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GOOD NEWS

To bring these career readiness 
concepts to life, Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) teachers Mr. Ralston 
and Ms. Davis created a month-long 
project through which students had the 
opportunity to earn a salary through 
completing work throughout their 
school, which they participated in during 
class time. 

 
 

Each day, as they completed their 
classwork – and ‘clocked in’ at their 
school job – they received a stamp on 
their timecards. At the end of the week, 
if they clocked in each day, they earned 
their salary.

Career cards selected at random gave 
students their salary: they served as 
plumbers, childcare workers, restaurant 
cooks, mail carriers, judges, electrical 
engineers, bus drivers, electricians, bank 
tellers, physicians, and more. 

“I’m an Electrical Engineer,” Tahir 
Edmond explained. “My salary is 
$120,000, which sounds like a lot! 
But I’ve learned that you have to be 

organized or things can fall apart. This 
project will help me for when I have 

a real job, because I’ll know how 
to prioritize what I spend my 
money on.” 

Ms. Davis said the hope of this 
project is to help students learn 
skills that can help them one day 
in the not-so-distant future. 

Syracuse Latin Students Gain 
Work, Life Experience through 
School ‘Jobs’
6th grade Syracuse Latin students are learning about what 
it looks like to get a job: from the application process and 
interviewing to time management, completing timecards, and 
of course, maintaining a budget.

CTE Students Show Career 
Readiness at Job Fair 

SCSD juniors and seniors in Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) 
pathways recently visited Onondaga 
Community College for the second 
annual CTE Job Fair, where they had 
the opportunity to engage with about 
80 employers and show off their 
skills as they learned about potential 
mentoring, job shadowing, and 
employment opportunities!

To learn more about the CTE 
programs offered in the SCSD 
that are helping students become 
#SCSDCareerReady, please visit  
www.syracusecityschools.com/CTE! 
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Dear Families,

Spring is often seen as a time of renewal. In reading this newsletter, 
I hope you will be inspired and renewed by the ideas, talents, and 
achievements of our students!  

Some of our high school students from Nottingham and PSLA celebrated 
their heritage by attending the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership 
Institute in Albany this spring. Others – representing Corcoran, 
Henninger, ITC, Nottingham and PSLA at Fowler, have done so by 
working hard to earn the Seal of Biliteracy, proving their fluency in two 
languages, which will be indicated on their diplomas this June. 

Our students are truly being nurtured and supported as they grow – 
through programs that have recently expanded to reach even more 
students. This year, the Community Wide Dialogue program through 
InterFaith Works grew to reach the most SCSD middle and high school 
students ever. The popular Building Men Program expanded to reach 
elementary schools this year; and a new Ladies of Tomorrow program at 
STEAM at Dr. King is intended to share that same positive imaging and 
guidance with young women. 

Of course, our students have also enjoyed pursuing their own passions. 
Students at all levels performed impressive spring musicals; and 
Nottingham student artists shared their artistic talents by decorating 
radiation masks for a fundraiser to benefit the Upstate Cancer Center. 

I am renewed each day as I see and hear the great things our students 
are doing. If you’d like to share your child’s achievements with us, please 
reach out by emailing goodnew@scsd.us. In the meantime, please help 
us ensure that we can best serve your child – by encouraging their 
attendance each and every day your child is healthy. The end of the 
school year will be here before we know it. Being in school each day can 
make a big difference in your child’s development, learning, and success! 

Sincerely,

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

May 2023
24 BOE Work Session

25 Elementary and Middle 
School Interim Reports

26 BOE Work Session

31 No School- Memorial 
Day

IMPORTANT DATES

June 2023
1 Regents (U.S. History & 

Government)

6-9 Science (Written) Grade 8 
Make-up Dates

13 High School Marking 
Period 4 Ends

14-16 Regents Exams

19 No School-Juneteenth 

20-22 Regents Exams

22 Last Day of School 
(Half Day)

23 Elementary and Middle 
School Marking Period 
4 Ends & Report Card 
Distribution

26 High School Report Card 
Distribution

Student & Staff Spotlights
SCSD Alumna Provides College Scholarships to ITC 
Media Students
Nottingham alumna Natasha Alford is a successful 
journalist – serving as a Political Analyst for CNN and VP of 
Digital Content for The Grio. 

