
When Aariana Shortell and Isabella Pascale enter Roberts 
Pre-K-8 School as Teaching Assistants, they are excited to jump 
right in and help with whatever students are working on. 

They’ve helped with construction paper turkeys, assisting with 
gluing and writing. They’ve helped small groups of students 
make posters that identify colors. They’ve read to young 
students. They’ve taught math and writing skills. They’ve even 
assisted teachers by decorating bulletin boards.

Ari, a Corcoran junior, and Isabella, a Corcoran senior, are both 
studying in their high school’s Urban Teacher Prep program – a 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) pathway intended to 
help students prepare for a career in urban education. 

Both students have had a lifelong interest in the field of 
education, and their experience in the Urban Teacher Prep 
program has offered them the opportunity to learn about 
lesson planning, classroom management, brain development, 
effective teaching strategies and more. The program has even 
enabled them to shadow teaching staff at neighboring Roberts 
Pre-K-8 School, where they are able to observe and try out the 
things they learn about in their own high school classrooms. 

That experience is what 
helped David Ortiz discover 
the career path he feels called 
to follow. In June 2022, Mr. 
Ortiz completed the Urban 
Teacher Prep program, 
graduated from Corcoran, and 
is now working full-time as a 
Pre-K Teaching Assistant at 
Delaware Primary School!

“My senior year, I spent a lot 
of time at Roberts, working 

with second graders,” 
Mr. Ortiz recalled. “It was 
really nice. I saw how 
excited the younger kids 
were about learning, and 
that’s when I realized that 
teaching is something I 
really want to do.”

Thanks to his high school 
CTE training, Mr. Ortiz 
said the job itself hasn’t 
been the biggest challenge 
– the mental adjustment 
has been. 

“I knew what to expect because I had that experience in high 
school,” he said. “The weird thing has been transitioning from 
student to staff member. Sometimes, I’ll walk through the halls 
and I’ll call another adult by Mr. or Ms. I have to remind myself: 
I’m a teacher now! It’s pretty fun being on the other side of it. 
I know a little bit about what the kids are going through, and I 
can help them through it.” 

Students who complete the Urban Teacher Prep program 
also have a leg up in their college credits. In their senior year, 
students are invited to take two college-level English classes on 
the Onondaga Community College campus. Upon graduation, 
students have the opportunity to enter college or, as Ms. Ortiz 
did, try to get hired right away – allowing them to enter the NYS 
retirement system at just 18 years old! 

In addition, students who enter the SCSD as Teaching Assistants 
following the completion of the Urban Teacher Prep program, 
like Mr. Ortiz, may enter the Career Ladder program. Through 
the Career Ladder program, employees are encouraged to 
pursue higher education opportunities that will help lead them 
to advancement within the SCSD, with the District paying for a 
certain number of credit hours per year.

To learn more about the Urban Teacher Prep program and 
all of the CTE programs offered in the SCSD, visit www.
syracusecityschools.com/CTE. 
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Corcoran CTE Program 
Helps Lead SCSD Graduates 
Back Home - as Employees
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Dear Families,

Our schools have been busy this fall, engaging students in an exciting 
new year of learning. It has been wonderful to see the creative ways 
staff are helping to prepare students for their future. At Lincoln, 
students are taking accountability for their own learning and 
showing what they know at the school’s first-ever AVID Expo. Special 
Education students are experiencing a taste of college life – and gaining 
independence – through the OnCampus and InclusiveU programs at 
Syracuse University; and Corcoran students in their school’s Urban 
Teacher Preparation program are getting an early look at what it’s like 
to work in the field of education. 

As a district, we are also proud to offer students opportunities to thrive 
– and that goes beyond academics. This year, each SCSD high school 
student was given their own laptop in our new One to World program to 
help put the world at their fingertips. And at Syracuse STEM @ Blodgett, 
students are being entrusted to serve in leadership positions, where 
they are learning about their influence as positive role models among 
their peers.  

Of course, student mental health remains of the utmost importance. 
This year, all SCSD classroom teachers have been provided with funding 
to create a ‘Time Away Space’ within their room. Now, anytime students 
find themselves needing a quiet minute away, they have a safe space 
in their classroom where they are encouraged to go to reset, engage in 
calming strategies, and return to their learning. 

