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High School Students Show Leadership, Civic
Readiness on Syracuse Youth Advisory Council
The City of Syracuse has heard the voice
of the youth – well, the Syracuse Youth
Advisory Council, at least!

“My participation has shown me that my voice and opinion
actually matter – that I can make a difference in my
community,” she said. “It has also led to me wanting to be
more involved in the community.”
Classmate Zaniyhia Escobar agreed, noting
that her participation in the SYAC made her
feel like she has the potential to make a real
difference in the community.

“Being part of the SYAC has made me
understand the struggles that the city is facing.
It makes me think I can help. It has helped
bridge the gap between people in power and
young adults. The connections we made have
shown me that we as youth can talk to people
in power and be heard, not ignored.”

Featuring more than 20 high school students from all SCSD
high schools, the Syracuse Youth Advisory Council (SYAC)
encourages youth to engage in community and policy
issues of citywide importance and express their voice to
policy leaders within city government.

In monthly meetings, students learned about the history of
Syracuse, as well as what happens at City Hall. They shared
their thoughts on issues impacting Syracuse today and
learned how policy comes about and how to take informed
civic action. They even engaged with Common Council
Members through feedback sessions!
Corcoran senior Blessing Jenkins said she has enjoyed
the opportunity to meet the Mayor and Common Council
members, noting that the Youth Advisory Council has
helped her see her city and her role in a new light.

ITC junior Abdullah Ghanem shared similar
sentiments, noting that youth often notice
issues or have ideas for solutions that adults may not.

“Programs such as SYAC are extremely important to let
students know that their voices are heard within their
communities,” Abdullah shared. “Often times, the ideas of
students are overlooked, leading many students to feel that
they have no input within their own communities.”

At the end of the year, SYAC participants were offered the
opportunity to create a presentation for Common Councilors
about an issue of their choice – including research and
possible solutions.
Abdullah’s group focused on stressing the importance of
renovating the athletic courts at Roesler Park, located near
ITC. Blessing’s presentation suggested a need for daycares in
schools for those who encounter teen pregnancy. Zaniyhia’s
centered around creating a shelter or center for homeless
youth through their early twenties.
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IMPORTANT DATES

Dear Families,

August 2022

As the 2022 school year comes to a close, so does my time as Syracuse
City School District Superintendent. After 39 years with the SCSD, I
made the difficult decision to retire.
This was a bittersweet decision for me – I am eager to spend more
time with my family and pursue other endeavors, but I am also sad
to leave the career that has challenged me and brought me joy for so
many years. I want to use this opportunity to say a sincere ‘thank you’
to all of you – Syracuse City School District students, families, staff,
and community members. Your participation and support have made
a great impact on me both personally and professionally, and it is that
participation and support that have helped lead our District to make
the gains that we have!
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September 2022

Effective July 1st, Anthony Davis, a Henninger graduate and former
District teacher and administrator, became Interim Superintendent.
I am confident in Mr. Davis’ ability to continue leading the SCSD in a
positive direction, and I ask you to welcome him warmly!

Finally, please enjoy this final print newsletter of my tenure – centered
on the SCSD Class of 2022! Our graduating seniors have accomplished
so much already, and I am eager to see and hear the great things they
will accomplish as they take their next steps. This is an inspiring
group of students. They are strong, passionate, civic-minded leaders
and advocates with talents and skills in so many areas. It has been a
pleasure to watch them – and all of our students – grow and develop.
The future is bright for the Syracuse City School District – and our
community!
Sincerely,
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CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2022!

If you would like to see photos from your
graduation, check out our Flickr page:

Flickr.com/photos/scsd!

Student &Staff Spotlights
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Thank you, Superintendent Alicea!
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Superintendent Jaime Alicea began
his career in the Syracuse City
School District in 1983 as a Teaching
Assistant at Seymour, before
becoming a teacher. He worked
in many schools and in various
roles before ultimately becoming
Superintendent.

This spring, Superintendent Alicea
was recognized at Syracuse University with the Chancellor’s
Medal, the University’s highest honor. The award is presented to
individuals who have made extraordinary contributions to the
University, the field of education, and society.
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This June, Superintendent Alicea presided over his final
commencement ceremonies for the Class of 2022. Please join
us in thanking Superintendent Alicea for his service and his
leadership. His contributions to the Syracuse City School District
and the greater Syracuse community have made a tremendous
impact, and we wish him well in his next steps!