She’s also giving back – by way of college scholarships 
to help others from her hometown break into the media 
industry! 

Through the Natasha Alford Scholarship for Aspiring 
Journalists, three ITC seniors were selected as the award’s 
first recipients, each receiving $2,000 to use at their 

discretion toward classes, equipment, or anything relating 
to their college journey. The students were all selected 
for their passion for – and drive to change – the field of 
journalism.

Congratulations to Destinyi Fernandez, Serenity Baxter, 
and Nathaniel Teska-Prince on this achievement!

syracusecityschools.com



ITC & Henninger Seniors Receive 
Micron Scholarships

At a recent SCSD 
and Micron Women 
in STEM Panel 
Discussion event, ITC 
P-TECH Engineering 
student Coralis 
Diaz-Escalera and 
Henninger senior 
Ahmiya Moore were 
named recipients 
of the 2023 Micron 
STEM Scholarship. 
This award is part 

of Micron Technology’s focus on 
recognizing and promoting Women 
in STEM! Congratulations, Coralis and 
Ahmiya! 

SCSD Students Receive Free Dental 
Kits

This spring, all SCSD students 
received a free dental kit, including a 
toothbrush, toothpaste, and dental floss 
– intended to help promote healthy 
dental hygiene! 

The kits, which came with smaller, child 
size toothbrushes for younger students 
and adult sized toothbrushes for older 

students, were purchased by the SCSD 
and were assembled by the Central 
Association for the 
Blind and Visually 
Impaired (CABVI). 
Dental hygiene 
is important to 
overall health, and 
we hope these 
kits help promote healthy habits like 
toothbrushing and flossing each day. 

SCSD Students Show Fine Arts 
Talents through Spring Musicals 
We love seeing our talented SCSD 
students put their skills to use through 
fine arts performances! This spring, 
many of our schools – representing 
students of all ages – hosted musicals. 
PSLA at Fowler students performed 
SpongeBob, Henninger students 
performed Annie, Nottingham 
students performed Bye Bye Birdie, 
and Corcoran students performed ‘A 
Funny Thing Happened On the Way to 
the Forum.’ 

Clary and ELMS students performed 
Moana, Jr., Lincoln students performed 
The Wiz, Jr., HW Smith students 
performed Annie, Jr., Syracuse Latin 
students performed Seussical, and Ed 
Smith students performed Singing in 
the Rain, Jr. Elementary school students 
even got in on the action, with Van 
Duyn performing The Little Mermaid! 
We’re proud of the students and staff 
involved – from the performers to 
those who helped build and decorate 
sets, helped with lighting, costumes, 
and so much more.
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Alumni Spotlight:  
Kristin Thompson Henry

SCSD Schools 
Attended: HW 
Smith, Levy, 
Nottingham (‘05)

College and 
Major(s): 
University at 
Buffalo – 

Bachelors and Master’s in International 
Business and World Trade

Career Path: I do community 
engagement/outreach work. I am 
currently the Director of the Syracuse 
Heart Challenge for the American Heart 
Association. 

The coolest thing about my job is…  
I fight to keep hearts beating around 
the world. I help people get started on 
their journey to a longer, healthier life. 
To get informed. Get moving more. Get 
eating better. Get their blood pressure 
under control. Get regular checkups. Not 
tomorrow or the next day but right now!  

 

The most valuable thing I learned in 
school is… learning a second language! 

I’m proud to be a SCSD graduate 
because… SCSD graduates have grit, 
perseverance and strength! 

One piece of advice I’d give to SCSD 
students is… Follow your heart. Learn 
all you can. Hopefully, you will land a 
career that marries your passion and 
education in a way that will enable you 
to leave this earth better than the way 
we found it.

Attention, 
Families: Summer 
programming is 
almost here!

