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Syracuse Latin Families Embark
on All-School Book Club

This Spring, students and families at Syracuse Latin
joined together for an all-school book club, called
‘One School, One Book.’
Each family received a copy of the same
book - Poppy for students in K-5 and
Brown Girl Dreaming for students in
grades 6 and 7. Families were asked to
read the book at home together over
the course of several weeks, checking
a school Weebly page weekly to view
videos, trivia questions and more.
Students who answered weekly trivia
questions were entered into a drawing,
with winners being selected every
week to order a book of their choice
from the Scholastic catalog. The school
Weebly page also featured weekly guest
readers, contests and other activities
to help encourage participation; and
scholars even had the opportunity to
participate in optional book chats on
Teams with school staff!
“I am hoping the shared reading
experience helps bring families
together and spark conversations
about each book,” Instructional Coach
Jennifer Christie said. “Both books
speak about the importance of family
and courage.”

Brown Girl Dreaming is a true story of
the author growing up in the 1960’s
in a time of turmoil. It tells the tale of
her happy childhood despite the events
happening during this time. Poppy is
a fictional tale of woodland creatures
and how they overcome adversity to
persevere.
Students and families said the book
club helped connect them with each
other and with school – a plus during
this challenging year.
“I liked the book ‘Poppy’ because it is
funny, and it has a lot of action in it,”
fourth grader Leela KollaliTampone said. “I like the
One School, One Book
because everyone
reads the same book,
and we can all talk
about the same
thing and you’re not
spoiling the story
for anybody
because you

always read together as a family. It
has been helpful because it gives me
something to do and think about.”

Leela’s mother, Sapna Kollali, said this
is the family’s fourth year participating
in the One School, One Book activity
– but this year, their kindergartener,
Jyothi, is officially joining in on the fun.
“We have always enjoyed reading as
a family,” Mrs. Kollali said. “This is
Jyothi’s first official year participating,
but she often read with us in previous
years as well. Both of our daughters
are avid readers and always have a
book of their own, but the shared
reading experience is also nice because
we spend more time together and
discover new novels. Even though we
are doing most of the reading at home
on our own, the daily
announcements and
trivia help connect
this assignment
back to school.
That is especially
nice this year with
hybrid learning,
where school
can sometimes
feel a little
disconnected.”

What a great
way to help
encourage
family literacy
and connection
during this
challenging year!

“Both books speak about the
importance of family and courage.”
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
IMPORTANT DATES
May 2021

Dear Families,

As life and schools begin to return to a new normal, it is important
that we all continue to remain vigilant and adhere to the guidelines
set by public health officials. I know this has been a challenging
school year, and I appreciate your cooperation as we do our best to
serve your children in these changing circumstances.
Our students and staff have been working hard this spring, and
they are achieving great success! In this newsletter, you will learn
about a Corcoran student who has earned a $20,000 college
scholarship for her community activism; an ELMS student who has
created a global initiative to support young women of color; virtual
STEM workshops at Ed Smith; and so much more. You will also
hear about how our students and staff stayed connected during
hybrid learning. High school students joined together for a virtual
book club; and PSLA students learned more about the greater
Syracuse community through a virtual chat with a local news
anchor.
Thanks to the support of the Syracuse City School District
Education Foundation, 10 grant projects were funded in our
schools this year to help bring learning to life and engage
students creatively. In this issue, you will learn about projects
at Dr. Weeks, Frazer, and ELMS. Keep an eye out on our website,
syracusecityschools.com, to learn about the other projects!

As we approach the end of the school year, please do not hesitate
to reach out via Let’s Talk (syracusecityschools.com/LetsTalk) if
there is anything we can do to better support your child.
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SCSD Students Participate in Virtual NSBE
Engineering Workshops
Seven students recently engaged in a series of virtual
engineering workshops through the National Society of
Black Engineers (NSBE).

with college students studying
engineering, as well as the
engineers themselves.

Congratulations to Ed Smith
students Jaden Bowen Henry and
Kingston Bowen Henry; Corcoran
students Natalia Amada and Skyler Bush; Nottingham
student Kellen Hicks; and ITC students Ashton Williams
and Avery Williams!