Chancellor Kent Syverud presenting the Chancellor’s Medal to
Superintendent Alicea at the One University Awards ceremony on Friday,
April 22. Looking on are Vice Chancellor and Provost Gretchen Ritter and
Hendricks Chapel Dean Brian Konkol. Photo is by Marilyn Hesler.

SCSD Students Nominated for
‘Triple C’ Award

Over the last two years, SCORE, the
Student Coalition on Race and Equity,
has conducted workshops for almost
2,500 educators and human service
professionals in topics relating to
race and equity. This year’s SCORE
leaders have been nominated for
the New York Attorney General’s
Triple C Award, recognizing their
courage, character and commitment.
Congratulations to Henninger
freshman Treyvon Cronk, PSLA at
Fowler junior Alliance Tuyishime,
Henninger seniors Evelyn Klein and
Zoe Brokhoff, PSLA at Fowler seniors
Laila Dedeaux and Yvette Uwimpuhwe,
Corcoran senior Patricia Charbonneau,
and HSE student Jason Dahzy!
Senior Spotlights
Corcoran senior Heidi
Pauta received the
Brennan Scholarship,
which means she has a

full ride to Niagara University, where
she will be studying nursing.

PSLA Seniors Receive EMT
Certification
Congratulations to PSLA
seniors Di Wah Paw
and Rawah Almelhem –
they both successfully
completed the NYS EMT
program and have passed
both NYS didactic and
practical testing. This
means they are both
officially New York State
EMTs! Upon graduation,
Di Wah will be furthering her
education at Niagara University
(Nursing) and Rawah will be attending
Le Moyne College (Biology).

Corcoran senior Maresa Helu
won a $500 BigFuture
Scholarship through
College Board! Maresa
will be attending
Syracuse University, where
she has a dual enrollment
at Newhouse to study Broadcast and
Digital Journalism and Maxwell to
study Environment, Sustainability, and
Policy.
ITC Media Communications
senior William Kemp
received a 1st place
trophy for ‘Most
Outstanding Filmmaker
in CNY High Schools’ at the
2022 CNY High School Film
Festival for his animation ‘Emma!’

ITC 3rd Ranked Scholar

ITC senior Kevin Pontello is
the third highest ranking ITC
student in the Class of 2022.
He’s also a student with a
disability who has an IEP – he
has never let his Autism and
mental health define him! Kevin
continues to break barriers and push for
excellence. He completed the OCC Smart
Scholar program, has completed services
and school based supports, and plans
to attend Onondaga Community College
where he will live on campus, studying
Business and Media Communications.

Several graduating seniors (along with
several underclassmen) were selected
to participate in a paid summer
internship at Syracuse University
this summer, where they will work
alongside SU students and faculty in
the Physics department to conduct
research in biophysics, computational
physics and astrophysics.
Congratulations to seniors Shekainah
Shahzad, Cole Reitzel and Imara
Davis (Corcoran), Emma Kaputa
(Nottingham) and Iving Yang (PSLA at
Fowler)!

Corcoran Academic Top 10
Represented by Groundbreaking
Females

The Top 10 Corcoran academic achievers

Article continues on page 6

SCSD Seniors Named Section III
Scholar Athletes
Each year, Section III Athletics honors top
senior athletes who excelled both in the
classroom and on the playing field. These
athletes must play multiple sports and
have at least a 90 average. Congratulations Chadani Timsina
Corcoran
to our 2022 Scholar Athletes: from
Corcoran, Chadani Timsina and Cole
Retzel; from Nottingham, Thomas Carson
and Madeline Scott; from ITC, Albatool
Al Jiboury and Dondre Baker; from PSLA
at Fowler, Adnawmy Serrano-Calderon
and Anthony Southammavong; and from
Henninger, Nicole Kunzmann and Laine
Wojcik! These students each received a
Cole Retzel
Corcoran
plaque, a commemorative program, and a
$100 scholarship.