This summer, help your children 
strengthen their math and 
reading skills, get outside and 
get active, choose from a variety 
of enrichment activities, and 
prepare for next school year.

Information about Summer 
School programming is coming 
soon! We hope you’ll join us. Visit 
www.syracusecityschools.com/
summer for more information as 
it is released.

If you would like to see more photos 
from the performances, visit our 
Flickr page: Flickr.com/photos/scsd!



4 SCSD NEWS

SP
RI

N
G

 2
02

3

PK-8th Grade News Building Men Program 
Expands to SCSD 
Elementary Schools
Be a man, not the man.

It’s the message middle and high school 
students in the Building Men Program 
have been hearing for years. Thanks 
to an expansion of the program, this 
year, elementary students at Franklin, 
Huntington, Meachem, Salem Hyde, and 
STEAM at Dr. King are also receiving this 
encouraging lesson – and others. 

“A lot of the young males in our community 
don’t have a mature role model in their 
lives,” STEAM at Dr. King Teaching 
Assistant Mered Billue explained. “A lot of 
times, they are left with a role model that 
isn’t attainable – a celebrity, an athlete, or 
a You Tube star. I wanted to show them 
that there are people in the district who 
come from the same community they do 
who can be role models.”

Each week, students focus on a new theme 
from a provided Building Men Toolbox. 
Themes range from self-respect and 
character building to perception, maturity, 
and more. 

Students enjoy playing sports together or 
working out, having help as they complete 
homework, and group discussions 
centered around their weekly themes and 
questions they deep dive into. 

“Building Men is fun because it helps us 
learn how to be positive and not give up,” 
Dr. King 5th grader Randiyel Santos 
said. “It feels good when I’m here because 
we get to do fun things. It makes me want 
to behave better because I want to make 
[our advisors] proud!”

Central New York Students 
Gain Perspective through 
Community Wide Dialogue 
Program

“I like that we get to vibe with them,” Lincoln 7th grader 
Khazairi Sampson said of students who attend Onondaga 
Hill Middle School. “We talk about things like racism, 
stereotypes, and redlining. We’ve learned to get to 
know people based on who they are instead of making 
judgements.”

For more than two 
decades, SCSD high school 
students have had the 
opportunity to engage 
with their counterparts in 
suburban schools thanks 
to the InterFaith Works 
Community Wide Dialogue 
(CWD) exchange program. 

Through CWD, about 15 
students from a SCSD 
school are partnered with 

about 15 students from a suburban school. They meet several times 
throughout the school year – alternating between the City school 
and the suburbs. At each meeting, they participate in relationship 
building activities and delve into conversations about race, equity, 
and belonging. In recent years, the program has expanded to include 
SCSD 7th and 8th grade middle school students – and this year, four 
SCSD middle schools now participate, the most ever! Also new this 
year, Henninger students piloted the first-ever three school exchange, 
partnering with both Liverpool and the Big Picture School in Lafayette. 

For both the middle and high school students, discussion topics range 
from identity – who are you, and what are you experiences like – to 
stereotypes, privilege, barriers to success, and more. Ultimately, the 
CWD facilitators lead students to identify common concerns within our 
shared community. What would they fix if they could? What are the 
issues that concern them? Together, the students work to come up with 
an action plan: how can we become allies and work together to help 
each other? 

“They’re fun people,” Lincoln 8th grader Jason McAuley said of the 
students from Onondaga Hill. “We all have different personalities, but 
everyone brings something to the table that we didn’t have before. We 
connected over how we each feel in our communities and how we’re 
treated differently. Community Wide Dialogue helps us because it has 
allowed us to think about how other people might feel based on how 
they look, where they are from, and what they represent.”

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The supportive environment 
often leads students to open up in 
a way they don’t in their ordinary 
school day, leading them to build 
connections with each other – 
and their advisors – in a way that 
ripples to positively impact the 
entire school community. 

“Building Men is good for me,” Meachem 4th grader 
Anthony Harvey shared. “It helps me a lot because 
it makes me more productive. It helps me be better 
mentally, socially, and physically. Our advisors teach us 
how to have self-discipline and control and how to work 
together as a team.” 

