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 4,500+ served 

 35% Basic Ed 

 65% ESL 

 68 Staff 

 138 Classes 

 24 Sites around 

the City 

 84 HSE Diplo-

mas 

 All NYS bench-

marks exceeded 

on report card 

Syracuse City School District Adult and Continuing Education 

HSE Grad Earns Honors at Bryant & Stratton 
Sydney Laughlin went 

through our HSE prep program 

with Chris Burns. She earned 

her HSE diploma in February of 

2016. Laughlin then enrolled at 

Bryant and Stratton, earning a 

4.0 in her first semester. She 

joined the honor society Alpha 

Beta Gamma (min. 3.0 to join) 

and was elected president the 

following semester. 

As president, Laughlin runs the 

meetings along with her cabi-

net and is most proud of the 

society’s accomplishments of 

volunteering at the Samaritan 

Center and hosting a very well 

attended Halloween event for 

children in the community in 

each fall.  

Laughlin’s dream is to own her 

own business one day. She 

credits Chris Burns for expe-

diting her journey, “Chris 

helped me immensely. I could-

n’t have gotten through so 

quickly without his help.”    

Sydney pictured in the  

Student Center at 

Bryant & Stratton.  

 

Those of us in Adult Ed fondly refer to our program as “ACE”, for Adult & Continuing Educa-

tion.  We even have an ACE Team, whose members are our site facilitators and program 

leaders.  This nickname truly fits our team, as I have the best team anyone could ask for.   

 

We work with adults who have not been so fortunate in life, 

many have been through things we barely can comprehend, 

but they put their trust in us to help them get to that next 

level in life.  It always humbles me to sit in on our classes, 

walk in the hallways in our programs, and to talk with our 

students.   

 

Thank you to everyone who is part of our entire ACE 

Team!  Keep doing the great work that you do, and know 

how much it all means to our students and community.   

 

Kathy 
 

Kathryn F. Lent 
Coordinator 
Adult and Continuing Education 

“Thanks for another great year!”-A Note from Kathy 



SCSD ACE Outstanding Student Honored by NYS 
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The Challenge 

Junior left the classroom in 9th grade to join 

the Jamaican army. He served as a sergeant 

for 32 years before moving to Syracuse in 

2010 to join his wife and daughter who were 

already here.  

When he began seeking employment he 

discovered a good job would be difficult to 

find without an education. 

The Solution 

He joined the ACE program through the 

Valley Worship Center on the South Side 

and later walked to additional classes at the 

library in the morning and at the Westcott 

Community Center in the evening. His 

teachers describe him as a dedicated 

overcomer. He never complained or 

made excuses, they said. 

The Outcome 

In April of 2016 Junior received his HSE 

Diploma. He has since earned a NYS 

licensed security guard certification and is 

seeking employment in the field. He be-

came a US Citizen a year ago and contin-

ues to volunteer at the church where he 

began classes with us. His teacher nomi-

nator, Clare Pietra, calls Junior a role 

model for our community. Congratula-

tions Junior! 

Junior attends the 2016 SOY dinner 

with his teacher, Clare Pietra, wife, 

Pamela and Coordinator Kathy Lent. 

 

 

Junior Powell 

Katia Dickson brings her 

class to support their fellow 

student, Om Awi, at her 

naturalization ceremony.  

Bonnie Lang helps two of her students at the Johnson 

Center, Abdi and Habiba, prepare to sit for the TASC test.  
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“It's the teacher 

that makes the 

difference, not the 

classroom.”  

-Michael 

Morpurgo 

 

Kathy Lent 

Bonnie Lang 

Chris Burns 

Pat King 

Kennia Delafe 

Heather Ruiz 

Ted Byrd, NYS Teacher of the Year 

6 Team Members Presented at NYACCE 2017 

Two ACE Teachers Honored at NYACCE 

Angela Locke has spent her 

lifetime working for social and 

political change, with over 

thirty years of it devoted to 

being an English as a Second 

Language teacher.  Now she 

serves as our West Side Learn-

ing Center Facilitator and 

teacher leader.   

She “fell into teaching” through 

activism.  She worked for Cae-

sar Chavez in Los Angeles, 

helping organize for his many 

protests on behalf of migrant 

farm workers, union laborers 

and civil rights.  She also 

worked in Kentucky on the 

integration of schools and 

busing.  She has always been 

attracted to a world empower-

ing people.  

When she looks at a student, 

she sees the whole person.  

She says, “If we cannot make 

their education relevant to 

their lives, they will not see a 

reason to keep learning.” 

Angela exemplifies what it 

means to be an Adult Educa-

tion Teacher, be it in the class-

room or as a program facilita-

tor. Coordinator Kathy Lent 

says, “We are truly blessed she 

is part of our team.” 

 

years.  He recently launched an 

exploratory class on computer 

repair.  

Ted makes all of his students 

feel welcome and comfortable 

in his classroom.  From his 

initial meeting, he is able to 

recognize and then engage and 

instruct students in their indi-

vidual learning styles. He has 

successfully worked with at-

risk students and inmates in 

the most desperate of circum-

stances. 

Ted exemplifies what it means to 

be an Adult Education Teacher.  

Ted has been a dedicated Syra-

cuse City School District em-

ployee since 2003.  He has left 

a substantial mark on the 

world of ABE and HSE through 

his work at the Onondaga 

County Justice Center where 

he has taught for the past 14 

years.  

