
 BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 Syracuse City School District 

 Syracuse, New York 
  

Regular Monthly Business Meeting                                                               Daniel G. Lowengard 

October 10, 2007                                                                                  Superintendent of Schools 

Minutes 
 

The Board of Education Business Meeting was called to order by President Ned Deuel at 4:00 p.m. in the 

District Board Room, 725 Harrison Street. 

 

Present: President Ned Deuel, Commissioners Cynthia Kirby, Dorothy Matthews, Nancy McCarty, 

and Laurie Menkin 

Absent: Commissioners Calvin Corriders and Kim Rohadfox-Ceaser  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner McCarty and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to enter into 

executive session.  Vote on the motion: 5-Yes, 0-No (Commissioners Calvin Corriders and Kim 

Rohadfox-Ceaser absent), motion carried. 

 

The Board of Education entered into executive session (to discuss matters of negotiations and personnel) 

at 4:02 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Corriders arrived at 4:04 p.m. 

Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser arrived at 4:05 p.m. 

 

The Board of Education reconvened from executive session at 5:40 p.m. President Deuel invited those 

present to join the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Commissioner Matthews left the meeting at 5:40 p.m. 

 

Minutes of Previous Meetings 

Regular Business Meeting September 11, 2007; Policy Committee Meeting, September 17, 2007; Audit 

Committee Meeting, September 18, 2007; Curriculum Committee Meeting, September , 2007; Budget & 

Finance Committee Meeting, September 25, 2007; Facilities Committee Meeting, September 27, 2007 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Kirby and seconded by Commissioner Corriders to accept the 

minutes as printed.  Vote on the motion:  6-Yes, 0-No (Commissioner Matthews absent), motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Matthews returned to join the meeting at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Consideration of Accounts 

 Financial Statement and Audit Summary Report 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Corriders and seconded by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser to 

accept the Financial Report and Audit Summary as presented. A roll call vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, 

motion carried. 

 

President Deuel announced the process by which those who wished to address the Board of Education on 

an agenda or non-agenda item may do so. Those who addressed the Board on agenda and non-agenda 

items:   
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Peter McCarthy of Parents for Public Schools, announced a Candidates Forum for all Board of Education 

and City candidates on October 16, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at Corcoran High School. 

Kate McKenna STA President addressed the topic of the Unit 1 Contract and the Time and Learning 

Study. 

 

Reports 

President’s Report-  Vito Sciscioli, Sarah Merrick and Monique Fletcher informed the Board of the 

progress underway with the Westside Community Strategy.  They will return to the February 2008 Board 

Meeting to update the Board on their development. 

 

Committee Reports- Minutes provided 

 

Superintendent’s Report- the Superintendent acknowledged Board Recognition Week and thanked the 

Board members for their time and dedication to the District. 

The Superintendent introduced Chino Ingram as the new parent liaison for the EPIC Grant Program. 

Stephanie Pelcher was also introduced as the new Teacher Center Director. 

Nottingham Coach Andy Hazeltine was presented a plaque from the Superintendent and Board for having 

won over 200 career contests, and also for his years of successful coaching and dedication to his student 

athletes and the Nottingham Bulldogs. 

 

The Superintendent recommended the following administrative appointments: 

          Resolution #1007-72 

 
 

NAME 
 

FROM 
 
TO                             
                               

EFFECTIVE 
DATE 

    Mary Ellen Killenbec Coordinator, Student Information 

Systems 

Director of Technology 

Position created by the Board on September 11, 

2007, Resolution #0907-38 

October 15, 2007 

    Ella Briand Field Coordinator for Humanities Field Coordinator for English Language Arts 

Position created by the Board on August 8, 2007, 

Resolution #0807-20 

October 15, 2007 

Afzal Khan Principal for Leadership Academy and 

Urban Network, Chicago Schools 

Field Coordinator for Science and Technology 

Position created by the Board on August 8, 2007, 

Resolution #0807-28 

October 15, 2007 

Kelly Malone Data Assessment Specialist Coordinator of Testing 

Position created by the Board on September 11, 

2007, Resolution #0907-38 

October 15, 2007 

David Maynard Vice Principal, Fowler High Field Coordinator for Social Studies 

Position created by the Board on August 8, 2007, 

Resolution #0807-19 

October 15, 2007 

Nancy Zarach Field Coordinator for Mathematics Field Coordinator for Mathematics 

Position created by the Board on August 8, 2007, 

Resolution #0807-28 

October 15, 2007 

Leanna J. Kirch Special Education Teacher, Corcoran 

High 

Vice Principal, Fowler High  

Replacing David Maynard who was promoted to 

Field Coordinator for Social Studies  

October 15, 2007 

Alton B. Hicks Dean of Students, Nottingham High  Administrative Intern, Corcoran High 

Replacing Matthew Williams who was promoted to 

Vice Principal at Corcoran High 

October 15, 2007 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Menkin and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to adopt the above 

resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 
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          Resolution #1007-73 

Field Coordinator for Science and Technology 

Whereas: The Superintendent has advertised and interviewed for the Field Coordinator for Science 

and Technology that was created by the Board of Education, Resolution #0807-28, on 

August 8, 2007; now therefore be it 

 

Resolved:  That the Board of Education; upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

hereby appoint Mr. Afzal Khan, residing at 156 Corliss Ave, Apt. 302, Johnson City, New 

York to the position of Field Coordinator for Science and Technology.  Mr. Khan will 

receive an annual salary of Seventy thousand three hundred eighty five dollars ($70,385); 

and, benefits per the Unit 2 Collective Bargaining Agreement.  Mr. Khanôs appointment is 

effective, October 15, 2007, and will be funded from budget lines A.20100.137.QE.000000 

(.25 FTE) & F.08106.137.QE.000000 (.75 FTE).  

