Welcome Academy 
Program Coordinator, said the comfort 
level of the students as the academies 
progress has been inspiring.

“From the first day to the last day, in 
students’ pre- and post-assessments, 
we saw gains in their vocabulary,” 
Ms. Deng shared. “But the biggest 
difference we noted is their level of 
comfort in the classroom. The first 
day, no one is talking – they’re very 
apprehensive. By the last day, they’re 
animated – they’re participating in 
activities, they’re singing. Starting in a 
new school, in a new culture, is scary. 
But these academies give students a 
little more comfort and readiness to 
start school. This is a way, even before 
they reach the school, that says ‘we 
welcome you and want to support you 
and give you all the tools you need to 
be successful emotionally, academically, 
and socially.’”

SCSD Students New to the United 
States Experience First School 
Experience at ‘Welcome Academy’
Imagine being in a new country: You don’t speak the language. 
You don’t know anyone outside of your family. And it’s the first 
day of school.

GOOD NEWS

http://syracusecityschools.com
https://www.facebook.com/SyracuseCitySchools/
https://twitter.com/SyracuseSchools
http://www.instagram.com/syracuseschools
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Syracuse Wrestling Team 
Receives Sportsmanship Award

The Syracuse City Wrestling Team was 
recently recognized with the 2021-22 
John Arcaro Memorial Scholarship 
Award, presented by the Syracuse 
Wrestling Officials Association, Inc. The 
award is presented each year to a school 
that exhibits the highest standards of 
good sportsmanship through the actions 
of its administrators, coaches, athletes 
and fans. Congratulations to head coach 
Rob Northup and the wrestling team: 

Nottingham student Dontae Smith; 
Henninger students “GW” (Gay Wah), 
Jose Montalvo, Malik Egerton (who 
also won 4th place at Sectionals), Jesus 
Moreno, Matthew Jackson, 
Joel Cooper, Cosmo Kessler, 
and Sean Hunt (who also 
won 2nd place at Sectionals 
and was named a Section 3 
Class AA Champion); Corcoran 
student Trey Darmody-
Latham (who also won 2nd 
place at Sectionals and was 
named a Section 3 Class AA 

Champion); and ITC student Daron 
Torrence! The team was presented 
with the award at the Section III Finals 
at the OCC SRC Arena in February. 

Dear Families,

Spring has sprung, and we are all making a final push to close out the 
school year in positive ways! 

Our high school students have had several recent opportunities to 
become career ready: PSLA at Fowler CTE students attended a ‘Hack-
a-Thon’ at Le Moyne College; and all 11th and 12th grade CTE students 
attended a CTE Career Fair at Onondaga Community College, where 
they were able to meet with representatives from 70 local businesses 
about part time, full time, and summer employment! 

Students at all grade levels have been working hard to improve their 
literacy. At Meachem, a creative initiative – ‘surprise’ wrapped books 

– has helped students become excited about reading; and STEM at 
Blodgett students have written and published their own books about 
equity, diversity, and inclusion. 

Staff and students continue to focus on making a positive difference in 
the community. A new ‘Impact Coach’ program in the SCSD is providing 
an informal, need-based coach for new and seasoned teachers alike; 
two Science teachers have been named New York State Master 
Teachers; and the Porter school community collected more than $325 
to benefit Griffin’s Guardians, a group that raises awareness about and 
provides support for pediatric cancer patients.  

As always, we welcome your participation in our SCSD community! 
Please engage with us on Facebook @SyracuseCitySchools or Twitter 
and Instagram @SyracuseSchools, where you will see all the latest 
good news from our schools. If you would like to share your thoughts, 
questions or concerns, you are always encouraged to do so by visiting 
syracusecityschools.com/LetsTalk! 