Dr. King Ladies of Tomorrow Group 
Teaches Leadership & Life Lessons
Through Ladies of Tomorrow, a twice weekly after school 
program, girls at STEAM at Dr. King receive academic support 
along with fun and exciting activities that are intended to help 
them become strong, happy and healthy young women. 

They’ve talked about self-esteem and body image, social media 
and bullying. They’ve talked about the importance of goal 
setting and setting attainable goals. They regularly talk about 
the importance of being healthy in mind, body, and spirit – 
doing check-ins with each other to see how everyone is feeling 

and what they can 
do to help uplift 
someone’s mood. 

“I like that it’s an 
all-female group, 
because we can 
talk about things 
we wouldn’t want 
to talk about if males were around,” fifth grader Alyani Colon 
shared. “I also like helping the younger girls if they need help. 
I’ve helped them with their work, their spelling, and how to 
read and write!”

The group has also taken on community service projects. 
For Women’s History Month, the students collected hygiene 
supplies to donate to homeless shelters and women in need.

As a new group this school year, teacher and group founder 
Terrice Ingersoll said she ultimately hopes to expand it as a 
nonprofit so she can reach a larger group of young women. 

“Our young girls need positive messaging,” Ms. Ingersoll 
explained. “They need the right know-how to conduct 
themselves in everyday life so they can be valuable members 
of their community. I want to teach them the essentials: self-
esteem, self-worth, communication, and a growth mindset. 
This is a group of support and sisterhood. The girls have 
learned to use their voice loud, proud, and confident, in a way 
that portrays leadership.”

High School News

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Through the ‘Beneath the SurFACE’ 
program, Nottingham art students 
recently used their artistic talents 
to beautify old radiation masks – 
which were then auctioned off in 

a fundraiser to 
benefit the Upstate 
Cancer Center. This 
is the second year 
of Nottingham’s 
partnership with 
Upstate, which 
also includes head 
and neck cancer 
advocacy lessons 
in the school’s 
health classes. The 
program educates 
youth about how 

they can make lifestyle choices now 
that will help prevent cancer in the 
future, and also exposes them to 
the stories of head and neck cancer 

patients and the impact cancer has 
had on them, their families, and the 
community. 

“It makes me feel good to see our mask 
projects and think of all the people 
who no longer need these masks, and 
who are now celebrating finishing 
their treatments,” junior Christopher 
Carson said.  

Students decorated their masks with 
open-ended guidelines – giving each 
one a personality straight from the 
artist’s imagination. From animals and 
superhero designs to intricate painted 
patterns and even crochet, the masks 
showed a variety of techniques. Each 
also showed the students’ passion for 
turning something with potentially 
negative memories into something 
beautiful.

Nottingham Students Use Artistic Talents 
to Contribute to Upstate Cancer Center
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As 33 SCSD students cross 
the stage at their high school 
graduation this June, they will 
be able to boast a special seal on 
their diploma: a New York State 
Seal of Biliteracy.

This is no easy feat: the seal is 
challenging to earn, requiring students 
to demonstrate intermediate high 
proficiency in English and a required 

level of proficiency in a world 
language. But these 33 students, 
representing Corcoran, Henninger, ITC, 
Nottingham, and PSLA at Fowler, did 
just that. 

The graduating seniors showed their 
proficiency in Arabic, Karen, Dari, 
Spanish, Kinyarwanda, Somali, French, 
Tigrinya, Bosnian, Swahili, Rohingya, 
and English. 

“I wanted to earn the Seal of Biliteracy 
as a way to honor the Arabic language,” 
PSLA at Fowler senior Alaa Laila 
explained. “I used this as a way to help 
me step out of my comfort zone and 
become more confident in my identity 
as an Arab woman. This process has 
really made me appreciate my heritage, 
where I come from, and who I am.”