                        

A motion was made by Commissioner Menkin and seconded by Commissioner McCarty to adopt the 

above resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items:   

Commissioners Kim Rohadfox-Ceaser and Laurie Menkin were commended for their presentation during 

a study session last week on raising the achievement of our students and what we can do as a community. 

On October 12
th

 Green Hills will be sponsoring a ñTame the Bull Fairò.  Clary, Meachem, Van Duyn and 

Corcoran Schools will be involved. 

The Board thanked Central Office staff for planting flowers and plants around the building. 

 

By unanimous consent, the following Personnel Items – Certified, Non-Certified and Pupil were voted 

on as one order of business. 

Personnel ï Certified 

        A.  Resolved: That the appointments, transfers, resignations, salary adjustments, leaves of absence, et al, 

contained in the teaching personnel section of this agenda, as recommended by the 

Superintendent of Schools, be, and are hereby approved. 

 

  The Superintendent certifies that the requirements of the New York State Education 

Department and the Board of Education had been met in all cases.  

 

  B.  Whereas: Section 2573(5) of the Education Law of the State of New York provides that, at the 

expiration of the probationary term of any persons appointed for such term, the 

Superintendent of Schools shall make a written report to the board of education 

recommending for permanent appointment those persons who have been found competent, 

efficient, and satisfactory; and 

 

   Whereas: the Superintendent of Schools for the Syracuse City School District has furnished a written 

personnel report containing the names of those persons whom he recommends  

   for permanent appointment as employees in the Syracuse City School District; and 

  

 Whereas: this Board of Education has duly considered said personnel report and the 

recommendations contained therein; now, therefore, be it 

 

 Resolved: That the teachers recommended for appointment to permanent tenure in the 

aforementioned personnel report dated October 10, 2007 receive a permanent appointment 

on tenure in their respective tenure areas with the Syracuse City School District effective 

on the date indicated and hold such during good behavior and efficient and competent 
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service; and be it further 

 

Resolved: That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

Personnel ï Non-Certified 

Resolved: That the appointments, resignations, leaves of absence, et al, contained in the non-teaching 

personnel section of this agenda, as recommended by the Superintendent of Schools, be, 

and are hereby, approved. 

The Superintendent certifies that the requirements of the Onondaga County Department of Personnel and 

the Board of Education have been met in all cases. 

Personnel ï Pupil 

 Resolved: That the actions of the City School District Committee on Special Education contained in 

the pupil personnel section of this agenda, as supported by the Superintendent of Schools, 

be, and are hereby, accepted. 

 

The Superintendent certifies that the requirements of the New York State Education Law have been met 

in all cases. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Kirby and seconded by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser to adopt 

the above resolutions. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 
 

BUSINESS & FINANCE 

       Resolution-#1007-50 

1.  Unit 1 Contract Agreement 

Whereas:  in accordance with its obligations under Article 14 of the Civil Service Law, the District 

has engaged in collective negotiations with the authorized representatives of employees 

whose positions are contained within the above bargaining unit, and 

 

Whereas: representatives of the District and the authorized representatives of those employees have 

reached a tentative agreement containing agreed upon modifications to wages, benefits and 

other terms and conditions for a new contract or applicable extension of same for this unit 

covering the term from July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008 and 

 

Whereas:   the District has received notification that the members of the bargaining unit have voted to 

approve the tentative agreement; now therefore, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent and upon due deliberation, be it 

 

Resolved: That the Board of Education hereby approves and ratifies the terms of the Tentative 

Agreement between the District and the above noted unit and, be it further 

 

Resolved: That the Board of Education hereby approves the expenditure of any additional funds 

necessary to permit the implementation of the terms of said agreement and, be it further 

 

Resolved: That, upon the approval of counsel to the Board of Education as to form and content, the 

Superintendent is hereby authorized to execute the new collective bargaining agreement 

between the parties. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Kirby and seconded by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser to adopt 

the above resolution. Roll call vote on the motion: 4-Yes, 3-No (Commissioners Corriders, Menkin and 

Rohadfox-Ceaser voted No), motion carried. 
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          Resolution-#1007-51 

2.  DRAM Antitrust Litigation 

Whereas: the Superintendent of Schools was contacted by the NYS Attorney General (forwarded by 

SED) asking whether the District wanted the Attorney General to represent the District in 

an antitrust lawsuit against various manufacturers of computer chips; and   

 

Whereas: the lawsuit seeks ñprice fixingò damages for rigging prices of DRAM (ñDynamic Random 

Access Memoryò) chips used in computers and a number of other digital products; and 

 

Whereas: the Attorney Generalôs communication indicated that the District Superintendent must 

respond by September 24, 2007 to authorize the NYS Attorney General to resents the 

District in the litigation; and, therefore be it 

 

