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“I think it is so crucial to recognize, 
celebrate and leverage the linguistic 
repertoire of our students,” ENL 
teacher Madison Shaw explained. 

“This is the first time I did this 
project, but with the students’ joy 
for the project and their families’ 
feedback, I know I will do it again 
next year!” 

Students were encouraged to have 
conversations with their families 
about how they got their names and 
why they are meaningful. Then, they 
started a writing piece in which they 
were encouraged to tell the story in 
English and in their native language. 
Next, students created visuals to 
represent their “full name,” drawing 
important symbols that connect to 
their name, such as their country’s 
flag, their favorite food, and more. 
Ultimately, the students were tasked 
with presenting their finished 
product to their classmates! 

“I liked this project because I learned 
about my name,” Rimaz AlNemr 

said. “My name means a lot of things 
that most people don’t know about. 
Rimaz means ‘like God.’ My grandpa 
chose it for me because no one else 
has this name in my family. My name 
makes me feel brave and kind.” 

“My name is important to me,” 
Lodrigue Basimise explained. “My 
mom and dad chose it because it 
means to be gentle and kind. This 
project helped me learn to correct 
people if they say my name wrong!”

We celebrate the 
#SCSDDiversity 
of our students 
and schools and 
appreciate projects 
like this that 
encourage students 
to celebrate 
their unique 
backgrounds, 
cultures, and 
identities! 

Dr. Weeks Students Celebrate 
Cultural Identities through Special 
ENL Project
What’s in a name? English as a New Language (ENL) students 
at Dr. Weeks can tell you, thanks to a special cultural identity 
project they recently completed. The fifth graders researched and 
celebrated the origins of their names and identified ways that 
names are treated differently in society.  
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“I think it is so crucial 
to recognize, celebrate 
and leverage the 
linguistic repertoire  
of our students”

- ENL teacher Madison Shaw
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This January, the Syracuse City School 
District is pleased to announce the 
launch of our new Diversity, Equity, and 
Belonging team.

Led by Director Dr. Reba Hodge, 
the group will use DEB as a lens 
through which we see, recognize, and 

intentionally address systematic inequalities. The ultimate 
goal is to help reshape the culture of our district through 
sustained and focused efforts that focus on realizing a 
vision of a thriving school system.

Stay tuned for more information as this process continues – 
in the meantime, please visit www.syracusecityschools.com 
to learn more about DEB! 

Dear Families,

Happy New Year! It is an especially happy start to the year 
for me, as I have the honor of transitioning from your Interim 
Superintendent to your Superintendent. It has been a true 
privilege for me to lead the SCSD these last several months, and I 
look forward to continuing to work with each student, family, and 
staff member – as well as the larger community – to help advance 
our District in my new role!

As we begin 2023, our goal remains ensuring that each and every 
student – and staff member, and family – feels included and 
celebrated in the Syracuse City School District. 

This month, we are pleased to launch our Office of Diversity, 
Equity and Belonging. Led by Director Dr. Reba Hodge (formerly 
Vice Principal at Van Duyn Elementary), the group will aim to 
address systematic inequalities. This month, Dr. Hodge will lead 
a listening tour to speak with school administrators and staff 
representing all SCSD schools and departments; and from there, 
she will expand her efforts to meet with students and families as 
well. I look forward to your participation as we expand our DEB 
efforts! 

Meanwhile, this month, you’ll hear about the projects some of 
our teachers are leading to help students celebrate their heritage 
and who they are. At Dr. Weeks, English as a New Language (ENL) 
students engaged in a project to learn about the story behind 
their names; and at Syracuse STEM @ Blodgett, ENL students 
wrote poems about where their families come from, ultimately 
recording them in podcasts to help students share their own 
stories.

Our diversity is what makes us great! 

Sincerely,

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

January 2023
16 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Birthday— No School

17 Superintendent’s Parent  
Council

18 Board of Education Finance 
Work Session— 4:30 PM

23 High School Marking  
Period 2 Ends

23 Board of Education Work 
Session— 4:30 PM

24-27 Regents Exams

25 Elementary and Middle School 
Report Card Distribution

25 Board of Education Work 
Session— 4:30 PM

IMPORTANT DATES

New to SCSD!

