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Violence. Mental health. Homelessness. 
Nutrition. Engagement.
These are just a few of the issues plaguing the City of 
Syracuse, according to SCSD high school students. They’re 
also just a few of the issues that these same students have 
suggestions to help improve. 

Through their participation in the Syracuse Youth Advisory 
Council (SYAC), students from Corcoran, Henninger, ITC, 
Nottingham and PSLA at Fowler met throughout the school 
year in partnership with the Syracuse Common Council. 
They studied local government and explored issues, with 

the goal of helping to address current 
challenges within the City. 

To conclude the year, the students 
chose an issue most important to them 
and conducted research – ultimately 
coming up with proposed solutions 
to present to elected officials, school 
district staff, and community members 
at a Civics Assembly called CIVXCON. 

High School Students Present 
Ideas to Help Improve the 
City of Syracuse

“We’d like to see all SCSD students in grades 6 and up 
receive annual first aid and CPR training,” PSLA at Fowler 
senior G Cotroneo suggested. “And we’d like to have a 
posted sign in each classroom, like the fire drill evacuation 
signs, that show where the nearest AED is located.” 

“We’d like to help address the food deserts in Syracuse,” 
Nottingham senior Carizma Rowser shared. “The Food 
Bank of Central New 
York hosts mobile food 
pantries, but we’d 
like to see increased 
funding to expand 
them.” 

We’re proud of all of 
these #SCSDCivicReady 
students for their 
leadership.

Congratulations,Congratulations, CLASS OF 2023! PG. 6
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Dear Families and Staff,

Summer is here! I am so proud of the hard work of all of our students, 
staff, and families this past school year. 

In this newsletter, I’d like to draw your attention to just a few of the 
exceptional things our students have achieved. Of course, you’ll learn 
about this year’s Class of 2023 graduates and their future plans. You’ll 
also learn about the ways our students are becoming college, career, 
and civic ready – thanks to things like the First Generation Investors 
group at Nottingham, a job fair at Henninger, the Syracuse Youth 
Advisory Council, and more. 

You’ll hear how our students are using their voices to speak up 
for themselves and their peers – through student-led professional 
development at Van Duyn, advocacy letters at McKinley-Brighton, 
and a project at Ed Smith in which students wrote letters about the 
refugee crisis to myself and Mayor Walsh. I’m so proud of our students 
of all ages who are using their education to help amplify their voices.

Finally, in this newsletter, you’ll see some of the ways our students 
are celebrating their diversity, languages, and cultures – through the 
Native American Education Program, as well as the Pathways to the 
Seal program. We will continue to encourage our students to celebrate 
what makes them unique and take pride in who they are! 

We are already busy here in the SCSD leading children in summer 
learning and preparing for a great 23-24 school year. We look 
forward to welcoming all students back for a new year of learning on 
Wednesday, September 6th! 

Sincerely,

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Student &Staff Spotlights
This spring, Brighton Academy 
7th grade students learned about 
commemorating local history with 
historical markers. In partnership with 
the William G. Pomeroy Foundation, 
Mr. Hoffman’s social studies class 
heard from a research historian and 
grants reviewer about how historical 
markers are proposed, researched, 
written, and funded. Then, they went 
on a walking tour to visit sites related 
to the “Jerry Rescue.”

Mr. Hoffman’s students used what  
they learned to write their own 
historical marker messaging to 
commemorate the event. They 
voted to select the inscription they 
wanted to see – with Jazmine Grant’s 
writing being selected. The Pomeroy 
Foundation created a historical marker 
using her text, which will remain on 
display in Mr. Hoffman’s classroom.

Brighton Academy Student Creates Local Historical Marker

CONGRATULATIONS, 
CLASS OF 2023!  

If you would like to see photos from 
graduation, check out our Flickr page:

Flickr.com/photos/scsd!

syracusecityschools.com

August 2023
9 Board of Education Meeting

15 Last Day of Summer School

22 Summer Graduation

23 Board of Education Work Session

28 Board of Education Work Session

IMPORTANT DATES

September 2023
4 Labor Day - No School

6 First Day of School

13 Board of Education Meeting

22 Board of Education Audit Session

25 Board of Education Work Session

27 Board of Education Work Session
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SCSD Students Celebrate 
Native American Heritage 
with Craft Project

We are proud of our #SCSDDiversity! 
Clary, ELMS, and Webster students 
who participate in the SCSD Native 
American Education Program recently 
enjoyed a visit from special guest 
Ramona Galvan – who taught them 
about Native American headdresses 
and worked with them to make their 
own mini ones to take home. 