Enjoy the Thanksgiving recess with your loved ones – and as always, 
please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns by 
contact your child’s school or by visiting www.syracusecityschools.com/
LetsTalk!

Sincerely,

Anthony Q. Davis 
Interim Superintendent

A MESSAGE FROM THE INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT IMPORTANT DATES

November 2022
14 Winter JV/Varsity Athletics Begin

16 High School Report Card 
Distribution

23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday

24 Thanksgiving

28 Board of Education Work Session

30 Board of Education Work Session

December 2022
8 High School Interim Report Card 

Distribution

9 Half Day for All Schools

14 Board of Education Meeting

19 Board of Education Work Session

21 Winter Solstice

21 Elementary and Middle School 
Interim Report Card Distribution

21 Board of Education Work Session

26-30 Holiday Recess

syracusecityschools.com

SCSD Families Receive Food, School 
Supplies, and More
Thanks to the generosity of Feed the Children, Price 
Rite, and Jubilee Homes, as part of the ‘Feeding 
Minds and Bodies Tour,’ hundreds of SCSD families 
received food, personal care items, school supplies 
and book, and more. #SCSDGivesThanks to these 
groups, and all who contributed to this effort… we 
appreciate your generosity and support of our SCSD 
community! 

See more great photos from this event by visiting 
www.flickr.com/photos/scsd.
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“Hello, students! Let’s make sure we 
remember to meet our expectations 
for the day!” 

Each morning, Gianny 
Serrano makes an off-the-cuff 
announcement to the Syracuse 
STEM at Blodgett building via the 
school’s loudspeakers.

Gianny isn’t a staff member, though 
– he’s an 8th grade student – and the 
school’s Student Assistant Principal! 

For the second year, STEM at 
Blodgett Principal Harry Valentin 
has selected student leaders to 
serve as the school’s Student 
Assistant Principal and Student 
Assistant Bus Coordinator. The 
student administrators each have 
their own ID badge with their 

name and title, and they even have 
their own “mini office” within the 
principal’s office. 

Carlos said the experience has 
helped him view leadership in a 
new way. 

“On the first day of school, I had a 
classmate who was being bullied,” 
he explained. “I asked him to sit 
with me. That’s being a leader. 
When adults let us be leaders, it 
helps us to be better people. When 
Dr. Valentin let me take on this 
job, I started behaving better, and 
everything changed for me in 
school.” 

The goal of this opportunity – and 
others being offered throughout 
the school – is to help students 
feel empowered to be positive role 
models in their school. 

Syracuse STEM at Blodgett Students Empowered through Student Administrator Roles

Where did you go to high 
school, and when did you 
graduate? I went to Nottingham 
High School and graduated at 
the beginning of the pandemic 
in 2020, a year earlier than my 
intended graduation date.

What college are you going 
to & what is your major(s)/minor(s)? I attend Syracuse 
University and am majoring in Public Health. I will be 
graduating a year early (at the end of the summer of 2023).

What do you like most about college? My favorite thing 
about college is being able to explore the variety of interests 
I have, while having professors there to help guide my 
curiosity and expand my knowledge.

What does Say Yes mean to 
you? Say Yes is one of the best 
programs I have been introduced 
to. Without Say Yes I would not 
have gone to, or been able to 
attend college.

What advice would you give high school 
students who are considering seeking a college 
degree through Say Yes?  
I would say go for it and enjoy your college 
experience! Take your time to find something 
that you are very passionate about and have fun 
every step of the way. You have to opportunity to 
make some lifelong connections with peers and 
professors that can help you while in college and 
later while you are in the workforce.

Getting into College 
is as Easy as 1-2-3!

1. Apply for Financial Aid after October 15 of 
your senior year

2. Complete a Say Yes online application no 
later than July 1 

3. Enroll as a full-time student at a Say Yes 
partner college

My Say Yes Story: Hunter Kusak

Learn more, read Hunter’s full spotlight, and sign up for the Say Yes newsletter at www.sayyessyracuse.org 

PK-8th Grade News
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SCSD Classrooms Offer ‘Time Away Spaces’ 
to Support Student Mental Health
This year, if a SCSD student – of any age – acts withdrawn, shows anxiety, 
is tense or agitated, or just needs a few minutes to themselves, they are 
invited to attend a Time Away Space… right in their own classroom.