February 2023
1 High School Report Card 

Distribution

8 Board of Education Meeting— 
5:30 PM

11 All City Band Concert—  
2:00 PM, Corcoran

15 Board of Education Work 
Session— 4:30 PM

16 All City Orchestra Concert— 
6:30 PM, H.W. Smith

17 Elementary, Middle and High 
School Interim Report Card Distro

20-24 Winter Recess— No School

27 Board of Education Work 
Session— 4:30 PM

SCSD Welcomes Our New Diversity, Equity and Belonging Team!
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High School Students Receive 
Full-Ride College Scholarships

Congratulations 
to Corcoran 
seniors Martin 
Graine and Selena 
Shenandoah, who 
have both received 
full-ride college 
scholarships through 
the QuestBridge 
program! Martin 
will be attending 
Brown University, 

and Selena will be attending Boston 
University. Henninger seniors 
Esraa Al Masalmeh and Sonia 

Mutimukeye have 
also received full-ride 
scholarships through 
the program – Esraa 
will be attending 
Colgate University 
and Sonia will be 
attending Hamilton 
College. We’re so 
proud of these 
#SCSDCollegeReady 
scholars!

NSBE Students Recognized at 
Regional Competition

Students in the SCSD National 
Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) 
program earned impressive honors 
at this year’s NSBE Fall Regional 
Competition and Conference. 

In the Ten80 racing challenge, 
students were tasked with fixing 
and driving a race car, without 
crashing, through a rigorous course. 
Aleda Guerraro (ITC) won first 
place; Kellen Hicks (Nottingham) 

won second place; and Adrian 
Alnutt (Grant) was a runner 
up. In the Technical Innovations 
Competition, students were asked 
to conduct research using scientific 
methodology to organize data 
and explain their findings. Angela 
Kumah (Nottingham) and Sarah 
Kapalanga (ITC) came in first place 
for their combined project, “Tidal 
Disruption and Stellar Evolution.” 
Finally, in a math skills and drills 
competition, Angela and Sarah 
placed first at the high school level 
and Elizabeth Kuman (HW Smith) 
placed first at the middle school level. 

SCSD Adult Education Student 
Named NYS 
Student of the 
Year
Congratulations 
to Abdul Basir 
Mohammadi 
from the Refugee 

Assistance Program (Bob’s School), 
who was recently named the 2022 
Student of the Year by the New York 
Association for Continuing/Community 
Education! Abdul was nominated 
by his teacher, Matt Centore, and 
Employment Consultant Raisa Sinitsin. 
He came to Syracuse from Afghanistan 
in October 2021 and has since gone 
on to achieve success not only in the 
education program but also in his 
employment – where he was promoted 
on the third day on the job at Stickley 
Furniture!

Nottingham Students Recognized 
in Local Photography Contest

Two Nottingham students were 
recognized in the Bousquet Holstein 
Annual Photography Contest for high 
school students. Congratulations 
to senior Maya Montena and 
sophomore Amiah Crisler, whose 
works were chosen among the 
23 winners from more than 160 
submissions! Both students were 
finalists in the competition, and Maya 
received an Honorable Mention for 
her photo, which placed her in the 
top six of all photos! 

SCSD Students Celebrated 
in Farm to School Poster 
Contest

Congratulations to Huntington 5th 
grade student Amelia Militi, Grant 
8th grade student Nancy Win, 
and Corcoran 10th grade student 
Shaima Osman – the winners of 
the first-ever SCSD Farm to School 
Poster Contest! The SCSD Office of 
Food and Nutrition Services recently 
hosted a contest to celebrate the 
monthly fruits and vegetables that 
are provided to students through our 
Farm to School partnerships… and 
of the more than 150 entries, these 
three students’ designs were selected 
as the winners. 