Sincerely,

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

May 2022
23 BOE Work Session

25 BOE Work Session

25 Elementary and Middle 
School Interim Reports

30 No School- Memorial 
Day

IMPORTANT DATES

June 2022
1 Regents Exams

2-8 NYS Science Assessment 
(Written) Grades 8

14 Flag Day

15-23 Regents Exams

24 Elementary, Middle and 
High School Marking 
Period 4 Ends

24 Elementary and Middle 
School Report Card 
Distribution

24 Last Day of School

27 High School Report Card 
Distribution

Student & Staff Spotlights
syracusecityschools.com

https://www.facebook.com/SyracuseCitySchools/
https://twitter.com/SyracuseSchools
http://www.instagram.com/syracuseschools
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Alumni SpotlightsSCSD Swimmers Named Academic  
All-Americans

Six SCSD student athletes have been named 
Academic All-Americans by the National 
Interscholastic Swimming Coaches Association 
of America. More than 350,000 students are 
involved in aquatics at the high school level, and 
only 2 percent of these students are recognized 
as All Americans. Congratulations to these 
students from the girls and boys swimming and 
diving programs: Henninger students Kabrey 
Bonferraro, Nicole Kunzmann, Kenna 
Murphy and Cristina Vigliotti-Martinez; and 
Nottingham students Robin Auwaerter and 
Thomas Carson! 

Two SCSD Staff Selected for NYS Master 
Teacher Program

Two SCSD Science 
teachers have been 
selected for the New 
York State Master 
Teaching Program. This 
competitive program 
recognizes outstanding 
K-12 STEM teachers, 
offering them the 
opportunity to develop 
expertise in the areas 
of content, pedagogy 
and families and 
communities. In addition 
to receiving personalized 
professional 
development and other 
opportunities, NYS 
Master Teachers also 
receive a $15,000 stipend 
annually over four years. 
Congratulations to 
Melissa Walls from PSLA 
and Jennifer Fiello from 
Clary on this impressive 
achievement!

Alumni Spotlight:  
Madelyn Hale Hornstein
SCSD Schools Attended: 
Bellevue, Shea, and 
Corcoran (‘77)

College and Major(s): 
Cortland State (B.S.E. 
in Physical Education; 
Syracuse University 
(M.B.A.)

Career Path: I had 
wanted to become a 
physical education 
teacher and coach when 
I went off to college 
because I played a lot 
of different sports at 
Corcoran and wasn’t 
sure what else I wanted 
to do. After my junior year in college, while taking an accounting 
course, I decided that I wanted to pursue accounting instead. Rather 
than transferring to another college, I elected to finish my education 
degree at Cortland and then go onto graduate school. I was able 
to take enough accounting courses in getting my MBA to be able 
to sit for the CPA exam and become a Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA). I landed a job with Dermody, Burke & Brown CPAs, LLC after 
graduating from SU in 1983 and I have been there ever since. During 
my 38 years there, I have risen through the ranks and have been 
their managing partner/CEO since 2010.

The coolest thing about my job is… No two days are alike. I get to 
work with hundreds of different businesses and each business has 
different issues that I can help their owners with.  As CPAs, we get to 
help others become better and more profitable at what they do.

The most valuable thing I learned in school is… Teamwork! The sooner 
that you learn to respect the talents of those around you and figure 
out how you can use those strengths in each person to make your 
whole team better, the happier you and your team will be. There 
are lots of people at DB&B that are smarter than I am; I just have to 
figure out how to motivate them to work together for the good of the 
firm and our clients.

I’m proud to be a SCSD graduate because… I feel as though I had a very 
well-rounded upbringing. Dealing with diversity and inclusion was 
an everyday occurrence and I learned to respect and appreciate that 
we are all different at a very young age.

One piece of advice I’d give to SCSD students is… Find something that 
you really like to do and figure out how you can make a living doing 
it. It really bothers me when I hear that a person hates their job but 
they don’t do anything to change that.

SPRIN
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 2022
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Perorate. P-E-R-O-R-A-T-E.

It’s a verb meaning to speak at 
length. 

And for Ed Smith 8th grader 
Nagi Aitbayeva, it’s the word 
that won her the local  
Syracuse.com/The Post-
Standard Spelling 
Bee, advancing her to 
represent Central New 
York at the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee in 
Maryland this May! 

“I already knew it,” Nagi explained 
of perorate, her final provided 

word. “It wasn’t the most 
challenging word I’ve ever 
come across. The more 
challenging words, I usually 
come across while I’m 

studying.” 