Resolved: That the Board of Education hereby ratifies and confirms the authorization sent to the NYS 

Attorney General on Monday, September 24, 2007, to represent the Syracuse City School 

District in the DRAM antitrust litigation. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to adopt 

the above resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

       Resolution-#1007-52 

3.  Dictionary Donation 

Whereas: the Syracuse City School District Board of Education recognizes there are many generous 

individuals and businesses in the community who are willing to donate valuable property 

and cash awards to the District; and 

       

Whereas: the Corporate Volunteer Council is one such organization, who has offered to donate 

student dictionaries for third graders district-wide at a value of $4,000, as proposed to the 

Budget and Finance Committee on September 25, 2007; now, be it therefore 

 

Resolved: That pursuant to Syracuse City School District Policy #6255 the Board of Education does 

hereby authorize and grant permission to the Syracuse City School District to accept the 

generous donation of student dictionaries for distribution to third grade students. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Matthews and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to adopt the 

above resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#1007-53 

4.  Nottingham Quadrant Renovation Funding 

Whereas: the bids for the Nottingham Quadrant Renovation were received and they exceeded the 

budget; and 

        

Whereas: the Board of Education, at its September 11, 2007 meeting, authorized increasing the 

budget to a total not to exceed $1,150,000; through resolution #0907-46, now, therefore, be 

it 

 

Resolved: That the Board of Education authorize the Superintendent to transfer $250,000 from 

savings in the 2006-07 utilities budget to account number H.04870. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner McCarty and seconded by Commissioner Matthews to adopt the 

above resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 
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Resolution-#1007-54 

5.  Create IT Position-Computer Maintenance Specialist 

Whereas: the Syracuse City School District developed a Curriculum Audit Action Plan in response 

to the New York State Education Departmentôs Curriculum Audit; and 

 

Whereas: the Curriculum Audit Action Plan outlines the need for additional staff to be hired to 

implement the plan; and 

 

Whereas: on August 8, 2007, by means of Resolution Number 0807-20, the Board of Education 

approved the additional staff positions as outlined in the Curriculum Audit Action Plan for 

the 2007 -08 school year; and 

 
Whereas: Resolution Number 0807-20 included a technology staff member (1.0) to support the 

implementation of computer based instruction and intervention programs; and 

 

Whereas: Resolution Number 0807-20 did not include the specific name of the technology staff 

position; and 

        

Whereas: in order to officially create the position a specific name is required; therefore, be it  

 

Resolved: That the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

hereby creates the position of Computer Maintenance Equipment Specialist at a cost of 

$45,000 to be funded from budget line F.08866.  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Menkin and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to adopt the above 

resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#1007-55 

6.  Abolish/Create Teaching Assistant Position  

Whereas: the Special Education Department has a vacant Health Attendant position resulting from 

the resignation of an employee at H.W. Smith School; and 

 

Whereas: the Special Education and Personnel Departments intend to phase out the Health Attendant 

job title through attrition as these individuals are performing tasks that are included in the 

Teaching Assistant role; now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved: That the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

hereby abolish the aforementioned Health Attendant position and create a Teaching 

Assistant position in its place for the Special Education Department.  The new position 

will be funded from the same budget line as the former position, A.22500.   

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Matthews and seconded by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser to 

adopt the above resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#1007-56 

7.  Create Speech Pathologist Positions (3)   

Whereas: the New York State Education Department (SED) and the New York  

State Department of Health (DOH) have been advised of increased regulations for 

Medicaid billing for speech services. These increased regulations now require speech 

services to be provided by a licensed speech pathologist or provided under the supervision 

of a licensed speech pathologist; and 
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Whereas: the prior Medicaid regulations required that speech pathologists be  

certified, not licensed; and   

 

Whereas: the Syracuse City School District currently employs 65 full-time speech  

pathologists of which 29 are licensed and 36 are certified, who currently provide an 

estimated 54,000 speech sessions annually; and 

 

Whereas: supervision of speech pathologists with only certification for whose  

services the District pursues billing Medicaid will require 3 additional  

licensed speech pathologists; and 

 

Whereas: in order to maintain the current Medicaid reimbursement amount of  

approximately $1.0m annually for speech services; and 

 

Whereas: this request for additional positions was reviewed by the Board of  

Education Budget & Finance Committee; now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved: That the Board of Education approves the addition of three (3) new Speech Pathologist 

Supervisor positions, at a cost not to exceed $250,000 including salary and benefits, under 

budget A.22500.114.DW.000000. 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to adopt 

the above resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#1007-57 

8.  Out of State Travel-BOE   

Whereas: the Board of Education has recognized the importance of membership in regional, state, 

and national educational groups for the purpose of supporting common interests and 

sharing valuable information on educational issues impacting the school districts of 

Central New York; and  

       

Whereas: this Board of Education, with the passage of its budget, set aside certain funds for travel to 

regional, state, and national conferences in budget line A.10100.475.QA; now, therefore, 

be it 

 

Resolved: That the Board of Education hereby authorizes travel for four people to attend the National 

School Boards Association Conference in Orlando, Florida from March 26-March 30, 

2008 for Board of Education members and its staff, not to exceed $12,500. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser and seconded by Commissioner Corriders to 

adopt the above resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#1007-58 

9.  Out of State Travel-Corcoran Quadrant Staff 

Whereas: the Corcoran Quadrant has been meeting for the past year to review student  

data, existing successful practices and programs, and plan for any necessary  

programmatic changes to improve student achievement in their Quadrant;  

and  

 