Student & Staff Spotlights
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We are proud of the ways 
#SCSDGivesBack! This winter, 
Meachem 4th grade teacher Jonathan 
Lamon challenged his students: could 
they collectively raise $100 to support 
cancer awareness? He even added an 
incentive: if students raised $100 or 
more over the course of a month, he 
would dye his beard a color of their 
choosing!

A few weeks later, having raised an 
impressive $403 for The Upstate 
Foundation, students voted – deciding 
that Mr. Lamon would be dyeing his 
beard pink and purple!  

“Cancer has unfortunately touched most 
everyone, in one way or another,” Mr. 
Lamon shared. “I wanted to support 
a great cause while encouraging our 
children to think outside their typical 
school day and think of others. My 
hope is that the students viewed this 
as a positive experience and a positive 
way to make the world a better place.” 

Fourth grade student Narae Gibson’s 
mother, Heather Seymour, heard about 
the effort and even took the initiative 
to her workplace, soliciting donations 
from her colleagues! Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this 
important cause. 

Van Duyn Students Explore 
Downtown Syracuse
Van Duyn students enjoyed a special 
day exploring downtown Syracuse  
this winter, thanks to an 
interdisciplinary unit of inquiry  
called “How We Express Ourselves.”

In art class, they 
made ornaments 
to display on 
their school’s tree 
at the Everson 
Museum of Art’s 
Festival of Trees 
and Light; in 
music class, they learned the story of 
the Nutcracker and how music tells a 
story; during library time, they learned 
about various movers and shakers in 
the arts that have paved the way; and 
in gym, they learned ballet! Then, as 
part of their field work experience, the 
students used field guides to visit the 
Everson, decorate cookies provided by 
ITC Culinary Arts students, engaged in 
a scavenger hunt at Central Library, and 
ended the day viewing a Syracuse Ballet 
performance of the Nutcracker. 

To wrap up their learning, students then 
used their field guide and experience to 
complete a CER response to convince 
other third grade teachers to bring 
students on this experience next year!

McKinley-Brighton Students 
Receive Coat Donations

McKinley-Brighton students will  
be a little warmer this winter,  
thanks to the generosity of the  
Syracuse Fire Department and Syracuse 
Fire Local 280. Through Operation 
Warm, Local 280 donated hundreds 
of winter coats for McKinley-Brighton 
students in kindergarten through 
2nd grade, as well as hats and gloves. 
#SCSDGivesThanks for their support! 

Meachem Community Raises Money 
for The Upstate Foundation

Elementary Students Have Fun with Math Fluency
Bellevue Elementary students are filling beehives; Roberts students are racing 
roadrunners; and Webster students are building a forest… all as part of new 
incentives to help them build math fluency.

Every ten days or so, students have an opportunity to show off their speed and 
accuracy. They’re asked to complete as many math problems as possible in a given 
amount of time. If they successfully answer all the problems, they advance to the 
next level and earn a bee, a roadrunner or a leaf for their fluency incentive! 

Webster students say the ‘fluency forest’ has helped them learn their math facts 
and also realize the importance of math in their lives. 

“The leaves help me stay motivated because once I memorize the times tables, then 
I can 100% complete my assignment, and I know them for any time after that, too, 
like for a test,” 5th grader Jonah Jaffier said. 

That easier recall is what Math Instructional 
Coach Debbie Gilbert said is the ultimate goal.

“The students are learning strategies and 
internalizing them so it takes them less effort 
when the more complicated problems come 
up,” Ms. Gilbert explained. 

Elementary News
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SCSD Fifth Graders Experience Fine 
Arts Up Close at The Everson

“I like this piece because of the realism.  
And because black and yellow are my  
favorite colors!”

Moses Sekarore, a fifth grade student at 
Syracuse Latin, had an interesting take on 

‘Alpha Delta’ by Morris Louis, a large piece 
of art hanging high on the lobby wall at the 
Everson Museum of Art. And that was the 
point of this annual field trip, in which all 
SCSD fifth grade students are provided with 
the opportunity to take a field trip to explore 
the art on display at the famed local museum.