SCSD Students Earn NYS Seal of Biliteracy 

Henninger Students Participate in 
‘Students Inside Albany’ Conference
We’re proud of our students who are taking the time to 
become #SCSDCivicReady! Henninger senior Camryn 
Collins and junior David Nguyen have been chosen to attend 
this year’s ‘Students Inside Albany’ program, sponsored by 
the League of Women Voters of New York State Education 
Foundation, Inc. 

This May, Camryn 
and David will head 
to Albany, along 
with about 60 other 
students throughout 
the state, to learn 
firsthand about how 
the state government 
works. They will 
participate in 
interactive lectures 
on topics including 

the state budget process, the role of lobbyists, citizen rights to 
access government information, the role of media in politics 
and more. They’ll also have the opportunity to tour the Capitol 
and shadow their Senators and Assemblymembers, including 
attending session on the Chamber floors! Thank you to the 
Syracuse Metro League of Women Voters for offering Camryn 
and David this wonderful opportunity. 

ITC Culinary Arts Students Explore – 
and Savor – International Cuisine

They’ve studied 
Mediterranean, 
Caribbean, and Asian 
cuisine… and most 
recently, ITC students 
in the school’s Culinary 
Arts program explored 
foods representing 
African nations. 

The students worked together to research the country’s history, 
culture, economy, and local cuisine and popular dishes.

“I’m Somalian, but I had never made Anjera before,” senior 
Abiba Muse said. “This was a common dish when I was young, 
so I wanted that nostalgia!”

Students learned about Somalia, Morocco, Ethiopia, Tanzania, 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo – making Lamb Tagine, 
lemon mint iced tea, Shaah Tea, Doro Wat stew, Supu Viazi 
(coconut potato soup), Fufu, and more.

“The vibrant colors of the Moroccan flag caught our eye – and 
their architecture,” David Rodriguez shared of how his group 
chose to cook Moroccan dishes. “We thought maybe if we 
looked at their cuisine, it would be vibrant as well! I had never 
made a meat dish like this and it was fun to explore that.”

For Corcoran senior Mohammad 
Jafari, earning the seal meant re-
learning his home language, Dari.

The Seal of Biliteracy has 
helped me maintain it – I 
had to learn to write and 
speak it all over again,” he 
said. “It’s important to me 
to speak both languages. 
Now, I can communicate 
with family and friends back 
in Afghanistan, and I can 
also translate for community 
members here who aren’t 
able to speak English. 
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What college are you going to & what 
is your major(s)/minor(s)?
Now, I am matriculating at Yale 
University. I major in Political Science 
with a certificate in Education Studies.

What do you like most about college?
I like the freedom and the endless 
opportunities that college offers. The 
opportunities my college has presented 
to me are ones I could have never 
imagined having before. They are 
setting me up for a successful future.

 
What advice would you give high 
school students who are considering 
seeking a college degree through Say 
Yes?
I would tell high school students 
considering a college degree through 
Say Yes to do it. The benefits of Say Yes 
will create a sound support system and 
make navigating the college process far 
more positive and accessible.

Read Madison’s full spotlight at 
sayyessyracuse.org. 

SCSD Students Visit Albany for Puerto Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership Institute
The Angelo Del Toro Puerto Rican/Hispanic Youth 
Leadership Institute (PRHYLI) brings together a delegation 
of Hispanic students from across New York State to help 
students develop their 
leadership skills, interact 
with positive role models 
of Puerto Rican and 
Hispanic heritage, develop 
knowledge of the state 
legislative process, and 
more. At the end of the 
Institute, students from 
across the state come 
together in Albany, where 
they participate in a mock 
assembly in the New York State Legislature.

This year, a group of about 200 students from across the state 
participated in the Institute, including five from the SCSD – 
three PSLA at Fowler students and two from Nottingham.

“We had debates about if the media is exploiting the Latino 
community, if there is enough Hispanic representation in 
government, and so much more,” Nottingham senior Natalia 

Arocho said. “There aren’t a ton of 
opportunities like this for Hispanics, 
and there should be. It really made me 
develop an interest in possibly pursuing 
political science!”

PSLA senior Gerardo Becerra enjoyed 
representing Assemblyman Christopher 
Friend at the Mock Assembly in Albany.