Whereas: Corcoran has a successful International Baccalaureate Program; and   
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Whereas: students from Roberts, Danforth and Clary Schools feed into Corcoran; and  

 

Whereas:   the Corcoran Quadrant Planning Committee want to explore developing a pre International 

Baccalaureate Program in each of the Middle Schools to increase instructional rigor and 

relevance; and  

 

Whereas:  there is an International Baccalaureate Program Orientation Conference being held on 

November 3, 2007 in Mystic, Connecticut that would provide administrators and staff with 

the necessary professional development to inform their decision making process; and 

 

Whereas: the cost of the registration, lodging, meals and transportation will be $5,374 and will be 

paid from budget A.20100; therefore, be it  

 

Resolved: That the Board of Education approves the out of state travel for an administrator and 

teachers from Clary, Roberts and Danforth Schools and the Superintendent for Curriculum 

Instruction and Assessment, and the Director for Middle Level Education for up to eleven 

(11) staff members to attend the International Baccalaureate Program Orientation 

Conference on November 3, 2007 in Mystic, Connecticut.  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Matthews and seconded by Commissioner Menkin to adopt the 

above resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#1007-59 

10.  Out of State Travel-NSBE Conference for Students   

Whereas:       the National Society for Black Engineers (NSBE) has developed a Pre-College Initiative 

Program (PCI) to encourage middle and high school students to develop an  interest and 

skills in math and science; and  

 

Whereas: 40 students at Danforth Middle School, Blodgett School and Corcoran and Fowler High 

Schools are members of NSBE PCI; and       

Whereas: the NSBE PCI students have requested that they be allowed to participate in the NSBE Fall 

Regional conference held  

November 9-11, 2007 in Marlborough, Massachusetts where they will have the 

opportunity to advance their leadership and academic skills; and 

 

Whereas: the cost of the registration, lodging and transportation will be $11,100 and will be paid 

from budget # A.21100; now, therefore, be it  

 

Resolved: That the Board of Education approves the out of state travel for the Danforth, Blodgett, 

Corcoran and Fowler NSBE PCI students (51) to attend NSBE Fall Regional Conference 

from November 9-11, 2007 supervised by six (6) chaperones. 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser and seconded by Commissioner McCarty to 

adopt the above resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Menkin and seconded by Commissioner Matthews to replace the 

resolution printed in the Board Book with the following revised resolution.  Vote on the motion:  7-Yes, 

0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#1007-60 

11.  External Audit-Additional Funds    

Whereas: pursuant to the Syracuse City School District Board of Education Resolution Number 

0807-16 the Board authorized the Superintendent of Schools and the President of the 
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Board of Education to enter into an agreement with Testone, Marshall and Discenza, LLP, 

(TMD) for the provision of auditing services to the District for the fiscal year ending June 

30, 2007, in an amount not to exceed $108,000; and  

 

Whereas: Resolution Number 0807-16 further stipulated that after consultation with the Board of 

Education the Superintendent of Schools be authorized to spend up to $15,000 for work by 

TMD that is considered to be outside the scope of services as defined by the agreement 

with TMD, and that any and all costs above and beyond the additional $15,000 must be 

brought back to the Board of Education for approval; and,  

 

Whereas: it is the Boardôs desire to be informed of all such out-of-scope work and to understand the 

reasons for such work prior to TMD engaging in such work; therefore, be it  

  

Resolved: The procedure for Board authorization for all out-of-scope related spending beyond the 

initial $15,000 will take place as follows: 

 

1. Prior to the beginning of each month, the Districtôs Chief Financial Officer, Director or 

Accounting, Director of Fiscal Services and Director of Special Programs (the fiscal 

team) will meet with TMD concerning the potential for TMD to perform audit related 

tasks considered out-of-scope as defined by the agreement with TMD for the provision 

of auditing services to the District for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007. 

 

2. In the event the Districtôs fiscal team determines that it is in the best interests of the 
District to engage TMD to perform out-of-scope work, the Chief Financial Officer will 

request TMD to provide, prior to the beginning of the month, an estimate for that 

monthôs out-of-scope work.  The estimate will include, for each out-of-scope task,  

 

a. a description of the task 

b. the number of hours,  

c. the dollars per hour, and  

d. the total for each anticipated out-of-scope task.    

 

3. The Chief Financial Officer will present to the Superintendent the fiscal teamôs 
recommendation for out-of-scope work along with TMDôs estimate.   

 

4. If the Superintendent concurs with the recommendation and estimate, he will present it 

to the Board for their consideration.   

 

5. If the Board concurs, it will authorize the out-of-scope work to proceed. 

 

6. If the Superintendent or Board fails to concur with the fiscal teamôs recommendation, 

the out-of-scope work will not proceed. 

 

7. Within 5 business days following the end of the month, TMD will generate an actual 

invoice for the out-of-scope work completed during that month.      