Nagi has spent a great 
deal of time studying 
her spelling. When 
she was in 6th grade, 
she first entered her 
school’s spelling bee, 

ultimately placing 4th. The next year, 
Nagi studied harder and won 1st place 
in her school spelling bee, going on to 
place 14th in the regional competition. 
It was after that experience that she 
started digging deeper into the words 
she was learning. 

“Ever since learning more definitions, 
I’ve expanded my knowledge of my 
words and etymology,” Nagi said. “It 
has helped me in school. I definitely 
see a difference as I’ve expanded my 
vocabulary!”

PK-8th Grade News

Middle School News

Porter Students Raise Money for 
Pediatric Cancer Research & Support

Porter Elementary students, 
families and staff recently 
partnered with Griffin’s 
Guardians to participate 
in the ‘Change for Hope’ 
Campaign. Over the course of 
a month, Porter was among 
more than 15 schools in 
the CNY area to participate 
in this fundraiser to collect 
money for Griffin’s Guardians, 
a nonprofit dedicated 
to raising awareness for 

pediatric cancer and supporting families whose children are 
battling it. 

“Our goal was for the students to show empathy for others and 
work together as a school community to help other families in 
need,” Porter School Counselor Kaitlyn Jackson shared. “With 
some of the older grades, it opened some great conversations 
and a couple students shared stories of how their families 
have been affected by cancer.”

“I liked helping other kids because it made me feel good,” 
fourth grade student Rosalinda Gonzalez said. “It’s the right 
thing to do, because everyone needs help sometimes.”

Together Porter’s outstanding students, families, and staff 
raised more than $326 for the cause. We’re proud of this effort 
and all the ways that #SCSDGivesBack!

Meachem Students Enjoy Reading 
through Unwrapping ‘Surprise’ Books

They say ‘don’t judge a 
book by its cover’ – but at 
Meachem, students don’t 
have a choice! 

In the school’s library, 
students will find an entire 
bookshelf filled with books 

– each one wrapped in paper 
and labeled only with a 
simple word or phrase: 
adventure, fairytale, a new 
start, dogs, cooking… the 
list goes on.

Library Media Specialist Elizabeth Jurkiewicz said she 
was at the local Hazard Library recently when she noticed 
a mystery book display. She knew she had to try it in her 
school library. After trying it in December, all of the mystery 
books had been checked out by the end of the first day – so 
the activity has continued!

“I picked a book that said ‘monster’ because I like scary 
things, mysteries, and surprises,” third grade student Emari 
Williams shared. “I like the book and might have read it if 
I could have seen it, but I really liked the surprise! I would 
definitely choose another wrapped book.” 

Ed Smith Student to Compete at Scripps National Spelling Bee
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Brighton Academy Students Explore 
Race through Interdisciplinary Projects

What is race? Does 
science play a role in its 
definition? 

Eighth graders at 
Brighton Academy 
recently embarked on 
a monthlong project 
examining these 
complex questions. 
In their Science and 
Social Studies classes, 
students examined 

race through different lenses, making 
connections as they conducted research, examined maps and 
completed discussions.

In Science, students studied how heredity 
influences traits from generation to 
generation. They learned that not all traits 
are specific to one gene (for instance, 
eye color can be determined by genetics 
while skin color cannot), and that genes 
can be influenced by the environment. 
In Social Studies, students analyzed 
political cartoons, videos, and the poem 

‘White Man’s Burden’ to help them better 
understand white privilege. 

Eighth grade student Syriana Hicks 
said the project helped her develop her 
thoughts in a way that will allow her to 
express them with others. 

“Growing up, you know there is racism but 
you don’t know the details or how it came 
about,” Syriana said. “I was surprised 
to learn about the Jim Crow Laws and 
how we were separated because of the 
color of our skin. I was shocked when in 
Science, we learned that we all have the 
same features but some of them, like our 

hair or our skin color, changed over time because we had to 
adapt to our environment. Race is such a big deal still today 

– sometimes, we separate ourselves based on these things. I 
feel like I can explain racism way better – I have way more 
information to go off of now.”