“Headdresses are important in the 
Native American culture because 
they keep away the bad elements 
and they show power,” Webster 5th 
grader Izabella Ramirez said. “I like 
learning about Native American culture 
and meeting new people here. We’ve 
learned about some of the clan animals, 
and we’ve learned about the Trail of 
Tears and how people stole their land 
and they had to keep moving forward 
no matter what.” 

SCSD Students Inspired at 
Sisters Empowering Sisters 
Conference 
More than 200 young women of 
color from Corcoran, Henninger, 
ITC, Nottingham, PSLA at Fowler, 
Promising Futures Leadership 
Academy, Brighton Academy, Grant, 
Lincoln, and HW Smith spent a day 
on the Syracuse University campus 
to attend The Image Initiative, Inc.’s 
Sisters Empowering Sisters annual 
conference.

The conference featured panel 
discussions that focused on self-
esteem, healthy relationships, health 
and wellness, and more – as well 
as workshops focusing on higher 
education and career choices.
Three SCSD seniors also received 
college scholarships at the event. 
Congratulations to ITC seniors 
Breiale Martin, Aliyah Brown, and 
Samantha McGiveron, for being 
awarded with the Dr. Bridget L. Lawson 
I.M.A.G.E (Imagine Me Achieving Great 
Expectations) Scholarship. 

P-TECH Students 
Participate in 
College Signing Day

About 100 SCSD students from 
Henninger, ITC, and PSLA at Fowler 
took part in a Pathways in Technology 
Early College High School (P-TECH) 
Signing Day at OCC. There, they 
committed to continue their studies in 
the P-TECH program, where they work 
toward their high school diploma and 
an Associate’s degree simultaneously, as 
they prepare to ultimately enter a high 
demand career field. 

Students committed to continue 
their studies in Health Information 
Technology at OCC, Clinical Laboratory 
Technology at SUNY Broome, 
Electrical Technology or Mechanical 
Technology at OCC, Computer 
Information Systems at OCC, or 
Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems at 
Mohawk Valley Community College. 

To learn more about  
our CTE programs, visit  
www.syracusecityschools.com/cte!

PK-8th Grade News
SCSD Students Celebrate Culture and 
Language through Pathways to the Seal 
Program 
Pre-K, 5th and 8th grade students who are on the path to 
acquiring new languages – or developing existing languages – 
had the opportunity this year to maintain and develop  
their biliteracy, thanks to a new Pathways to the Seal 
Biliteracy Program. 

The program is intended to help affirm positive attitudes 
toward multilingualism and encourage students along the  
path of bilingualism. More than 100 students from 11 SCSD 
schools (Porter, Franklin, Syracuse STEM at Blodgett, Dr. 
Weeks, Grant, Syracuse Latin, Webster, Huntington, Lincoln, 

Ed Smith, and Salem 
Hyde) participated in the 
first year of the program!

Pathways to the Seal isn’t 
just for English as a New 
Language students – it’s 
for students who are 
either maintaining or trying to develop fluency in a new 
language. Students who are learning a foreign language 
through school are encouraged to participate as well – with 
the hope that the students will continue to strengthen their 
bilingualism and biliteracy throughout their schooling and 
ultimately earn the New York State Seal of Biliteracy when 
they graduate from high school.

SU
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ER 2023
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Middle School Students Receive Early College Support and Guidance through 
GEAR UP Program

Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP) is a 
national discretionary grant program designed to increase the number of low-income 
students who are prepared to enter and succeed in postsecondary education. 

SCSD is one of ten recipients of the grant across New York State. Thanks to this grant, 
7th grade families at Ed Smith, Frazer, Huntington, H.W. Smith, Roberts, Lincoln, 
and Grant will receive additional supports and opportunities that follow them through 
their high school career and their first year of college. This includes tutoring, mentoring, 
college tours, early career experiences, and financial literacy. Students’ families will also 
benefit through career and academic courses 
and workshops to help assist them along their 
own journeys – with everything from citizenship 
classes and language courses to foundational 
technology courses and more! 

Van Duyn Students Lead SCSD Staff in Professional Development

“Would you like to help teachers be better teachers?” 