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser and seconded by Commissioner McCarty to 

adopt the above resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 
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Resolution-#1007-61 

12.  Compromise Agreement 

Whereas: on June 3, 2002 a claim was filed by Shawanna I. Robinson, individually and as a parent 

and guardian of Tramond Wallace, Jr. against the City of Syracuse and the Syracuse City 

School District for damages as a result of the actions of the Board, its employees, entities 

and/or agents,  and        

 

Whereas: the Corporation Counsel advised the Board of Education that it would be in the best 

interests of the Board of Education to settle and compromise this claim with Shawanna I. 

Robinson individually and as parent of  Tramond Wallace, Jr. in the sum of one hundred 

thousand and No/100 ($100,000) dollars; now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved: By the Board of Education of the Syracuse City School District of the City of Syracuse, 

Syracuse, New York that the compromise agreement between the Corporation Counsel and 

Shawanna I. Robinson, individually and as parent and guardian of Tramond Wallace, Jr. in 

the sum of one hundred thousand and No/100 dollars is hereby approved; and be it further 

 

Resolved: That the Chief Financial Officer be, and is hereby, authorized to draw the appropriate 

check charging the payment to the 2007-2008 City School District Budget, Item 

A.19300.427.000000 ï Judgments and Claims. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Menkin and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to adopt the above 

resolution. Vote on the motion: 7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#0907-41 

13.  New Policy #5151-Homeless Children & Youth Assistance 

Whereas: the Board of Education is committed to identifying and eliminating barriers to enrollment 

for homeless children, and  

       

Whereas: the Board of Education will provide homeless children attending the Districtôs schools 

access to a free and appropriate education including access to pre-school education, as 

defined by the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved: The Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools hereby 

adopts Policy #5151 Homeless Children and Youth Assistance. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Corriders and seconded by Commissioner Matthews to take the 

above resolution off the table. Vote on the motion:  7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried.  A motion was made by 

Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to adopt the above resolution.  

Vote on the motion: 7 Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#1007-62 

14.  Abolish Policy #1530-Smoking on School Premises 

Whereas: Board Policy #1530 ï Smoking on School Premises, and Board Policy #9330 ï Smoking on 

School Premises were reviewed at the Board of Education Policy Committee meeting on 

September 17, 2007; and 

 

Whereas: both Policies contain the same language regarding smoking on school premises: now, 

therefore, be it 

 

Resolved: That the Superintendent of Schools recommends that Board Policy #1530 be abolished 

from the Policy Manual. 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to adopt 

the above resolution. Vote on the motion:  7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#1007-63 

15.  Supplemental Programs 

Whereas: the Syracuse City School District is committed to seeking supplemental programmatic 

funding; and 

 

Whereas: program proposals have been delivered in concert with the respective 

and appropriate Syracuse City School District staff members; therefore, 

be it 

 
Resolved: That the Superintendent of Schools be, and is hereby, authorized to seek 

  funds from appropriate agencies on behalf of the Syracuse City School 

  District for the following proposed projects/programs:  

 

   Å After-School Legislative Grant 

   Å Individuals with Disabilities Education Act: Section 611 

   Å Individuals with Disabilities Education Act: Section 619 

   Å Perkins Career and Technical Education Act Program for Incarcerated Individuals 

   Å Schools Under Registration Review (SURR) 

   Å Title I, Parts A & D: Improving Academic Achievement for the Disadvantaged 

   Å Title II, Part A: Teacher and Principal Recruitment and Training 

   Å Title II, Part D: Enhancing Education Through Technology 

   Å Title III, Part A: Limited English Proficient Funds 

   Å Title III, Part A: Immigrant Funds 

   Å Title IV: Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities 

   Å Title V: Innovative Programs 

        
A motion was made by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to adopt 

the above resolution. Vote on the motion:  7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

Resolution-#1007-64 

16.  Consultancies Over $5,000 
 

Whereas: the Syracuse City School District is committed to providing the highest quality 

professional services to support our instructional program; and 

 

Whereas:  program proposals have been developed in concert with the appropriate Syracuse City 

School District staff; therefore be it 

 

Resolved:  That the Board of Education approves the use of the following consultants as detailed on 

the attached report for the purposes specified. 

 

  Å    Michele Baranello           $15,000 

Å    Robert Holmes              $6,400 

  Å    Dr. Timothy Shanahan          $25,000  

  Å    Sharon Storrier                           $15,000 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser and seconded by Commissioner Corriders to 

adopt the above resolution. Vote on the motion:  7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 
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INSTRUCTION          

Resolution-#1007-65 

17.  Professional Development Plan 

Whereas: The Professional Development Planning Committee was formed to address the 

requirements of the Commissioner's regulations by developing a plan to support educators 

in preparing students to meet or exceed the New York State Learning Standards and local 

curricula expectations; and  

 

Whereas: the Board of Education adopted the first Syracuse City School District Professional 

Development Plan on December 20, 2000, with revisions presented to the Board of 

Education yearly, and adopted; and  

 

Whereas: the New York State Education Department requires that the Professional Development 

Plan be updated on an annual basis; and 

 

Whereas: the adopted plan has been reviewed and revised by the Professional Development Planning 

Team representing a collaborative effort amongst teachers, administrators, parents, higher 

education, business and community representatives; and 

 

Whereas: the Professional Development Plan aligns with the Syracuse City School District goals, 

focus areas and contractual agreements; and 

 

Whereas: the Professional Development Plan was presented to, and reviewed by, the Curriculum 

Committee of the Board of Education on September 19, 2007; now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved: That the updated 2007-08 Professional Development Plan is hereby adopted and shall be 

implemented by the Syracuse City School District as funding is available and consistent 

with such other resolutions as this Board may adopt in the future. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner McCarty and seconded by Commissioner Kirby to adopt the above 

resolution. Vote on the motion:  7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

 

By unanimous consent, items 18 through 22 were voted on as one order of business. 