STEM at Blodgett Students Publish Books 
about Diversity & Inclusion
If you’re looking to read about equity, diversity, or inclusion, look no 
further than Leeza Roper’s ELA classroom at Syracuse STEM at Blodgett.

This winter, Ms. Roper’s ELA classes – along with all the school’s 8th 
grade ELA classes – worked together to publish five different hardcover 
books, each relating to these topics.

Neyshkalie Velazquez and her group chose to tell the true story of 
Bethany Thompson, a sixth-grade girl from Ohio, a cancer survivor 
who ultimately committed suicide because she was bullied for the way 
she looked.

“We researched her and we wanted to share her story,” Neyshkalie 
shared. “I wanted people to feel what she had to go through. So many 
kids our age really don’t care about bullying – they think it’s funny. I 
want our story to help them understand the impact bullying can have 
and change how they’re acting.”

Through the process, Ms. Roper said students had to outline, brainstorm, 
decide what their options were and adjust to where their imagination 
took them.

“Their big takeaway was how challenging it is to create a book,” Ms. 
Roper explained. “They have a new respect now for authors and 

people who create, because 
they understand it’s not just a 
one shot thing. But because of 
the topics they were writing 
about, they were willing to 
put in the work. Because 
the subject matter that was 
important to them, they wanted 
their work to be close to 
perfection. So they got to see 
what improvement looks like, 
and they are so proud to show 
off their finished product!”
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High School News

The region’s public broadcasting 
station, WCNY, and Five Peaks 
Animation, creator of children’s 
animation, have partnered to help 
develop the animation industry in 
Central New York including working 
in collaboration with the Central New 
York STEAM High School.

The organizations are working 
together to produce several 
educational television series that will 
be produced locally and will provide 
skills training and jobs to aspiring 
and accomplished animators in 
the region. The series will promote 
reading and classic literature, 
teach zoology, oceanography, and 
wildlife conservation with the goal 
to distribute the animated shows 
on WCNY and make them available 
to other participating PBS stations 
nationwide. We are excited to offer 
this opportunity to students at the 
STEAM High School when it opens!

SCSD Students to Learn 
Animation at STEAM 
High SchoolPSLA Students Practice Coding Skills at 

First-Ever Hack-a-Thon 

In partnership with Le Moyne’s 
ERIE 21, PSLA students studying 
Cybersecurity, Computer Forensics, 
and Geospatial Technology recently 
attended a Hack-a-Thon, an 
opportunity for them to reinforce 
their coding skills and content-area 
curriculum in a fun and engaging way.

Their challenge? Use visual coding 
software to develop an original 
project of choice, relating to the 
themes of cyberbullying, online safety, 
or social media.

One group developed a fully functional 
trivia game using social media 
statistics they had researched. Another 
created code that showed a scene 
where students were talking about 
cyberbullying and how hurtful words 
can be, even online. A third group 
created a software app that led users 
through a series of steps to properly 
select and download a safe ad blocker.

Timothy Sass, a sophomore in the 
PSLA Cybersecurity program, created 
a game that users could play which 
ended with suggested steps to increase 
one’s online safety.

“I think studying cybersecurity is 
really cool because you’re able to find 
new creative ways to protect data 
and get around these preventions,” 
Timothy shared. “I’m looking at 
possibly majoring in some aspect 
of cybersecurity at college, so I 
appreciated that the experience was 
hands-on and gave me the feel of being 
in a real college class.”

In addition to the Hack-a-Thon itself, 
students also enjoyed a campus tour, 
meeting with Cybersecurity students 
and staff, and even a lesson  
in programming.

Photo provided by ERIE21
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SCSD Students 
Connect with 70+ Local 
Businesses at Inaugural 
CTE Career Fair
When you think of traditional summer 
jobs for a high school student, most 
envision a lifeguard, cashier, wait staff 
or lawn mower. 

For SCSD high school students training 
in the District’s Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs, their 
summer job opportunities extend far 
beyond the traditional. And thanks 
to a recent CTE Career Fair, hosted 
by Onondaga Community College 
and in collaboration with Partners 
for Education & Business and MACNY, 
all 11th and 12th grade CTE students 
recently had the opportunity to speak 
with more than 70 local businesses 
about available opportunities! 