“It was a good experience to go through,” 
he shared. “We honed our ability to 
read legislation and legal documents, 

and we learned how bills move through to a vote. But my 
favorite part was having the opportunity to be in touch with 
Latino people from other areas. We’re not usually given 
opportunities to celebrate our heritage, so it was great to be 
there, speaking in Spanish and celebrating our culture.” 

Working Papers
Throughout the summer months, working papers may be obtained Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
at SCSD Central Office, 725 Harrison Street. 

Students must have a copy of their current physical, valid within the last 12 months, and the Working Papers 
Application before working papers will be issued.  Please call (315) 435-4131 if you have questions.

Important Say Yes Reminders  
for Seniors:

1. Now is the time to complete 
the financial aid process and 
check all deadlines.

2. Find your dream school 
and apply from the list of 
Say Yes college partners at 
sayyessyracuse.org.

3. Your Say Yes online application 
must be submitted no later 
than July 1.

4. Once you have decided on a 
school, remember to re-log 
into your application to 
indicate the college you will be 
attending.

Learn more and sign up for the Say 
Yes newsletter at SayYesSyracuse.org

My Say Yes Story:  
Madison Reynolds
Corcoran HS Class of ‘21

Say Yes to Education
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>> Share your questions, comments or 
concerns 24/7 using the Let’s Talk tool at 
www.syracusecityschools.com

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
The Syracuse City School District hereby advises 
students, parents, employees and the general 
public that it is committed to providing equal 
access to all categories of employment, programs 
and educational opportunities, including career 
and technical education opportunities, regardless 
of actual or perceived race, color, national origin, 
Native American ancestry/ethnicity, creed or 
religion, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, age, 
gender identity or expression, disability or any 
other legally protected category under federal, 
state or local law.

Inquiries regarding the District’s non-
discrimination policies should be directed to:

Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Syracuse City School District
725 Harrison Street • Syracuse, NY  13210
(315) 435-4131
Email:  CivilRightsCompliance@scsd.us

MISSION
To build, support and sustain school 
communities that provide all students with 
a high-quality education that prepares 
them to graduate as responsible, active 
citizens ready for success in college and 
careers and prepared to compete in a 
global economy.

VISION
To prepare and inspire all of our students to 
innovate locally and contribute globally.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Tamica Barnett, President

Katie Sojewicz, Vice President

Twiggy Billue

Nyatwa Bullock

Karen Cordano

Mark D. Muhammad, Ed.D.

Dan Romeo

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Anthony Q. Davis, Superintendent 

Dean DeSantis, Chief Operations Officer

Laura Kelley, Ed.D., Chief Academic Officer

Timothy Moon, Chief Accountability Officer

Mayra Ortiz, Chief Ombuds Officer

Scott Persampieri, Chief Human Resources 
Officer

Michael Puntschenko, Chief Financial Officer

Monique Wright-Williams, Chief of Staff

All SCSD Schools’ staff and students and Syracuse residents living 
in the Syracuse City School District are encouraged to participate!

Superintendent Davis knows that students who read 
widely and read for pleasure have more academic 
success in school. Reading can also have mental 
health benefits for children and adults alike. Research 
has associated reading with lower stress levels and 
even with living longer!  With those things in mind, 
Superintendent Davis is challenging the Syracuse City 
School District community to read 10,000 books 
throughout the months of May and June. It’s an 
ambitious goal but, if everyone participates, we can 
easily achieve it!

The 10,000 Book Challenge builds on the 
current 20 Book Challenge that is happening 
in SCSD Schools.
Schools will be tracking their books and we need to 
community to do the same. Use this Syracuse City 
School District 10,000 Book Initiative Submission 
Form at https://bit.ly/3GC9VXM from May 1st-June 
30th to track any book that you read.

Random drawings for prizes will take place as we 
reach 2500 book benchmarks. 

Please use #SCSDReads on Twitter to tweet a photo 
of you and your book (or just the book) and let us 
know what you thought of it.

SUPERINTENDENT ANNOUNCES 
10,000 Book Challenge!