Resolution-#1007-66 

18.  Special Ed Impartial Hearing Officers 

Whereas the Syracuse City School District is mandated by Part 200.5(c)(1) of the Regulations of 

the Commissioner of Education of New York State, as they apply to education for 

children with disabilities, to maintain a list of persons from which the District shall 

choose an impartial hearing officer; now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved: That Impartial Hearing Officers will be paid at the amended maximum rate specified in 

Part 200 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education effective September 1, 

2001, the maximum compensation rate for impartial hearing officers as established by 

the Department of Budget and Finance is $100.00 an hour.  The impartial hearing 

officer will be paid according to the procedures for hiring and paying consultants to the 

Syracuse City School District, and be it further 

 

Resolved: That the following individuals be, and are hereby appointed as of September 4, 2007, to 
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serve as impartial hearing officers when needed for the 2007-2008 school year, and in 

accordance with procedures outlined in the district's administrative manual regarding 

Impartial Hearings: 

 Stephen Aldersley Edward Luban 

 Joan Alexander David Mancuso 

 Stuart Bauchner James McKeever 

 Paul Bumbalo James Monk 

 Maryanne DiMeo David Oakes 

 Rivona Ehrenreich Kenneth Ritzenberg 

 Colleen Heinrich Jerome Schad 

 Craig Hill Leonard Sienko 

 George Kandilakis Craig Tessler 

 Martin Kehoe, III Aaron Turetsky 

 Michael Lazan James Walsh 

Resolution-#1007-67 

19.  Committees on Special Education 

Whereas: it is required that the Syracuse City School District designate certain individuals as 

members of the Committee on Special Education as defined in Article 89 of the New York 

State Education Law; now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved: That the individuals listed below be, and are hereby approved and duly appointed as of 

September 4, 2007 to membership on the Sub-District and District Committees on Special 

Education for the 2007-2008 school year: 

 Chairperson:  Brian Pulvino 

 Psychologist:  Sondra Roth 

 Parent:  Denise Hunter 

 Physician:  Richard Kulak, M.D. 

 

Alternate        Nancy Crawford, or 

Chairpersons:        Linda Mulvey, or 

        Sally Strough 

 

Alternate 

Psychologists: Barbara Bachman, or 

John Bardenett, or 

Brienan Bornstein, or 

Marymargaret Burk-Hill, or 

Claire Chalenski, or 

Kristi Cleary, or 

David Cohen, or 

Heather Conde, or 

Lisa Curtin, or 

John Fanizzi, or 

Jean Finlayson-Schueler, or 

Eileen Fitzpatrick, or 

Laura Foody, or 

Barbara Forsstrom-Cohen, or 

Jennifer Towsley, or 

Mike Gilbert, or 

Sue Grosso, or 

John Guba, or 

Colette James, or 

Sheila Johnson, or 

Jan Kaplan, or 

Annette Krapf, or 

Elizabeth Kupiec, or 

Michele Letizia-Winn, or 

David Lochner, or 

Andrew Maffei, or 

Louise Maffei, or 

Gretchen Majors, or 

Sean Maney, or 

Sally Martin, or 

Marissa Meyerhoefer, or 

Kim Nelson-Chapin, or 

Kathleen Patterson, or 

Julie Piato, or 

Rob Piato, or 

Sondra Roth, or 
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Stefanie Rothenberg, or 

Peter Sciortino, or 

Maria Soto, or 

Sarah Sweeney, or 

  Nancy Sudmyer, or 

  Nancy Tomlinson, or 

  Kimberly Tucker, or 

  Elizabeth Tucker-Schultz, or 

  Pat Wellspeak, or 

  Rebecca Wilkowski, or 

  Carrie Yaus 

 

Alternate  

Parents: Babette Baker, or 

 Kunicha Chisholm, or 

 Sheria Dixon, or 

 Denise Hunter, or 

 Nancy Jenson, or 

 Roberta Jones or 

 Edna Osborne, or 

 Gretchen Schaefer, or 

 Barbara Spears 

 

Alternate  

Physicians: Richard Kulak, M.D., or 

 George Starr, MD 

 

 

Alternate Deborah Armstrong, or 

Chairpersons:  Carol Connell, or 

(SDCSE only) Nancy Crawford, or 

 Patricia Dabrowski, or 

Christine Hoffman-Hoxi, or 

Loraine Kalin, or 

Betsy Mack-Naum, or 

Linda Mulvey, or 

Brian Pulvino, or 

Debbie Reale, or 

Sally Stroug
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Resolution-#1007-68 

20.  Special Education Committee on Pre-School Education 

Whereas: It is required that the Syracuse City School District designate certain individuals as members 

of the Committee on Preschool Special Education as defined in Chapter 243 of the New York 

State Laws of 1989 to come into compliance with Public Law 94-142, as amended by Public 

Law 99-457, now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved: That the individuals listed below, be and are hereby approved and duly appointed as of 

September 4, 2007 to membership on the Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE) 

for the 2007-08 school year: 

 

Chairpersons: Maureen Briceland, or 

 Lauri Gerhardt, or 

 Gina Musak 

 

Alternate Deborah Armstrong, or 

Chairpersons: Carol Connell, or 

 Nancy Crawford, or 

Patricia Dabrowski, or 

Chris Hoffman-Hoxie, or 

Loraine Kalin, or 

Betsy Mack-Naum, or 

Linda Mulvey, or 

Brian Pulvino, or 

Debbie Reale, or 

Sally Strough 

 

County 

Representative: Linda Peressini, or 

Diane Tuscano, or 

A professional who participated in the evaluation of the child.  (This 

professional will vary depending on the evaluation site.) 