Called “Engineering Tomorrow,” the students learned
about building bridges and catapults, water filtration
and more – from engineers throughout the United States!
Each student was provided with a box
of materials needed to complete the
Engineering Tomorrow will also be running a virtual summer camp!
workshops at home and then had the
Contact NSBE Advisor Gwendolyn Raeford at GRaeford@scsd.us for details.
opportunity to learn from and engage
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Corcoran Senior
Receives $20,000
Coca-Cola
Scholarship
After several rounds
of competition,
Corcoran senior
Madison Reynolds
As a firsthas officially been
generation
student, I am
named a 2021 Cocavery excited to
Cola Scholar, earning
study at Yale.
a $20,000 college
— Madison
scholarship! Madison
beat out more than
90,000 other applicants to become
one of just 150 students nationwide to
earn this honor. She was selected for
her community service and leadership,
as well as her vision to contribute
positive change to her community and
the world. Madison was accepted Early
Decision to Yale and is undecided on a
major at this point but looks forward to
continuing her studies there next year.
Nottingham Student & Alumni
Represent in COVID-19 Campaign
Nottingham senior Karuna Kharka
and alumnus Najwan Fakhri (‘20) have
been starring in a series of COVID-19
vaccine videos produced by the
Regional Health Equity Task Force and
airing in five CNY counties through this
summer. The two recorded messages in
English, Arabic and Nepali encouraging
others to receive the COVID vaccine.

Clary Music Teachers Presented at
Divisional Conference
Clary Music teachers Holly McCoy
and Rebecca Pena were both selected
to present at the National Association
for Music Education’s (NAfME)
Eastern Division Conference in April.
The Division includes 13 states, and
the teachers presented to hundreds
of music educators in attendance!
Mrs. McCoy presented “The ABC’s of
Instrumental Music,” a session of tips
and shares from A-Z. Mrs. Pena, along
with two other SCSD music educators,
presented “TV Classroom: Bridging
the Music Education Gap during a
Pandemic.”
PSLA Student
Selected
to Attend
‘Congress of
Future Medical
Leaders’
PSLA at Fowler
sophomore Alaa Laila was selected as
a delegate to the Congress of Future
Medical Leaders, a live, virtual event
that connected her with top medical
school deans, top leaders in medicine
and more. She was even be able to
watch a live, narrated surgery – all in
preparation for her own future in the
medical field.

Alaa, a Syrian refugee, is currently
enrolled in the EMT program at PSLA
at Fowler. She has always had an
interest in the medical field, dreaming
of becoming an OB/GYN since watching
her mother struggle during childbirth.
Student Art Displayed in Virtual
Scholastic Art Exhibition
Five student artists had their works
selected for inclusion in a virtual

exhibition at The Everson Museum
this May. Amya Graves (Nottingham),
Mario Melendez Telles and Anh
Minh Verity (Henninger) and Rachel
Nguyen and Z’ikeah Simmons (ITC)
were chosen as selected artists in
the Scholastic Art Awards, judged by
professional artists, educators and
photographers. Congratulations!

Nottingham
Students Named
Dell Scholars
Three Nottingham
seniors have been
selected as Michael
& Susan Dell
Foundation Scholars:
congratulations
to Nana-Abenaa
Nyanor, Hibatullah
Shaalan and Nghi
Thai! Each student
will receive a $20,000
scholarship that will
be disseminated over
the course of the
student’s academic
career, as well as
personalized support for the academic,
financial and emotional challenges that
college students face. In addition, they
will receive a laptop and a $500 annual
allowance to be used for textbook
purchases and rentals.

Music Teacher Recognized by
NYSSMA
Salem Hyde and STEAM at Dr. King
Music teacher Fred Willard will have
an article published in the Fall 2021
issue of School Music News, the official
publication of the New York State
School Music Association (NYSSMA). His
piece is about reexamining sounds and
symbols to leverage musical literacy!