For going on a decade, funding from the SCSD 
Fine Arts Department has enabled all SCSD 
fifth graders to make this trip, in which they 
spend two hours exploring the museum and 
learning more about art in an up close,  
hands-on way. 

“The sculptures were my favorite part,” Eddie 
O’Malley shared. “I like the symbolism of 
hope coming out of the chaos. There is a lot of 
creativity here – it’s awesome to be here!”

Students broke into small groups and then 
either toured the museum with a docent or 
participated in an arts activity. After an hour, 
they switched to experience the other activity. 
When not touring the museum, students had 
the opportunity to paint with watercolor 
using techniques developed by local artist 
Dan Shanahan, watch a history of hip hop 
performance by traveling dance troupe 
Versa Style, or watch an age-appropriate 
educational video about art theory. 

Over the course of a month, more than 1,300 
SCSD fifth graders walked the galleries of 
the museum. Thank you to the Fine Arts 
Department and the staff at the Everson for 
making this experience possible! 

Ed Smith Students Raise Nearly $900 for United Way of 
Central New York

For the second year in a row, Ed Smith 
students made it their mission to collect a 
sizeable donation to benefit the United Way 
of Central New York! 

Through three events – a chili cookoff, a 
pie throwing contest, and a Penny Wars 

collection competition – the school community together raised $890 to 
contribute to the local organization. 

This year, some classes started strategizing to help their collection take 
the lead; they would “coin bomb” other classes. In the Ed Smith collection, 
pennies counted as their normal value – but any silver coins or paper 
money collected counted negatively against a class’s amount raised. So 
some students would collect silver coins to donate to the leading classes; 
others would save their pennies until the last minute, to allow them to 
remain less of a target. 

Ultimately, Ms. Moon’s 4th grade class won first place and raised the most 
funds in the K-5 contest, and Ms. Mone’s 6th grade class won first place in 
the 6-8 contest.

“We like to help out with whatever we can,” seventh grader Ella Myers 
shared. “We can connect with our friends while we’re also helping out. 
It took a lot of time to count all the coins that were collected, but it was 
definitely worth the effort!”

STEM @ Blodgett Students Create Podcasts Highlighting  
their Identities

I pretended that I could speak English when I 
was little, but I grew up speaking Spanish.

I believe I can chase my dreams. I want to be  
a teacher. 

Syracuse STEM @ Blodgett seventh grade 
student Shakiaris Lind wrote “I’m Puerto 

Rican and No One Can Change That” as part of a class project, aimed at 
helping students celebrate and share their family’s cultural identity. 

English as a New Language teacher Alysha Bates said she was hoping 
her students would gain a sense of self-awareness by engaging in some 
introspection. Students wrote their own “I Am” poems, identifying places 
their family is from and considering how those places have impacted who 
they are and how they think about themselves. 

After writing their poems, students were tasked with recording it as their 
own ‘podcast.’ Their recordings were then uploaded to an online map, where 
students could pinpoint where their family is from; as well as listen to their 
classmates’ recordings. 

While Shakiaris was born in the United States, she said she feels strongly 
connected to her Puerto Rican heritage. 

“I loved this project because I loved being able to show off that I’m Puerto 
Rican. I really love Puerto Rico because it’s my culture. You can learn a lot 
about other people and their culture when we open up like this.” 

PK-8 Grade News
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Music students from all SCSD high 
schools recently enjoyed a unique fine 
arts experience: an opera performance 
live in their own school building! 

Thanks to a partnership between 
Syracuse Opera, WCNY and CNY Arts, 

the Syracuse Opera performed ‘No 
Cowards in Our Band,’ an opera based 
on the life and work of runaway slave 
and abolitionist Frederick Douglass. 
The goal? To introduce high school 
students to opera while educating them 
about history, equity and inclusion.

Corcoran students, staff, and volunteers recently spent a 
Saturday on the high school campus, engaging in the  
annual “Fall Raketacular” campus cleanup event organized 
by Paul Grace. 