Each SCSD classroom teacher was provided with $500 to facilitate the 
creation of their own unique classroom Time Away Space, intended to 
be a place for students to reset and manage their emotions so they are 
prepared to return to the learning environment.

“If I feel angry or anxious or hyped, I can use the peace corner,” Porter 4th 
grade student Qoy’Dronicus Glover-Moore explained. “There’s stuff there 
to help us calm down. It has a wiggly chair for us if we need to move, or 
there are little toys we can use. When I was little, I’d get angry and make 
fists with my hands. Now, I can go to the peace corner and squeeze one of 
the squeeze toys instead.”

Spaces look different in every classroom: they can include everything 
from fidget toys, cozy seating, pillows, and weighted blankets to noise-
cancelling headphones, conflict resolution books, journals, sensory 
sand, yoga cards, and more. They are spaces where students can take the 
time to independently recognize and manage their emotions and build 
independence in allowing students to self-regulate.

In addition to the new ‘Time Away Spaces,’ all 
SCSD schools offer a variety of mental health 
supports and services for students, staff, and 
families. To learn more, please contact your 
school’s main office or contact the Office of 

Student Support Services at (315) 435-4131. 

Lincoln Middle School is striving to become an AVID 
Demonstration School – which would allow it to serve as a 
site for AVID educators from around the state to visit and 
observe the positive impact of proper AVID implementation. 

At the school’s 
first-ever AVID Expo, 
students of all grade 
levels were given 
the opportunity 
to show that they 
truly understand 
the purpose behind 
the routines and 
strategies their 
teachers use in class! 
They were also asked 
to show how they 

stay organized, complete all five phases of focused note-
taking, and that they understand why it matters to their 
future success. Students collaborated with peers through 
various games, they received a free t-shirt once their binder 
passed inspection, and they answered questions various 
AVID learning strategies. 

“The event did what we intended, which was to get the 
students talking about AVID,” Instructional Coach Meg 
Himes shared. “If we are going to reach demonstration 
status, we need everyone on board and aware of our goal. 
The AVID Expo did all of that and more. We are feeling 
thrilled for the year to come and confident in our ability to 
truly embody AVID schoolwide!”

“My favorite part of the AVID Expo was when we got praise 
for knowing the answers to questions,” sixth grader 
Danielys Flores said. “That made me feel happy and loved.”

Lincoln Students Recognized for Positive Work at 
First-Ever AVID Expo
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Syracuse Firefighters 
Teach About Fire 
Prevention 

During Fire Prevention Week in October, 
the Syracuse Fire Department planned 
several community events to help 
encourage Syracuse families to create an 
emergency escape plan and install (or 
test) their home smoke detectors. In an 
effort to bring this messaging into our 
schools, firefighters even volunteered in 
several SCSD elementary schools to visit 
with students – reading a book, answering 
students’ questions, and talking about 
the importance of fire prevention and 
fire safety. At Huntington, the SFD even 
performed a rescue demonstration 
featuring Interim Superintendent Davis. 
#SCSDGivesThanks to the Syracuse Fire 
Department for all they do to help keep our 
community safe! 

Frazer Students 
Recognized in Fire 
Prevention Week Poster 
Contest

Congratulations to Frazer students Lily 
Jamison and Norah Beatrice – the 1st 
and 2nd place winners of the Syracuse Fire 
Department’s 100th Anniversary of Fire 
Prevention Week Poster Contest! These fifth 
grade students created their winning designs 
in art class, where they learned about how 
illustrations can represent information. Way 
to go, Frazer scholar artists! 

SCSD K-8 Students Enjoy Reading Initiative 
One School, One Book 

All SCSD elementary and K-8 
schools have the opportunity to 
engage in a family reading event 
this year, thanks to a special 
grant. 

The “One School, One Book” 
initiative provided each student 
with a book, selected by their 
school’s planning team. Over the 
course of a few weeks, students 
were offered engaging activities 

and incentives to encourage them – and their families – to read! 

Thanks to a grant from the Cabrini Foundation, secured by Read To Them, 
an organization dedicated to creating a culture of literacy in every home, 
each school was also provided with money to use for book nights, project 
incentives, supplies, and more. 