“The CTE Career Fair was awesome,” 
PSLA at Fowler junior Cinthia Lopez, 
a Cosmetology student, said. “I got to 
meet a lot of people and learn about 
their jobs. The Career Fair made me 
feel excited and prepared because 
thanks to the event, I have more 
clarity in what I want to do and the 
goals I have.” 

Cinthia and roughly 600 students from 
all five SCSD high schools attended 
the event, dressed for success and 
prepared with resumes, business cards 
and elevator speeches. Their CTE 
teachers spent the better part of March 
preparing students for the event, along 
with help from work-based learning 
coordinators, counselors and other 
school staff.

The first of its kind event is intended 
to help connect local employers with 

students soon to be entering the 
workforce who are trained in the fields 
of technology, healthcare, construction 
trades, advanced manufacturing, 
public service, entrepreneurship, and 
trades. Students made professional 
connections and learned about paid 
and unpaid internships, part time work, 
full time work, job shadows and more. 

The SCSD chapter of the National Society of Black 
Engineers (NSBE) includes more than 100 students, 
representing all SCSD middle and high schools. 
The group meets each Saturday at Nottingham to 
prepare for competitions; and each summer, the 
SCSD hosts a week-long NSBE residential camp 

on the Syracuse University campus so students 
can experience science and college life. National 
Grid has recently provided a $100,000 grant to the 
SCSD NSBE program to help fund the annual NSBE 
Summer Camp. We appreciate their support!

National Grid Supports SCSD NSBE Program
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NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
The Syracuse City School District hereby advises 
students, parents, employees and the general 
public that it is committed to providing equal 
access to all categories of employment, programs 
and educational opportunities, including career 
and technical education opportunities, regardless 
of actual or perceived race, color, national origin, 
Native American ancestry/ethnicity, creed or 
religion, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, age, 
gender identity or expression, disability or any other 
legally protected category under federal, state or 
local law.

Inquiries regarding the District’s non-discrimination 
policies should be directed to:

Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Syracuse City School District
725 Harrison Street • Syracuse, NY  13210
(315) 435-4131
Email:  CivilRightsCompliance@scsd.us

MISSION
To build, support and sustain school 
communities that provide all students with 
a high-quality education that prepares 
them to graduate as responsible, active 
citizens ready for success in college and 
careers and prepared to compete in a 
global economy.

VISION
To prepare and inspire all of our students to 
innovate locally and contribute globally.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Dan Romeo, President

Tamica Barnett, Vice President

Twiggy Billue

Nyatwa Bullock

Karen J. Cordano

Mark D. Muhammad, Ed.D.

Katie Sojewicz

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Jaime Alicea, Superintendent

Dean DeSantis, Chief Operations Officer

Laura Kelley, Ed.D., Chief Academic Officer

Timothy Moon, Chief Accountability Officer

Mayra Ortiz, Chief Ombuds/Student Support 
Services Officer

Suzanne Slack, Chief Financial Officer

Lisa A. Wade, Chief Human Resources Officer

Monique Wright-Williams, Chief of Staff

>> Share your questions, comments or 
concerns 24/7 using the Let’s Talk tool at  
www.syracusecityschools.com

To ensure fairness among all students and colleges in the Say Yes Compact, Say 
Yes Syracuse now has hard deadlines for financial aid and Say Yes applications 
beginning in the 2021-2022 academic year. In order to receive a scholarship award, 
students must submit their Say Yes online application by July 1. FAFSA and TAP 
applications should be completed no later than August 1. Students must adhere to 
these hard deadlines in order to receive Say Yes Syracuse scholarship awards.

Getting into College is as Easy 
as 1-2-3!

1. Apply for Financial Aid after October 
15 of your senior year

2. Complete a Say Yes online application 
no later than July 1 

3. Enroll as a full-time student at a Say 
Yes partner college

Say Yes Application Deadline is July 1
Say Yes NEWS

Learn more and sign up for the Say Yes 
newsletter at SayYesSyracuse.org