Ted always serves the best 

interests of our students. He 

has also taught a number of 

vocational classes over the 

Ted   gives remarks at the 

reception. 

Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  

Angela Locke, NYS Teacher of the Year 

Angela receives 

honors as the 

awards luncheon. 
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Harpreet Bali (above) tries her hand 

at painting in David Seeley’s class 

(right) at the NYSAIEP Incarcerated 

Education Conference. 

 

Unending 

Teacher 

Talents 

NYS Assemblywoman Pamela Hunter visits Dr. King along 

with Superintendent Alicea and  Assistant Superintendent 

Anthony Davis 

Superintendent 
Alicea has an amazing 
rapport with Adult 
Education students. 
He is able to connect 
with equal ease in our HSE 
and ESL classes. Students 
love to hear that he came 
to the US as an immigrant 

33+ years ago, con-
tinued his education 
and worked his way 
up to be a leader in 
our community. 

Special Visits 



Students from Heather Ruiz’s 

WSLC class mail letters to 

local legislators in support of 

Adult Ed funding. Awesome 

to witness grass roots 

advocacy being practiced by 

new Americans! 

   Students gather for authentic 

international Cuisine at WSLC. 

         Patricia King’s ESL class at Dr. 

King learns English and citizenship skills 

with lots of fun mixed in.  
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All Adult Education 

staff are mandated  

by NYSED to at-

tend a minimum of 

12 hours of RAEN 

approved Profes-

sional Development 

per school year. 

Workplace Literacy 

Questions ESL Students would ask the USA: 

election? 

When will I get my Star Re-

bate Check?   

When will I get my Citizen-

ship Test letter?   

Why do you change the 

clock?         

What do you think (of) Don-

ald Trump? 

I need a part-time job. 

Where do we vote? 

Do I have to vote? 

Last fall, CJ Falasco 

asked his students 

what question they 

would ask the US 

Government or the 

American people if 

they had the op-

portunity. Here are 

some of the an-

swers: 

Who will win the 

I don't know Halloween. 

Why are the taxes so high (in 

Lyncourt)?     

I like old man ( = Bernie 

Sanders)        

Will we have a cold winter?    

What questions are on the 

Citizenship Test? 

How's my English? 

What might your students 

ask a year later? 

Student 

Discussion 

at the 

White 

Branch Li-

brary. 

Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  

HSE Teachers gather for In-house PD 

at Dr. King 

The SCSD Adult Ed program offers Workplace Literacy 
classes at a number of sites around the city. Employees 
have the option to join ESL training during their lunch or 
other breaks.  Their teacher, CJ Falasco, also breaks down 
workplace related trainings such as OSHA so that non- 
native speakers can better understand the material. 



 

Literacy Zone staff Jocelyn Bowen, Pat Booker, Pat Deacon, Blossom 

Horton and Javier Garcia host a job fair for the community at 

PSLA at Fowler in conjunction with Parent University. 

West Side Learning 

Center teacher Zofia 

Valenzuela takes 

students on a tour of 

Syracuse with Pedals to 

Possibilities. Many 

made enough rides to 

earn their own bikes. 

Perfect attenders 

from Jill 

Maynard’s WSLC 

class show off 

their certificates. 



The RAP Job Development team, Jasenko Mondom, Daud 
Ahmed and Raisa Sinitsin, and DARCO Manufacturing, Inc. 
have put together a fantastic training program called the 
Manufacturing Training Initiative (MTI). The model includes 
two weeks of intensive all-day classes with a hands on com-

ponent. In addition to classroom training, DARCO hosts the stu-
dents on site for relevant industry skills training and hands-on 
experience with their employees, tools, and machines. Says 
DARCO Talent/ Community Engagement Manager, Melissa Men-
on, “It has been our company’s distinct pleasure to work with 
the MTI instructional and employment advocacy team, RAP pro-
gram supervisors, and, of course, the awesome students who 
participate in these trainings. MTI team members do a great job 
of cultivating positive relationships between staff, students, and 
business partners. It’s a “win-win-win” partnership!” 
 
Each training’s official closing ceremony is held at a community 

site around the city, such as the Community Folk Art Center auditorium, 
to expose participants to local civic and cultural resources. At the ceremo-
ny, Mel offers to help students with anything they may need in the fu-
ture, job related or otherwise. DARCO has also offered seasonal employ-
ment opportunities to give students work experience in the US to put on 
their resumes.  
 
According to RAP Facilitator Stephanie Horton, this program has helped 
prepare many of our students for employment and has given them a level 
of confidence that helps immensely as they begin their new lives in Amer-
ica. Stephanie points out that “the Office of Refugee Services was so ex-

cited about this partnership that they highlighted the 
initiative at a recent gathering of service providers from 
all over NY and invited Mel to be a guest speaker. Strong 
partnerships like this one are one of the reasons that Sy-
racuse continues to be a very successful resettlement 
site.” 
 
Adult Ed Coordinator Kathy Lent calls MTI “a wonderful 
opportunity for our students” and “one of the best partner-
ships we have.” She says “our three teachers are passionate 
about the program” and she appreciates the way DARCO 
goes out of its way to give the students a great and practical 
experience. It really is an impressive program. We appreciate 
Melissa’s amazing energy and genuine care for each student 
in the class and DARCO’s part in making the start of their new 
life in CNY a positive experience. 
 

 

An MTI class 

receives their certificates! 

DARCO Manufacturing 
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