Together with the Syracuse Cougars ice hockey team, the 
group raked and hauled away truckloads of leaves to prepare 
the school grounds for winter.  

“Several truckloads of leaves left the property and the 
sweep around the entire auditorium was awesome,” Mr. 
Grace said. “The hockey squad and coaches were ready to 
work and they did just that – quite a group. It was nice to 
spend time and meet the new faces for this season. The 
school and myself are grateful for the support of the SCSD 
Facilities Department for helping us get this necessary work 
accomplished. Now… let it snow!”

Henninger Senior Receives Scholarship 
from The Good Life Foundation
Henninger senior Amani Foster recently received 
a $2,000 scholarship from The Good Life Foundation, 
allowing her to compete in a cheerleading finals 
competition in Walt Disney World and supporting her 
graduation expenses.

Thanks to the Delta Zeta Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity Inc. at Syracuse University, the scholarship 
was presented at SU’s Ms. Black and Gold Pageant. 
The Good Life Foundation currently partners with five 
SCSD schools and assists students who are struggling 
academically and beyond, supporting them as they 

turn over a new leaf. 

“Amani has turned her 
life, attitude, academics, 
behavior, and attendance 
around,” Henninger 
Principal Shirelle 
Dowdell shared. “She is 
amazing and we are so 
proud of her!” 

“I had never seen an opera in real life 
before, but I was definitely expecting 
something more like the traditional 
stereotypical operas depicted in 
movies, with all the ball gowns and 
warbling falsettos,” Corcoran senior 
Ella Roerden shared. “This opera 
was something different. I thought 
it was really cool that the opera was 
inspired by and developed from the 
Black Spirituals harkening back to 
times of enslavement in America. 
I thought it was creative to take 
that heritage and history and turn 
it into something new. That might 
be my favorite part, the recycling 
of traditions of the past, to tell the 
stories of that past.”

Students were also impressed to 
learn that one of the performers, 
Gregory Sheppard, now a world-
renowned musician, is also a 
Henninger alumnus! 

Thank you to the SCSD Fine  
Arts Department, the Syracuse  
Opera and all who made this 
opportunity possible.

SCSD High School Students Enjoy 
Syracuse Opera Performances

Corcoran Community Completes Annual 
Campus Cleanup

High School News
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A Say Yes to 
Education 
Syracuse alum 
Natalia Montilla 
is an icon for 
Afro-Latinas, 
women, and 
girls entering a 
STEM (science, 

technology, engineering, and math) field.

Natalia attended Nottingham High 
School, graduating in 2015, where she 
participated in an after-school resource 
program at Onondaga Community College 
(OCC) called the “Liberty Partnership 
Program.” This program encourages 
students to finish high school and 
continue their education by providing 
tutoring services, assistance with school, 
regents exams, study sessions, and trips 
off-site.

Natalia was informed about the 
opportunities through Say Yes through 
information sessions with Ahmeed Turner, 
Say Yes Syracuse’s Executive Director. 
Natalia said Ahmeed and Say Yes helped 
her through the college application and 
planning.

Through the Liberty Partnership program 
coupled with Say Yes to Education 
Syracuse, Natalia was equipped with 
college-level skills and ready for a bright 
future.

Read Natalia’s full spotlight at 
sayyessyracuse.org.

Alumni Spotlight
Alisha Lorenzo
SCSD Schools Attended: Bellevue, Shea, Corcoran (‘05)

College: Lemoyne College (Bachelors in Psychology), Syracuse, University 
(MSW in Social Work), Le Moyne College (Ed.D. in Executive Leadership)

Career Path: I am currently the Program Officer of Developmental Services 
(Youth Services) for Catholic Charities of Onondaga County, including 
Universal Pre-K and skill building. 

The coolest thing about my job is… getting the opportunity to reconnect 
with the district as a professional. 

The most valuable thing I learned in school is… Networking is key! Stay 
connected with your peers and admin staff. 