SCSD Educators Share Best Practices in Virtual Conference
More than 600 SCSD educators joined together in mid-March
to attend Teach, Collaborate, Lead – a virtual professional
development conference organized by SCSD teachers. Nearly
30 breakout sessions were offered, in which teachers shared
their best practices on everything from culturally responsive
education to trauma-informed teaching, from technology
discoveries to subject area specific insights and more.

“It’s been a challenging year for sure, but there have also
been a lot of impressive accomplishments and innovation,”
Porter teacher Ashlea Vilello, a presenter, said. “We really are
stronger when we are collaborating and working together. The
level of creativity in SCSD teachers is unparalleled and it’s one
of the reasons I’m proud to work for the district!”

SCSD NEWS
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Frazer Students Share
Native Culture through
Bilingual Storybooks
Frazer English as a New Language (ENL)
teachers Nicole Tabolt and Kendra
Powell were on a mission to help provide
their students who are learning English
with extra tools to help them succeed.

ELMS Student Creates Global
Partnership to Encourage
Positive Self-Image
This year, ELMS 8th grader Samaia Goodrich founded
Girls Loving Ourselves Worldwide (GLOW), an initiative
intended to let every girl in the world know that she is
valued and valuable.

“I just want to make sure that girls understand that no matter where they
came from, what they look like or what people think about them, they
are beautiful in their own skin,” Samaia explained. “I really want people
to understand and see that Black and brown girls are beautiful on the
inside and outside, and that we are smart, caring human beings who have
a lot to offer and help change the world through our gifts and abilities.”
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The GLOW initiative is comprised of girls in grades 6-11 from around the
world. Together, they are embarking upon a yearlong virtual program in
which they promote self love, sisterhood, and service. They will engage in
culturally relevant self-development activities, leadership development,
relationship and team building training, and service projects. In addition,
they plan to develop media campaigns and materials that promote
positive images of Black and brown girls worldwide.

Ms. Powell also received an additional
Educational Foundation grant to purchase
20 C Pens, text-to-speech reading pens. All
entering and emerging English Language
Learners in third and fourth grade
received one to keep in the classroom with
them, using them to help read shorter
story books, scan unfamiliar vocabulary or
read directions.

Sanai Gyder, a 7th grader at ELMS, serves as Director of Creativity and
Leadership for the GLOW initiative. She said her leadership stems from
wanting to help spread positivity and love to others, working together
to find solutions that will enable her and her peers to come up with
solutions to help their own communities – regardless of where in the
world they are located.

“This group is important because it shows that Black and brown girls are
positive, creative and have a voice,” Sanai explained. “I hope my role as
an artist, a Black girl and a leader will help others by showing them how
to spread love, kindness, positivity, how to care for others and find their
voice to make the change wherever they live.”

Learn more about the GLOW Initiative!
Visit www.glownowgirl.life
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Thanks to two grants funded by the SCSD
Educational Foundation, they were able
to do just that. The grant funding enabled
them to order visual/picture bilingual
dictionaries to meet the needs of almost
all the students in the school: with some
in Dinka, Somali, Spanish, Arabic, Swahili,
Karen, Vietnamese, Nepali, Ikinyarwanda,
French, Farsi and Burmese! They were also
able to purchase 11 iPads, which will be
loaded with apps to help with translation
and language acquisition skills, allowing
the school’s English Language Learners
(ELLs) to research, read and view stories
in their native language and from their
homelands.

SCSD NEWS
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Dr. Weeks Students Benefit from Community
Clothing, Supply Closet

Students and families at Dr. Weeks have received more than 200 items
of clothing – and various food items – so far this year, thanks to a grant
funded by the SCSD Educational Foundation.

The grant allowed school staff to enhance the items offered in the
Community Closet – a store of sorts to help provide families with shelf
stable food, clothing and hygiene items. But the Community Closet is
helping students in larger ways, too: five fifth grade students were ‘hired’
to work at the store, too, giving them early exposure to a job experience!
“This project has been so wonderful for me and for the students to be
involved in,” Community School Director Patty Sawmiller explained.
“Not only are they helping their fellow students but they are helping to
support their own families by knowing what resources are available in
the school.”