Thomas Carson
Nottingham

Albatool Al Jiboury
ITC

Adnawmy
Nicole Kunzmann
Henninger
Serrano-Calderon
PSLA at Fowler

Madeline Scott
Nottingham

Dondre Baker
ITC

Anthony
Southammavong

Laine Wojcik
Henninger

PSLA at Fowler
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Valedictorians & Salutatorians
Henninger High School
VALEDICTORIAN Brian Huynh
Brown University, Biomedical Engineering
Best thing you’ve
learned over the
course of your
time in the SCSD:
The biggest lesson
I’ve learned is that
success can come
from anywhere
– whether it’s someone’s cultural
background, academics, or sports –
success can manifest itself in different
ways for different people.

SALUTATORIAN Rogayah Alamarie

SUMMER 2022

PSLA at Fowler

VALEDICTORIAN Anjana Allay

Syracuse University, Engineering or Math
Proudest moment
in high school:
Finishing my
geometry course
early. I worked with
a tutor and ended up
taking the Regents
early, scoring really
high, and going into higher level math
classes. That allowed me to meet
upperclassmen and become friends
with new people.

Le Moyne College, Nursing
What are you most
looking forward
to about college?
I’m looking forward
to working in a
hospital setting – I
want to learn from
and connect with
people in that field. I want to know
what possibilities are out there, to learn
what’s coming in the medical field.

SALUTATORIAN Maya Dhakal

Syracuse University, Neuroscience
and Biology
What are you most
looking forward
to about college?
Learning. I want
to explore and
know more things
than I know right
now. I like to gain
knowledge. One of the reasons I chose
to attend SU is because it’s diverse. I
like learning about different cultures.

Le Moyne College, Nursing
Best thing you’ve
learned over the
course of your
time in the SCSD:
Look out for the
opportunities and
take full advantage of
them. If you cannot
figure it out, ask for help from someone
else. You have to be responsible for your
own future.

VALEDICTORIAN Kyle Giardine

Dartmouth College, Pre-Med
Proudest moment
in high school:
For me, I like
encouraging myself
through the smallest
things – it’s how
I motivate myself
to do more. But one of my proudest
moments was being matched to
Dartmouth through the QuestBridge
Scholar program.

Nottingham High School
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Institute of Technology at
Syracuse Central

University of Richmond, Political Science
and Economics
What is something
major you hope
to achieve in life?
Because I want to go
into public policy, I’d
like to be an elected
representative and
get a really big public
policy proposal through. Especially
environment related – urban landscape
use is a big deal in Syracuse. I hope to
make the community a better place.

SALUTATORIAN Yasmine Kanaan

Dartmouth, Pre-Med
Advice for current
SCSD students: Be
curious – look for
the opportunities.
Participating in new
things can change
you, so be open
minded and curious
and advocate for yourself.
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Corcoran High School

VALEDICTORIAN Chadani K. Timsina

SALUTATORIAN Grace Irish

Williams College, Undecided
Advice for current
SCSD students:
Have confidence
in yourself. Have a
sense of self-worth
where you feel
you’re deserving
of an education,
deserving of a balanced life, and have
the courage to advocate for yourself
and establish limits when you feel like
you’re not getting those things.

VALEDICTORIAN Iving Yang

SALUTATORIAN Dominque Freelon

Le Moyne College,
Biology
What is something
major you hope
to achieve in life?
I want to help
people be able to
communicate with
others who speak different languages.
A lot of non-English speakers have
important things to say, but people have
stereotypes and aren’t willing to listen. I
want to serve as a bridge between them.
Want more photos?
Check out SCSD’s Flickr page

Visit www.syracusecityschools.com
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Class of 2022!
The Syracuse City School District Class of 2022 recently celebrated their
commencement ceremonies at the SRC Arena at Onondaga Community College. This
year’s graduating seniors have great plans for their future!
Many of our students plan to attend college – the Class of 2022 will be attending
Dartmouth College, Brown University, Yale University, Cornell University, Syracuse
University, Le Moyne College, the University at Buffalo, Ithaca College, Clarkson
University, Colgate University, Vassar College, the University of Pennsylvania and so
many other institutions of higher education.