I’m proud to be a SCSD graduate because… My education has allowed 
me to give back to community. The insight I bring to the table as a Syracuse 
native and district alumna is invaluable to the community. In order to “meet 
people where they are,” you have to have lived experiences.

One piece of advice I’d give to SCSD students is… Dream big! We can 
be our biggest critics when it comes to setting goals. How can you expect 
buy-in from your family, peers, and school admin when you don’t believe 
in yourself? It’s easy to become a product of a not so good environment. 
What’s harder is proving that same environment wrong! As the child of a 
former addict, I know first-hand how stifling 
these environments can be when it comes 
to dreaming. Difficult is an understatement. 
However, resiliency is a beautiful thing. These 
next few years will fly by, and the end will 
come sooner than you know. Take advantage 
of opportunities to learn about different 
careers and trades. Figure out where your 
interests lie, volunteer to get hands-on 
experience, and ask a lot of questions. 
This community and district have molded 
some great people who live and work in 
this very community. If there is a business or 
organization you are interested in working at, 
reach out and ask if there are any district alumni 
who would mentor you. You’d be surprised 
how far the reach of the SCSD goes! 

P-TECH Students Prepare Holiday Display for 
Syracuse Zoo
ITC P-TECH students in their school’s Mechanical Technology 
and Electrical Technology programs 
created magic for the second year in a 
row, designing and making a series of 
animal cutouts for the Syracuse Zoo’s 
Holiday Nights display. We’re proud of 
these talented #SCSDCareerReady 
students for showing their skills! 

My Say Yes Story: 
Natalia Grace Montilla

SAY YES TO EDUCATION
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>> Share your questions, comments or 
concerns 24/7 using the Let’s Talk tool at 
www.syracusecityschools.com

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
The Syracuse City School District hereby advises 
students, parents, employees and the general 
public that it is committed to providing equal 
access to all categories of employment, programs 
and educational opportunities, including career 
and technical education opportunities, regardless 
of actual or perceived race, color, national origin, 
Native American ancestry/ethnicity, creed or 
religion, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, age, 
gender identity or expression, disability or any 
other legally protected category under federal, 
state or local law.

Inquiries regarding the District’s non-
discrimination policies should be directed to:

Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Syracuse City School District
725 Harrison Street • Syracuse, NY  13210
(315) 435-4131
Email:  CivilRightsCompliance@scsd.us

MISSION
To build, support and sustain school 
communities that provide all students with 
a high-quality education that prepares 
them to graduate as responsible, active 
citizens ready for success in college and 
careers and prepared to compete in a 
global economy.

VISION
To prepare and inspire all of our students to 
innovate locally and contribute globally.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Tamica Barnett, President

Katie Sojewicz, Vice President

Twiggy Billue

Nyatwa Bullock

Karen Cordano

Mark D. Muhammad, Ed.D.

Dan Romeo

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Anthony Q. Davis, Superintendent 

Dean DeSantis, Chief Operations Officer

Laura Kelley, Ed.D., Chief Academic Officer

Timothy Moon, Chief Accountability Officer

Mayra Ortiz, Chief Ombuds Officer

Scott Persampieri, Chief Human Resources 
Officer

Michael Puntschenko, Chief Financial Officer

Monique Wright-Williams, Chief of Staff

Financial aid helps students and their 
families pay for college. All students who 
want to qualify for a Say Yes Scholarship 
must apply during their senior year 
of high school for Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and if they 
are attending college in New York State, 
the Tuition Assistance Program (TAP). 
We recommend getting your financial aid 
forms in by February to assist Say Yes  
with efficient processing of your 
scholarship application.

Getting into College is as Easy as 1-2-3!

1. Apply for Financial Aid after October 15 
of your senior year

2. Complete a Say Yes online application 
no later than July 1 

3. Enroll as a full-time student at a Say Yes 
partner college

Say Yes News:  
Financial Aid Deadlines  
are Coming Soon

Learn more and  
sign up for the  
Say Yes newsletter at 
SayYesSyracuse.org

    sayYes!