Van Duyn 4th grade teacher Thien An Huynh-Boyle asked 
this of two of her students, gauging their interest in leading 
a Professional Development session for SCSD teachers 
to talk about how teachers can create identity affirming 
classrooms. 

For Se’Maj Boatwright-Baines and Jae’Lon Green, the 
answer was a quick ‘yes!’ The two went on to lead dozens 
of SCSD teachers in their own student-led training session, 

in which they spoke with teachers across all grade levels and subject areas about 
how to better support their students and create welcoming classroom spaces.

 
McKinley-Brighton Students Use Persuasive Writing to Advocate to Chick-fil-A

Fast food mascots are well-known, and their slogans are catchy.

But McKinley-Brighton students in Taylor Belanger’s 4th 
grade class had some ideas to help them improve! 

Thanks to a creative writing project, the students were 
encouraged to use their imaginations and their persuasive 
writing skills to write letters to Chick-fil-A representatives to 
convince them to change their mascot (currently a cow) and 
their slogan (currently ‘eat more chicken!’). 

Chick-fil-A staff caught wind of the students’ efforts and donated a 
lunch to the class, sending members of their community outreach 
team as well to hear the students’ ideas in person! 

While the project itself was fun for the students, it was also created 
with a larger goal in mind: helping them practice articulating 
reasons for their claim, a skill they would need to master for their 
state assessments. 

“I learned that you have to have convincing reasons if you want to try to change someone’s 
mind,” Tavon Lane said. “I have to use what I know to try to influence them.”

Ed Smith Students Learn Civic 
Readiness – and Empathy – 
through ELA Project

Thanks to an ELA project created 
by Ed Smith 6th grade teacher 
Shannon Dodge, students 
read the novel ‘Refugee’ by 
Alan Gratz – a tale of three 
refugee children. Touched by 
the stories, they researched and 
watched videos to gather more 
information about the refugee 
crisis. Then, they each wrote a 
letter to Syracuse Mayor Ben 
Walsh or Superintendent Davis, 
expressing their thoughts about 
the refugee crisis and their  
pleas for change within the  
City of Syracuse to better 
support refugee children and 
their families. 

“I wrote about how most refugees 
are children under age 18,” Issa 
Etra said. “I wrote about how 
refugee students deserve more 
English as a New Language 
teachers, more translators, more 
resources to help them in school.”

Issa knows firsthand how much 
such resources could help: a 
refugee himself, he came to the 
U.S. from Iraq in 2015. 

“This project was important 
because it helped our class gain 
more of an understanding of 
refugees – and about me,” he 
said. “It allows us to have more 
information about what’s really 
happening in the world.” 

Ms. Dodge said her objective 
with the project was to help her 
students connect – learning not 
just it means to be a refugee, but 
also how to support them. We’re 
proud of these #SCSDCivicReady 
scholars!

To learn more about the  
GEAR UP program, please visit  
www.syracusecityschools.com/GEARUP! 
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Henninger Hosts Inaugural High School 
Career Fair

For Henninger College 
and Career Counselor 
Sue Sturgeon, the goal 
in arranging a job fair for 
students at her school 
was simple.

“Sometimes, our students 
have limited access to 
job opportunities outside 
their neighborhoods 
or where their families 
work,” she shared. “As 

I talk with students, I’ve learned that they often don’t know 
about all the different opportunities open to them right here 
in our backyard. On the flip side, many local businesses are in 
dire need of entry-level employees who are willing to learn 
and move up.”

As a result, students from Henninger, as well as ITC, 
Nottingham, and Promising Futures Leadership Academy 
(PFLA), had the opportunity to meet with representatives 
from nearly 50 employers at an in-school career fair! 

Nottingham Students Learn Finance and Life Skills 
through First Generation Investors 

Personal finance. Stocks 
and bonds. Volatility 
and Diversification. 
Mutual Funds/EFTs. 
Compound interest. 
Dollar cost averaging. 

These are concepts that 
a group of Nottingham 

juniors and seniors are familiar with – thanks to the First 
Generation Investors group. Over the course of eight sessions, 
the high school students met with Syracuse University 
Finance students to learn basic financial concepts.

At the end of the program, the Nottingham students created a 
presentation showing what they learned about investing and 
how they would plan to use what they learned to protect and 
grow their assets.