At Van Duyn, students read the book “Dragons in a Bag.” To kick off their 
schoolwide celebration, as students were provided with the book, they were 
asked to sign a special pledge, committing to reading 100 minutes in the first 
week of October. Students who held up their end of the bargain were offered 
a free ticket to the SU vs. North Carolina State football game!

“This book is amazing,” fourth grade student Hayleigh Coker shared. “It has 
a lot of detail. I like reading! I wouldn’t have picked this book, but it has a 
lot of things in it that I like. I like that the kid got to know his grandmother, 
because not all kids get to meet their grandparents – so it’s relatable.” 

At Frazer, students in kindergarten through 2nd grade read “A Boy Called 
Bat” by Elana Arnold; students in grades 3-5 read “Drita My Homegirl” 
by Jenny Lombard; and students in grades 6-8 read “Restart” by Gordan 
Korman. Students were presented with a weekly trivia question on the 
school announcements, with students receiving prizes for submitting 
correct answers. 

“The book I’m reading is about a girl who moves from Africa to America,” 
Frazer fifth grade student Ken Kha explained. “I can relate, because I moved 
to America from Asia – my dad was already here, just like [the book’s main 
character’s] dad was. I like to read the book out loud at home – reading is 
fun to help pass the time and it also helps me in school!”

Community Support Brings 
New Trees to Salem Hyde
Thanks to tree donations from the City of 
Syracuse, Salem Hyde students will soon have 
some new shady areas to enjoy around their 
school field and playground. Salem Hyde 4th 
grade teacher Ms. Macro worked with the 
City and Onondaga Earth Corps to plant the 
trees – Earth Corps volunteers even taught 
her students about the value and importance 
of trees. #SCSDGivesThanks for the 
generosity of our community partners in 
supporting our schools and students!
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Flowers – and Students – Bloom in 
PSLA at Fowler’s School Greenhouse

For four days a week, Dave Sawyer spends his mornings in 
the garden he has been carefully cultivating for several years.

Then, right on schedule, the teenagers arrive.

For several hours each day, Mr. Sawyer shares his love 
of gardening with PSLA at Fowler student volunteers in 
their school greenhouse, which he helped create in what 
had previously been a science classroom, then storage 
room. Thanks to donations from the community, and the 
interest of PSLA students, the greenhouse has grown into 
an impressive garden space: complete with a banana tree, 
cacti, philodendrons, ferns, and more. This time of year, the 
students are also growing cilantro, basil, garlic, and even 
carrots! The plants are housed on wood racks, which were 
built by students in the school’s Electrical Trades program.

“It’s so relaxing in here with the plants,” senior Benedicte 
Owanga shared. “Last year, I grew a white geranium for my 
mom for Mother’s Day. This year, I’m growing a Coleus plant. 
I don’t like dirt and I’ve never been into gardening – but it’s 
so nice to see things grow. You start with just a container of 
dirt, but every day, you get to watch it grow and change into 
something pretty!” 

In the spring, the greenhouse produces an abundance of 
vegetables, enabling the students to take home what they 
want and grow their own food. When the group recently re-
landscaped a garden near their school’s entryway, they also 
had leftover sunflower seeds, which some students brought 
home to grown on their own. Each spring, they also grow 
flowers to give to kindergarteners at Frazer! 

Anyone interested in donating seeds or plants to the PSLA 
greenhouse is encouraged to do so – they can be left in the 
PSLA at Fowler main office to the attention of Dave Sawyer. 

One to World 
Program Provides 
SCSD High School 
Students with 
Individual Laptops

This year, all SCSD high school students started their school 
year with a special new school supply: their own laptop! 
Through the ‘One to World’ project, the District purchased 
a device for each SCSD high school student – along with a 
laptop bag for if the student would like to bring the device to 
and from school; and in-school laptop lockers for those who 
choose to leave their device in their school building. 

Students are asked to have their device with them at 
school each day so they can participate in engaging lessons 
utilizing technology. Over the summer, teachers were trained 
in preparing lessons that incorporate technology. The 
immediate goal is that, thanks to individualized access to 
technology, students will see academic gains. Longer term, 
the program was created to help connect students with the 
real world while preparing them for it. 