 

Resolution-#1007-69 

21.  Local Committee on Special Education  

Whereas: it is required that the Syracuse City School District designate certain individuals as members 

of the Local Committees' on Special Education as defined in Article 89 of the New York State 

Education Law; now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved: That the individuals listed below be, and are hereby approved and duly appointed to 

membership on the Local Committees on Special Education as of September 4, 2007 for the 

2007-08 school year; and be it further 

 

Resolved: That the administrators and/or chairpersons, school psychologists, and school 

 physicians who have been Board approved as members of the 

Sub-District Committee on Special Education also are approved as members of the Local 

Committees on Special Education of every building and program of the Syracuse City School 

District. 
 
Beard School: Gloria Williams Janet Pandori 



Board of Education Business Meeting 
October 10, 2007 

16 

  David Lochner TBD -Parent 
  
  
Bellevue School: Kate Blundell Joanne Harlow 
 Brie Bornstein Leigh Merriman 
 Peggy Golembiewski Carol Rauscher 
 
 

Bellevue Middle School Pedro Abreu Daniel Borges 
 Mindeva Acosta Doreen Bronchetti 
 Barb Bachman Ora Jezer 
  
 
Blodgett School: Jeannie Finlayson-Shuler Maria Lopez 
 Rebecca Groat Lilli Rastegar  
 Joanne Lewis  Kim Tucker  
   
   
Central Tech ï 
Institute of Technology Patricia Ashmore Davic Lochner 
 Susan Beisler Elizabeth Milligan 
 John Dittman Nancy Sagar 
 Michael Filipski 
 
 
Clary Middle School: Meredith Austin Jennifer Towsley 
 Cathleen Byrne Marie W. Whelan 
 Julie Daughton Susan Lockley 
 Maureen Breiland Debra Pasho 
 Catherine Coe  Patrick Purdy 
 Cayse Cook  Charlotte Territo 
 List Costanzo  Jonathan Maxim 
 
 
Corcoran High School: Laurie Byrne Stephanie Rothenberg 
 Christine Miczan TBD -Administrator 

 Special Education Teacher  
 
 
Danforth School: Lauren Bendo Kara Shore  
 Laura Foody  
  
 
Delaware School: Minerva Acosta Anderson Pagan 
 Debbie Ballard Ellen Socia 
 Thomas Coughlin Maria Soto 
 Amy Evans Martha Vergara 
 Psychologist ïTBD 
  
 
Elmcrest School: MaryLou Demong Kristina Kamery 
 Linda Dunmore Michele Winn 
 Theresa Harper 
 
 
Elmwood School: Marcia Haynes Rotating: Regular Education Teachers 
 Collette James Rotating: Special Education Teachers  
  Andrew Whitney 
 
 
Fowler High School: Melissa Birmingham Edith Seymour 
 Beverly Carlin Kelly Wall 
 Angela Mastriano Carrie Yaus 
 James Palumbo   

 
 
 
Franklin School: Heather Conde Debra Truex 
 Sheila Donahue Fran Zirilli 
 Theresa Manning  
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Frazer School: Carol Coles Mike Marra  
 Theresa Haley Kathy Patterson  
 Julie Jones Amy Pendergast 
  
 
Grant Middle School: Michelle Bergamo Jackie Kelly 

 Jay Coates Jill Lerch 
 John Guba Mike McCarthy 
 Linda Jackson Mary Beth Piazza 
 
Henninger High School: Mary Margaret Burke Chris Krupa 
 Bernadette DeMott Scott LeClair 
 Lynelle Frances Allyssa Nicotra 
 
 
Hughes School: Susan Carroll Diane Schoonmaker 
 Jamie Cooney Emily Smith 
 Trista Kogut Patricia Wellspeak 
 Iverna Minor  
  
 
Huntington School: Valerie Diddio Andrew Maffes  
 Brian Flanders Mary Moreland 
 Barbara Forsstrom-Cohen Julie Sayles 
 Karen Godlewski Kerry Stacey 
 Nicole Goodeve Randui Wheeler 
 Christie Ianno  
  
Salem Hyde School: Annette Briggs Annette Krapf  
 Laurie Carr Michelle Quinn 
 Jennifer Dunning Cassie Reynolds   
 William Grace Ronald Theel 
 Sharon Heyward Barbara Wilkinson 
 Cindi Honors 

 
Dr. King School: David Grant Uzo Unobagha 
 Gretchen Majors Wendy Woodruff 
 Lauren Radford 
  