They’ll be pursuing their studies in Aviation, Business, Law, Urban Studies, Theater,
Journalism, Engineering, Political Science, Physics, Computer Information Systems,
Art, Cybersecurity, and a host of other subjects. Some of the Class of 2022 graduates
plan to expand their worldview by studying International Relations, International
Business, or even Global Supply Chain Management! Others have plans to study the
field of education, learning about Music Education, Physical Education and Exercise
Science, Early Childhood Education and more. Several of our recent graduates are
passionate about improving the world through the medical field – they will study
Nursing, Social Work, Biology, Health Science, Animal Science, Pre-Med
programs and more.

Some of the Class of 2022 have chosen to enter directly into the workforce,
where they have lined up jobs in retail, welding, construction trades, as
Emergency Medical Technicians, or even as Teaching Assistants in the
SCSD! Others have chosen to continue studying their trades: Cosmetology,
Electrical Trades and more.
Regardless of what their plans are, we are confident that the SCSD Class of
2022 will achieve great success!

SUMMER 2022
SCSD NEWS
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Article continues from page 3

The deadline to apply for a Say Yes scholarship is July 1st
following your high school graduation (so July 1, 2023 for
this year’s graduating seniors)! To learn more about the
process and how to apply, visit www.sayyessyracuse.org.

Hillside Work-Scholarship Connection

for the Class of 2022 have something in common: they’re all
female! Skylar Bush, Grace Irish, Heidi Pauta, Cambria
Pierce, Shekainah Shahzad, Nour Shqair, Hannah Sojewicz,
Janiya Stroman, Sarah Than, and Chadani Timsina (listed
alphabetically) have an astounding average GPA of 101.04%.
The group collectively speaks eight languages. Four of them
are first-generation American citizens and some are the first
in their families to enter bachelor’s degree programs!

“What makes this group so impactful is their rich
diversity, a diversity that truly represents the Syracuse
City School District and a nation working for unity,
cohesion, and acceptance,” Corcoran IB Diploma
Programme Coordinator Carrianne Kirby said. “These
women are more than just a number: they are powerful,
motivated, athletic, intelligent, opinionated, generous,
caring and kind. They will change the world!”

SUMMER 2022

Programs for
SUCCESS!
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We are fortunate to have so many wonderful partner
organizations that help support Syracuse City School District
students of all ages as they strive for success! Several in
particular have been major supports for our graduating
seniors. Here, learn about just a few of the organizations that
have helped guide and support the Class of 2022 – helping
them academically, providing assistance with the college
process, and so much more!

Say Yes to Education

Did you know… Say Yes to Education
provides the opportunity for all SCSD
students to receive scholarships to
any SUNY or CUNY school to which
they are admitted, or to more than
100 private colleges and universities
based on financial eligibility!

SCSD NEWS

Connection
provides SCSD
middle and high
school students
with academic
support, job
readiness skills,
and guidance
and support to
help them realize
their potential in
the classroom, in the community and in life. Joining HWSC in
Grade 9 or earlier sharply increases the likelihood of on-time
graduation!
This year’s graduating class includes 245 students who
participated in the Hillside program – one of the biggest
groups to date! The students represent all SCSD high
schools as well as Promising Futures Leadership Academy.
At a recent Hillside Senior Celebration, several graduating
seniors received a Wegman’s scholarship! Congratulations
to Corcoran students Lanell Jones-Huddleston and Imara
Davis; PSLA at Fowler students
Naquise Williams, Arieonna
Students
Congden, and Hajia Mukoma;
are encouraged
ITC students Stephon Adams,
to enroll in the
Kenny Noble, Kadie Konneh,
program beginning
and Kaitlyn Thomas; Henninger
in 7th grade. To learn
more or enroll, call
student Danariana Brown; and
(315) 558-6100.
Nottingham students Jaymear
Garden and Hussein Ghanim!

Le Moyne College Upward Bound Program

The mission of the Le Moyne College Upward Bound program
is to assist low-income, first-generation college bound high
school students in the successful completion of secondary
education and prepare them academically and socially for
enrollment and completion of higher education. Upward
Bound students participate in a 4-year program that includes
a residential summer program and Saturday program during
the school year.
Students receive
tutoring, SAT/
ACT preparation,
leadership
development,
internship
opportunities,
college application
support, and more.
Ultimately, Upward

Bound students graduate from college
at a rate nearly seven times their
national peers!