Lincoln Students Learn
Civic Readiness from
Local Law Clerk
Social Studies and ELA students at
Lincoln recently enjoyed learning
from a special virtual guest: Jeremy
Torres, a law student at SUNY
Buffalo and current law clerk for NYS
Senator Shelley B. Mayer! Mr. Torres
spoke about the legislative branch,
telling students how a bill becomes a
law, how they can petition their local
government and how they can make
changes in their neighborhood and
community.

GRANT
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achieved through local activism and
a sound knowledge of the legislative
process.”

Ed Smith Students
Conduct Virtual Science
Experiments with ESF
Students
Several Ed Smith students recently
enjoyed a series of virtual STEM
workshops, led by a group of SUNYESF students.

“Once we returned to Syracuse in
the fall, we knew we wanted to work
with Ed Smith students but realized
our new normal would need to be
a virtual club setting,” ESF student
Katherine McGinn Gannon, President
of the Student Environmental
Education Coalition (SEEC) explained.
“We saw as students ourselves how
challenging remote learning could be,
especially in terms of engagement.
My peers and I in SEEC wanted to
do all we could to help encourage
students to find and explore that love
for science since they likely haven’t
been able to take part in the same
traditional interactive science lessons
they were once able to.”
Their live, interactive workshops
featured an introduction to biology
concepts, introduction to chemistry
concepts and the scientific method,
and introduction to the engineering
design process.

“I like building stuff, like the tower
we made, and I liked doing the
secret writing thing with invisible
ink!” Thomas Leonard said. “In the
workshops, I learned that science
is fun, because we’re actually
interacting with the stuff we’re being
taught about. I like science in school,
but not as much as this!”

Brighton Academy
Students Share
Stories of Pandemic
Perseverance

As part of a Social Studies
assignment, Brighton Academy 8th
graders were invited to choose an
art form that they had learned about
in class – dance, song, instrument,
music analysis, drawing, painting,
sculpture or fashion, all from the
Jim Crow era – and use it to explain
how they have persevered during the
pandemic.
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“It was very powerful for the
students to see someone who
looks like them, is from a similar
background and is still invested
in his local community,” Social
Studies teacher Nick Luppino
explained. “Mr. Torres was able to use
community examples to really show
the kids how something like getting
sidewalks on the south side can be

Dr. Weeks Community Closet
provides families with shelf stable
food, clothing and hygiene items.
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Students wrote about how their coping mechanisms were
similar to artists they studied, the problems the artists had
faced and more. What a great way to bring history to life
and help students make connections to their lives today!

ELMS Students Stay Engaged through
Growth & Equality Grant Project

“During a time of unusual learning, I wanted to create
a learning environment that supports equality and
understanding,” Ms. Lambert explained. “I want to be able to
celebrate our students’ achievements within the arts by using
their images to create items that will showcase their work
and inspire students to continue growing as artists virtually.”

ELMS Art teacher Lisa Lambert wanted to find a way to
keep her art students inspired even during this year when
art class has been exclusively remote. Her plan: produce
tshirts, jewelry and other items that contain student work!
Thanks to a grant from the SCSD Educational Foundation,
Ms. Lambert’s first project was to print student artwork
on tumblers that students could carry with them whether
in school or out – to remind them of their talents and keep
them feeling positive.

GRANT

FOCUS

High School News
marginalization of Black and other
ethnic communities in Syracuse back
in 1919,” Geospatial Technology
instructor Jessica Teifke, who
arranged the event, said. “But, it
really lends itself to discussing so
many larger issues affecting our local
community today.”

APRIL & MAY 2021

Students from the RPAS and Forensic
Science programs, Active Citizenship
and history classes and more joined
the discussion, learning more about
their city’s history and making
connections to the world they live in
today.
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PSLA Students Learn About Syracuse
History by Examining 1919 City Map

About 50 students from PSLA at Fowler recently participated in a Zoom
call with CNY Central anchor Matt Mulcahy in which they examined a
recently discovered map of Syracuse, dated 1919.
Mr. Mulcahy’s investigative efforts
uncovered the map, which depicts
how neighborhoods were once colorcoded and ‘redlined’ based on race

SCSD NEWS

and ethnicity, with detrimental effects
lasting even to this day.
“The Map, as Mr. Mulcahy calls it, is
so impactful in how it displays the

Geospatial student Alijah Giscombe
said the discussion made her course
studies seem even more relevant.