LeMoyne School: Kristi Cleary Yvonne Johnson 
 Lisa Harding Mary-Jo LaVallee 
 Mamie Howard  
  
Levy Middle School: Jill Anelli Leslie Klein 
 Mary Ann Cadin Cheryl Mayer 
 Vic Ciciarelli John OôLeary 
 Kelly Colone Jill Rath 
 Sheila Johnson 
   
Lincoln Middle School: Sue Grosso Regular Education Teacher 
 Michelle Jonientz Special Education Teacher 
 Lisa Upton   

 
McCarthy School: Diane Harrington Amy Salisbury 
 Maureen Kennedy Yvette Williams 
 Louise Maffei 

  
McKinley-Brighton School: Rosa Clark Megan Luton 
 Linda Hurley Julie Piato 
 Joan Langer Lorraine Pigula 
 Colleen Lucio  

  
Meachem School: Sheri Collier Elizabeth Hedges 
 Shannon Geer Marie Marchione 
 Michael Gilbert Tina Russo 
 Cynthia Guertin Claudia Stockard 

 
Nottingham High School: Anne Archacki Sharon St. Louis 
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 Kevin Burns Nancy Tomilson 
 Katherine Harvey John Trombetta 
   
 
Porter School: Karen Boyle Kim Nelson-Chapin 
 Kim Bono Deb Webster 
 Nancy Grant  

  
Roberts School: Kharon Bell Clare Chalenski 
 Donna Bliss Lou Georgianna 

 
Seymour School: Barbara Bachman Antonio Herrera 
 Marinella Barry Marie Perkins 
 Melissa Campitello Maria Soto 
 Chris Flagg Cathy Sturtz 
 Ruth Henry  

  
Edward Smith School: Grace Burritt Diane Millet 
 Linda Clark Sharon Nauen 
 Sue Clark Gina Petkoopolous 
 Erin Dolan Beth Rotella 
 Barb Floch Lindy Seidberg 
 Daryl Hall Nancy Shapiro 
 Jan Kaplan Caren Speich 
 Linda Kraemer Joanne Stevens 
 Belinda Lopez Mike Walsh 
 
H W Smith School: Julie Austin Melissa Hysick 
 Sandy Burns Craig Martin 
 Daviod Cohen Mary Beth Past 
 Michael Dupont Claudio Varacalli-Tompkins 
 Paula Grant 
 
Solace School: Tina Bazydlo Jack Goodman 
 Sandy Burns Annegret Schubert 
 Maria Cimino School Psychologist -TBD 

 Nancy Coye 
 
Van Duyn School: Alice Brogan Rob Piato 
 Bonna Merrick  Stephanie Straub 
 Margaret Morone-Wilson Patricia Wojdyla 
  
VINTA Sam Anagstopoulos Audrey Damon 
 Cynthia Barnett John Fanizzi 
 
Webster School: Jodie Burrow Colleen Ponto 
 Stephanie Doran Maxine A. Williams 
 Marcia Haynes Cheryl Zehner 
 Sally Martin 
  
Dr. Weeks School: Julie Albanese  Bonna Merrick 
 Ronald Bell Linda Pishotti 
 Barbara Bishop Debra Punch 
 Pamela Caldwell Ann Zarpentine 
    Lisa Matthews 
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Resolution-#1007-70 

22.  Appointment of Surrogate Parent 

Whereas:    the Syracuse City School District is mandated by Part 200.2(e) of the Regulations of the 

Commissioner of Education of New York State, as they apply to education for children with 

disabilities, to maintain a list of person(s) who have agreed to serve as surrogate parent(s); now, 

therefore, be it 

 

Resolved:     That the following individual be, and is hereby appointed, as of September 4, 2007, to serve as 

surrogate parent when needed for the 2007-2008 school year, and in accordance with procedures 

outlined in the District's administrative manual for the Surrogate Parent Program: 

 

Ms. Roberta Jones 

326 Buckingham Ave 

Syracuse, New York 13210 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Rohadfox-Ceaser and seconded by Commissioner Matthews to adopt 

the above resolutions. Vote on the motion:  7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

   

FACILITIES  

          Resolution-#1007-71 

23.   Consultancy-Envirologic of New York, Inc. 

Whereas: the firm of Envirologic of New York, Inc. (Envirologic) has submitted a proposal dated 

August 21, 2007 to provide miscellaneous consulting, testing and analytical services to the 

District; and 

        

Whereas: Envirologicôs proposal was reviewed by the Board of Educationôs Facilities Committee and is 

on the Boardôs approved consulting list; now, therefore, be it      

 

Resolved: That the Superintendent of Schools be, and is hereby, authorized to enter into an agreement on 

behalf of the City School District with the firm of Envirologic of New York, Inc. for said 

services, in the amount of nine thousand dollars ($9,000.00), plus reimbursables. 

(A.16200.445.56) 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Corriders and seconded by Commissioner Menkin to adopt the above 

resolution. Vote on the motion:  7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

 

 As there was no additional business to come before the Board of Education, President Deuel called 

for a motion to adjourn.  A motion was made by Commissioner Corriders and seconded by Commissioner 

Matthews to adjourn the meeting Vote on the motion:  7-Yes, 0-No, motion carried. 

 

The Board of Education adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,   

 

 

____________________________________ 

Ann L. DôAmico 

Executive Coordinator/District Clerk  
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