This year, the Upward Bound
program is celebrating 17
graduating SCSD seniors. 100%
of this year’s seniors will be
attending college in the fall. Ten
of this year’s seniors received
full college scholarships
(including four through the
QuestBridge National College
Match Program); two received
the Dell Scholarship, earning
$20,000 each; and two are
valedictorian of their senior
class.
The SCSD Upward Bound
Class of 2022 seniors had a
cumulative GPA of 93.59%
and received an average
scholarship of $56,985!

Upward Bound students are required
to participate in weekly in-person
or virtual programming for all four
years of high school. Current 8th grade
students are encouraged to apply to
the program! To learn more and apply,
visit https://www.lemoyne.edu/
Academics/Programs-for-High-SchoolStudents/Upward-Bound1, or contact
Program Director Kenyon Black at
blackka@lemoyne.edu.

On Point for College Program
On Point for
College is a
free college
and career
attainment
program
available to
students throughout Onondaga and
surrounding counties. Since 1999,
On Point has helped more than 7,000
Syracuse City School District graduates
along their college and career
journeys. This year, more than 130
graduating seniors from all five SCSD
high schools are receiving support
from On Point!
On Point helps
any student
with a higher
education goal,
including two
or four-year
college degree
programs, or
certificate, trade, or professional
training programs. On Point’s Career
Services team provides a range of
services designed to help students and
graduates find career opportunities
and employment that align with their
skills and educations.

Some of On Point’s free services include:
• Help applying for college or
training programs
• Help understanding and
applying for financial aid

• Tours of college campuses
• A new student pre-college
orientation program

• One-on-one career advising

• Help preparing resumes and
cover letters

• Paid internships for On Point
students

Students typically apply for On Point
for College during their junior year
in high school. If you’re a junior
interested in learning more or joining
the program, visit onpointforcollege.org
or call (315) 362-5003!

Welcome, Interim
Superintendent Davis!
Dear SCSD Community,

SUMMER 2022

It is an honor and a pleasure to be
back “home” in the Syracuse City
School District! As a graduate of
Henninger High School myself, the
SCSD has always had a special place
in my heart. I am thrilled to have
the opportunity to serve as Interim
Superintendent and to continue
building on the positive changes
that Mr. Alicea has implemented.

I look forward to getting to know
all of you as the 2022-23 school
year begins! In the meantime,
please don’t hesitate to reach me at
adavis4@scsd.us or by phone
(315) 435-4161.

SCSD NEWS
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To build, support and sustain school
communities that provide all students with
a high-quality education that prepares
them to graduate as responsible, active
citizens ready for success in college and
careers and prepared to compete in a
global economy.

VISION

To prepare and inspire all of our students to
innovate locally and contribute globally.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Tamica Barnett, President

Katie Sojewicz, Vice President
Twiggy Billue
Nyatwa Bullock
Karen Cordano
Mark D. Muhammad, Ed.D.
Dan Romeo

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Anthony Davis, Interim Superintendent
Dean DeSantis, Chief Operations Officer
Laura Kelley, Ed.D., Chief Academic Officer
Timothy Moon, Chief Accountability Officer
Mayra Ortiz, Chief Ombuds Officer
Suzanne Slack, Chief Financial Officer
Lisa A. Wade, Chief Human Resources Officer
Monique Wright-Williams, Chief of Staff

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Syracuse City School District hereby advises
students, parents, employees and the general
public that it is committed to providing equal
access to all categories of employment, programs
and educational opportunities, including career
and technical education opportunities, regardless
of actual or perceived race, color, national origin,
Native American ancestry/ethnicity, creed or
religion, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, age,
gender identity or expression, disability or any other
legally protected category under federal, state or
local law.
Inquiries regarding the District’s non-discrimination
policies should be directed to:

18 T H A N N UA L

Syracuse City School District
GOLF TOURNAMENT
The Tournament will be
held on Monday, August 8,
2022 at the picturesque and
challenging Pompey Club.

Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Syracuse City School District
725 Harrison Street • Syracuse, NY 13210
(315) 435-4131
Email: CivilRightsCompliance@scsd.us

>> Share your questions, comments or
concerns 24/7 using the Let’s Talk tool at www.
syracusecityschools.com

To learn more and register – or to sponsor the event – please visit

https://scsdfoundation.com/events/golf-tournament