“Our hope is that our kids can get practice using technology 
to communicate, create and manage their lives,” Director of 
Professional Development Manami Tezuka shared. “The 
hope is that students will be more prepared for college 
and career when they leave high school, instead of having 
to figure out everything under the pressures of college or 
work. The point is not the laptop; but rather, what you need 
to know and be able to do to become a contributor and 
participant in the world.” 

Henninger Girls Tennis Team Hosts 
Combined Senior Night 
We love to celebrate 
#SCSDAthletics - and 
the sportsmanship of our 
student athletes! Earlier 
in the fall, the Henninger 
girls varsity tennis team 
hosted senior night, along 
with their sister tennis 
team at F-M High School. 

“We have a tradition where 
we invite each other to 
each other’s senior night, representing our seniors together,” 
Henninger Coach Diane Weismore shared. “This is a special 
and great bonding experience between the top of the section 
(FM) and Henninger, who struggles in the AA SAC Metro 
League amongst the tough schedules. Nonetheless, these girls 
have created a long-lasting relationship and bond!”

This fall, the Henninger girls volleyball team was also pleased 
to share the spotlight as they hosted a special Alumni 
Recognition Night!

High School News
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Special Education 
Students 
Experience 
College – and 
Independence –  
through SCSD and 
SU Partnerships
Each morning last year, Emilio Smith 
got on the bus at his house and was 
dropped off on the Syracuse University 
campus. There, his SU mentor met him, 
and he began his day. 

Emilio, a 2022 Corcoran graduate and 
former SCSD Special Education student, 
experienced college life during his 
senior year of high school as part of 
the OnCampus program. OnCampus 
offered him the opportunity to spend 
a year on the SU campus, attending 
classes and seminars and receiving 
real-world experience, all in an effort 
to help him gain independence.

Any SCSD student with an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 

is eligible to apply for the OnCampus 
program, which is free for students. 
The program offers students the 
opportunity to engage in college 
classes, and also attend seminars to 
discuss financial education, community 
service, and other life topics. They are 
provided with on-campus supports 
including speech, physical therapy, or 
other related services. Ultimately, from 
7:15 am – 2:45 pm Monday through 
Friday, students are offered the ability 
to live and work as college students. 

Emilio said his year with the program 
helped his confidence grow. 

“With the OnCampus program, I took a 

history class and an art class,” Emilio 
shared. “I was so focused, and I took 
notes, and I did projects. It was a 
good experience and it helped me feel 
prepared for this semester. It was my 
first time being on a college campus, 
and it’s been brilliant. My favorite part 
is taking the classes, because it has 
taught me how to express myself and 
it’s built my confidence.” 

After completing the OnCampus 
program, students have the 
opportunity to apply for continuing 
education through a Syracuse 
University program, called InclusiveU. 
The certificate program provides 
students with disabilities the 
opportunity to attend college and live 
in dorms to experience a 24/7 college 
experience! 

Families interested in finding 
out more about the OnCampus 
program should reach out to 
SCSD Transition Counselor 
Brian Buda, or visit www.
syracusecityschools.com/
transitionprograms. To learn 
more about InclusiveU, visit  
www.inclusiveu.org.

SCSD Schools Attended: Levy Middle 
School, Nottingham High School (‘97)

College/trade school and Major:  
I attended Potsdam University to study 
Philosophy & Music, though I never 
completed the degree.

Career Path: For 10 years, I was a  
touring musician and recording artist. I 
spent five years as a City Councilor, and 
now I am Project Director for the I-81 
project.

The coolest thing about my job is...
Seeing the positive impacts that the 
work I’m doing has on the community. 
We’ve revitalized parks and community 
centers, and we’ve changed the way the 
city addresses important problems. My 
new job working with 81 will be another 

great opportunity to continue making an 
impact.

The most valuable thing I learned in 
school is... To deeply appreciate diversity. 
I feel blessed to have been raised in an 
environment with so many different 
cultural backgrounds and varying life 
experiences. It was definitely an education 
within an education.

I’m proud to be a SCSD graduate 
because… SCSD 100% made me who I 
am. My experiences at Levy & Nottingham 
defined my journey.

One piece of advice I’d give to SCSD 
students is ‘The journey of 1,000 miles 
starts with a single step.’  If you have a 
dream or goal, start taking the steps you 
can in that direction. Persistence pays off!

Alumni Spotlight: JOE DRISCOLL
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