“I wasn’t aware of how in depth
the whole situation was regarding
segregation within Syracuse,” Alijah
said. “I do view this as institutionalized
racism, and it’s something that’s been
happening for quite a while. Growing
up, I’ve always seen it. So for it to be
acknowledged, I hope that means that
they are working toward inclusion and
integration and that eventually it won’t
be as big a problem.”

PFLA Welding Students
Use Skills to Benefit
Classmate

Two Promising Futures Leadership
Academy (PFLA) welding students
have been putting their welding skills
to use, fabricating a special item for a
Henninger classmate.

up with an idea to customize a bigger
seat so Jacob wouldn’t slide off anymore.
I like welding because I like building
stuff and being creative. I’ve learned
how to use tools and machines and skills
that I can use for the rest of my life. It
feels good helping someone in need!”

“Jacob is thrilled that his bike is being
worked on,” Ms. Cole said. “He asks me
daily how his bike is coming along!”
#SCSDGivesThanks to these career
ready welding students for using their
skills to help others!

Jacob Potter, a student at Henninger,
had an adult tricycle at home but was
unable to ride. The problem? Jacob has
Down Syndrome and needed a bike seat
that wouldn’t move back and forth when
he rode. Sara Cole, a Henninger Special
Education teacher, mentioned this to
PFLA welding instructor Todd Schober,
and his students were eager to help.
“We’ve been modifying a seat for the
trike from an old chair,” PFLA senior
George Crossman explained. “We came

High School Students Enjoy Virtual
Book Club
High school librarians have been working together this
year, providing technical assistance and other resources to
students and families during remote
and hybrid learning. Through those
partnerships, they decided: let’s find
something fun and student-led that
allows students to interact virtually
in a social, not academic way… while
still supporting and strengthening
their academic skills.

ITC sophomore Sammi McGiveron said that last school year,
the ITC book club was one of her favorite times of the week.

She said as the group started reading
the first book, she already enjoyed
the new aspect of virtually meeting
students and staff from across the
SCSD.

“My personal favorite part of a book is
the characters,” Sammi said. “Reading
about their experiences and seeing
their personalities is interesting to me.
Tomi spoke about wanting to write
a fantasy type story about people of
color, because there aren’t many of
those out there. I love that aspect of it!
It’s been nice having a place to interact
with other book lovers, especially when
there isn’t much socializing at all during
the pandemic. Being able to meet other
SCSD students and librarians is an
added bonus.”

The group plans to attend the virtual Rochester Teen Book
Festival in May. What a great way to help keep students
connected and engaged!
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With many of the high schools
hosting book clubs in non-pandemic
times, they decided to use a
combination of Canvas discussions
and activities and Teams meetings
to host a high school virtual book
club! Including students from
Nottingham, Henninger, ITC and
PSLA at Fowler (Corcoran students
have already started Project Lit as a
book club), the group began meeting
virtually in January, discussing the
book Children Of Blood and Bone by
Tomi Adeyemi, which was provided
by the District either as an eBook,
audiobook or in hard copy, based on
student preference.

“I enjoyed having a safe space to hang out with my friends
and [school librarian] Mr. Sohoski,” Sammi explained. “I
joined the virtual book club this year with my friends to
have the opportunity to be exposed to new stories and
to be able to talk about them. With our current situation,
I have so much gratitude toward
our librarians for creating a similar
environment.”
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6-Week Enrichment & Academic
Program Beginning July 6
This summer, strengthen your math and
reading skills, get outside and get active,
choose from a variety of enrichment activities,
and prepare for next school year.
Credit recovery available for grades 9-12. Open to
grades PK-12 and special education. Virtual and inperson options will be offered.

syracusecityschools.com/summer
>> Share your questions, comments or
concerns 24/7 using the Let’s Talk tool
at www.syracusecityschools.com