At the conclusion of the program, Nottingham students 
created a final portfolio of $100 using real funds provided by 
First Generation Investors donors. The investment accounts 
will be held in trust until the students graduate from high 
school and turn 18, at which point they will receive the real 
investment account to manage themselves! 

SCSD High School Students Receive Mental Health 
First Aid Training

Sad. Lonely. Crazy. Weird. Depressed.

Students easily listed the words that they believe contribute 
to a negative sigma and attitude toward mental health 
challenges. 

Thanks to a series of trainings provided to students at all 
SCSD high schools, they also learned that 1 in 5 teens will 
experience a mental health challenge before the age of 18. 

Helio Health staff visited all SCSD high schools this spring, 
where they led six-part trainings in school health classes, 
discussing how mental health challenges can impact physical 
maturity, social development, the development of self 

and identity, and 
more. They detailed 
with students what 
behaviors could be 
cause for concern, and 
what resources are 
available to students 
and their peers who 
may need help.

High School News Corcoran Seniors Present IB Art Exhibit 

We’re so proud of our talented #SCSDArts students,  
especially those at Corcoran who completed the 
rigorous (and prestigious!) IB Art program. The 
students recently showed their IB Art portfolio 
pieces at an IB Art Exhibition – held for the first 
time in the school’s outdoor reading grove. 

Congratulations to Selena Shenandoah, Leah 
Nowak, Sophia Posadas, Amaiya Kears-McCue, 
Hayden Evans, Dre’Nye Wilson-Spady, Ollie 
Flores, Nevaeh Frazier, Julissa Vazquez, Jazmin 
Liang, and Nykle Gold! 
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Don’t miss all of our photos from this year’s graduation 
ceremonies, available to view and download at

www.flickr.com/photos/scsd/albums.

We’re so proud of our newest group of SCSD graduates. Students from 
Corcoran, Henninger, ITC, Nottingham, and PSLA at Fowler recently walked 
the stage at their respective commencement ceremonies, each held at the SRC 
Arena at Onondaga Community College. 

This year’s graduates are college, career, and civic ready. Students have plans 
to enter the military, pursue athletics at prep school, continue in Pathways 
in Technology Early College High School (P-TECH) programs, get jobs, or 
continue their education at an institution of higher learning. 

The Class of 2023 has ambitions of pursuing work in the fields of Psychology, 
Neuroscience, Urban Studies, Graphic Design, Accounting, the Music 

Industry, Business, Criminal Justice, Nursing, Engineering, Culinary 
Arts, Sports Management, Linguistics, Computer Science, Policy 
Studies, Construction, Real Estate, Finance, and so much more. We 
can’t wait to see what wonderful things they’ll experience now as 
#SCSDAlumni!

CLASS OF 2023
Congratulations,

ITC

CORCORAN

PSLA

HENNINGER

NOTTINGHAM



7SCSD NEWS

SU
M

M
ER 2023

Nottingham High SchoolNottingham High School
VALEDICTORIAN 
Maya Montena
SUNY Albany, Public 
Health 
What’s the best 
thing you’ve 
learned over the 

course of your time in the SCSD? The 
best thing I’ve learned is how to be 
independent. I’ve learned to go with 
my own flow instead of following the 
crowd. It’s a hard thing to learn in a big 
school, but I’ve really found my place – 
my niche. 

SALUTATORIAN 
Benjamin Tobin
Williams College
What advice would 
you give to other 
students as they 

continue their studies here? Ask for 
help. Usually people are not only willing 
to share information, re-explain things, 
or lend a hand, they are eager to.

Henninger High SchoolHenninger High School
VALEDICTORIAN 
ThanhThanh Nguyen 
Cornell University, 
Biology
What has been 
the best part of 
your high school 

career and why? The best part of my 
high school career has been meeting 
different people – my teachers and 
friends. They’re all so special to me! 

SALUTATORIAN 
Lauren Cameron 
Syracuse University, 
Studio Art  
What are you 
most looking 
forward to about 

college? I’m most looking forward to 
the personal discovery… having more 
extracurricular activities and different 
clubs to get involved with, and meeting 
people from different places.  

Corcoran High SchoolCorcoran High School
VALEDICTORIAN 
Ella Roerden 
Syracuse University, 
Anthropology
What is something 
major you hope 
to achieve in life? 

I hope to travel to every country in the 
world, and help tell peoples’ stories. I 
hope to get my Masters. And it would be 
cool to publish a book one day – either 
fiction, or even a compilation of essays 
I’ve written! 

Institute of Technology at Institute of Technology at 
Syracuse CentralSyracuse Central

VALEDICTORIAN 
Abdullah Ghanem
Syracuse University, 
Computer Engineering 
What was your 
proudest moment 
in high school? 

I’m proudest of the Physics internship 
I competed at SU. I was scared to 
do it because I thought it would be 
overwhelmingly hard. But I’m so glad 
I applied and that I did it! It ended up 
being something I enjoyed, and I really 
got to see how everything I studied in 
Physics class actually came about. I was 
able to work with professors and grad 
students who have more knowledge 
than me, and it was a great experience. 

PSLA at FowlerPSLA at Fowler
VALEDICTORIAN 
Joseph Carmosino
RIT, Cybersecurity
What’s the best 
thing you’ve 
learned over the 
course of your 

time in the SCSD? The best thing I’ve 
learned is that I have teachers who 
actually care about me. Having good 
connections with teachers has been 
huge, because they have helped me in 
so many ways.  

SALUTATORIAN  
Mina Cox
Boston University, 
Behavior and Health  
What advice would 
you give to other 
students as they 

continue their studies here? You 
don’t have to have it all together at all 
times! There’s pressure to know what 
you want to do – but don’t stress about 
it. You have time to figure things out. 
Get involved in a little bit of everything, 
because you don’t know what you 
don’t like until you try it! 

SALUTATORIAN 
Brendan O’Brien
Nazareth University, 
Physical Therapy
What has been the 
best part of your 
high school career 

and why?  The best part of high school 
was being able to take classes at OCC. 
They have prepared me not only for 
higher education, but also for juggling 
a work load and time management. I’ve 
had to juggle a college schedule and 
high school schedule at the same time 
– so I imagine it may be less crazy in 
college since I’ll only be managing the 
one!

SALUTATORIAN 
Gato Iratuze 

Clarkson University, 
Mechanical 
Engineering
What was your 
proudest moment 

in high school? My proudest moment 
was when I was given the news that I’m 
Salutatorian. I still remember the day I 
was told! It felt like all my hard work for 
the last four years has paid off. It made 
all the stress worth it.

You can read the full valedictorian and salutatorian interviews by visiting 
www.syracusecityschools.com/districtNews.cfm

Valedictorians & Salutatorians
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MISSION
To build, support and sustain school 
communities that provide all students with 
a high-quality education that prepares 
them to graduate as responsible, active 
citizens ready for success in college and 
careers and prepared to compete in a 
global economy.

VISION
To prepare and inspire all of our students to 
innovate locally and contribute globally.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Tamica Barnett, President

Katie Sojewicz, Vice President

Twiggy Billue

Nyatwa Bullock

Karen Cordano

Dr. Mark D. Muhammad, Ed.D.

Dan Romeo

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Anthony Davis, Superintendent 

Pamela Odom, Deputy Superintendent

TBD, Chief Operations Officer

Laura Kelley, Ed.D., Chief Academic Officer

Timothy Moon, Chief Accountability Officer

TBD, Chief Ombuds Officer

Scott Persampieri, Chief Human Resources 
Officer

Michael Puntschenko, Chief Financial Officer

Monique Wright-Williams, Chief of Staff

>> Share your questions, comments or 
concerns 24/7 using the Let’s Talk tool at www.
syracusecityschools.com

SAY YES 
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT  
Azian Goodrich  –  
Institute of Technology at 
Syracuse Central Class of 
2020
What college are you going to & 
what is your major(s)/minor(s)?

I am a rising senior Business 
Management Major at Morehouse 
College in Atlanta, Georgia.

What do you like most about 
college?

College is an experience that allows 
you to grow as you take a deeper dive 
into your career ventures. College has 
also allowed me to create friendships, 
connections and bonds that have 
positively impacted my life.

What does Say Yes mean to you?

Say Yes means opportunity. Say Yes 
means impact. Say Yes means change. 
Say Yes represents a commitment to 
equity and opportunity in education. 
By investing in the education of 
young people, the initiative is 
helping to create a more just and 
prosperous society. It is a recognition 
that every student, regardless of 
their background or circumstances, 
deserves a chance to achieve their 
full potential.

Read Azian’s full spotlight at 
sayyessyracuse.org. 

Learn more and sign up for the Say Yes 
newsletter at SayYesSyracuse.org


