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SCSD Students, Staff Take 		
Part in Mock Election
As America headed to the polls to vote in the 2020 Presidential
election, SCSD students and staff showed their civic readiness
by taking part in the District’s annual mock election.
“Mock elections are a wonderful
opportunity to prepare students
for civic readiness,” Nottingham
U.S. History and SUPA American
History Teacher Don Little
explained. “Voting as we examine
this current election is an
extraordinary responsibility. More
than 100 million people voted
before election day. How awesome
is that! It really doesn’t matter who
they voted for… Democracy is clearly
the big winner. How exciting!”
All Social Studies teachers, grades
K-12, were invited to present
lessons relating to the election and
related issues. Many saw this mock
election as an opportunity to bring
learning to life and engage students
in the voting process from start to
finish.

Lincoln Social Studies Teacher
Nick Luppino said he led lessons
on registering to vote, voting
requirements, finding a polling
station, filling out a ballot and
then had students research local
candidates. Students then examined

the current candidates,
comparing ad commercials,
campaign profiles, stump
speeches, rally messages,
campaign promises
and endorsements.
Each student recorded
themselves endorsing
Biden or Trump, noting
three specific campaign
promises that they agreed
with, as well as one demand they
want either candidate to address.
Students spoke about Black Lives
Matter, school funding, Green New
Deal and more… then, they voted.

“On voting day, each student cast
their votes on Google Forms,”
Mr. Luppino said. “They were so
overjoyed to finally do it! This was
the culmination of all their research
and work over the previous three
weeks. I was so proud to see our
total votes for Lincoln Middle
School reach 191. This showed our
students that their teachers were
committed to the election process
and civic engagement as much as
they were in the classroom.”
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Dear Families & Staff,

This continues to be a challenging school year, and I again want to
thank you for your patience and understanding as we work through the
circumstances that result from operating schools during a pandemic! Your
cooperation during the constant changes is greatly appreciated.
I wanted to take a moment to say ‘thank you’ to those who contributed
to various holiday fundraising efforts benefitting our students and
families in the greater Syracuse community. Every year local businesses
and individuals come forward to make sure that everyone is able to
have something special for the holidays. The generosity and kindness is
overwhelming and we appreciate all the support.

These challenging times have again shown us the strength and support
of our SCSD community. In this newsletter, you will learn about the
many ways our students have benefitted from the generosity of their
community. Students at Grant Middle School received desks at home
thanks to Operation Northern Comfort, and Dr. Weeks students received
at-home desk makeovers thanks to a school attendance initiative.

Staff are finding unique ways to engage their students during these times
of remote and hybrid learning: Meachem staff have offered virtual book
readings, ELMS students have been virtually hiking the Adirondacks, PSLA
students have been making vision boards and more. We appreciate our
dedicated staff for these efforts!
Finally, I hope you will find some useful resources inside. From librarians
offering virtual tech assistance to Physical Education teachers sharing tips
to help keep your family fit even in these winter months, there are quite
a few resources here to help you. As always, if you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact us by visiting syracusecityschools.com/
LetsTalk! I hope the New Year brings you health and happiness.
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Sincerely,
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22
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Librarians Provide Tech Assistance
& Guidance to SCSD Families
Remote and hybrid learning have brought about challenges for
students, staff and families alike… but SCSD librarians are finding
ways to help address and overcome those challenges.
SCSD librarians organized a district wide schedule so that both
an elementary and secondary librarian are available virtually from
8:00 am - 3:40 pm Monday through Friday. Students and parents/
guardians can book an appointment to get support during those
times. In addition to the technology support, the secondary and
elementary librarians are also offering two family CoVideo Chats
a month.
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Sign up for virtual help!

Visit syracusecityschools.com > COVID-19
Information > Digital Tools & Resources. Follow the
‘Book Virtual Assistance’ links.

Student & Staff Spotlights
Nottingham Senior
Participates in All
State Vocal Jazz
Ensemble
Nottingham senior
vocalist Peyton Steele
was recently selected as
one of only 24 students in New York
State to participate in the (virtual) All
State Vocal Jazz Ensemble. He learned
collegiate level Vocal Jazz repertoire
to record and present for the New
York State School Music Association
conference in December.

as Victoria Kingsley, Christopher
Sheridan, Antonio Sustache,
and Eliza Velazquez (Electrical
Technology)! Thanks to the head start
of the P-TECH program in high school,
these students earned their degrees
from OCC in just three semesters. They
will now choose to continue their
studies further or enter the workforce.
Good luck, scholars!

Congratulations to
Anita Khamtan
and Miguel Perez
(Mechanical
Technology), as well

PSLA at Fowler NJROTC Cadet In
Running for Scholarship
Eidae Mi, a senior in the PSLA at
Fowler NJROTC program, has advanced
in the process to potentially receive the

P-TECH Students Earn OCC
Degrees
Six former ITC students have recently
earned their Associate’s degree
from OCC by completing the six-year
Pathways in Technology Early College
High School (P-TECH) program.

Corcoran Student
Named Coca
Cola Scholarship
Semifinalist
Corcoran student
Madison Reynolds
has been selected as one
of 1,609 semifinalists being considered
to receive a $20,000 Coca-Cola college
scholarship. She has been selected
from 99,000 applicants!

Daughters of the American Revolution
Good Citizen Scholarship! Eidae is the
Cadet Company Commander (highest
position) and has attained the rank
of cadet lieutenant junior grade.
She spent many hours to ensure her
application was done correctly and
professionally, and also completed a
timed, proctored essay. Good luck to
you, Cadet Mi!

Henninger Administrator Receives
Education Award
Henninger Vice Principal Corey
Hepburn has received the Seven Pearls
Excellence in Education
award, recognizing
his outstanding
leadership in the
school building,
classroom and
through social-emotional
support. The award was presented
at the Theta Omega Sigma Chapter of
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.’s 98th
Founders’ Day Virtual Scholarship
Fundraiser.

SCSD Students Spotlighted for Hard Work & Dedication

Lydia Bonhardt, Meachem Elementary
(2nd grade)
Nominated by teacher Kristen Duffy

“Lydia excitedly signs onto Teams
meetings daily! She is always ready to
learn and participate in our instruction.
Her positive attitude is contagious and energizing.”
Joseph Nibizi, Grant Middle 		
(7th grade)
Nominated by ELA teacher Mandi Oltz

“Joseph goes above and beyond in
everything that he does. Joseph is
meticulous about turning in assignments
that showcase his best work. He is a

More spotlights on Facebook!
facebook.com/SyracuseCitySchools

tremendous self-advocate and will do amazing things in
the future!”
Carlos Nixon, Henninger High School
(12th grade)
Nominated by Vice Principal Corey
Hepburn and the school’s administrative
team

“Carlos exemplifies leadership and
perseverance. During these most challenging
times, he managed to his increase performance scores
in class. He has exceptional attendance and participates
in extracurricular activities, and he collaborates with
teachers and staff to increase ways to engage his peers
in learning!”
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We are so proud of the ways students are taking initiative and
persisting through the challenges of remote and hybrid learning!
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High School News
PFLA Students Earn Lynx Love Tickets, 			
Create Positive School Community
PFLA students are creating a positive school atmosphere thanks to a new
initiative called Lynx Love Tickets. Created by principal Maggie Taru,
staff can give a Lynx Love ticket to students that they see are trying hard,
helping each other, doing their assignments and being prepared.
Students can use the
tickets in a virtual school
store to purchase items
such as baseball hats
with the school logo,
paparazzi jewelry, t-shirts,
basketballs, footballs and
other sports equipment,
face masks and lanyards
and more.

“I am hoping
that this initiative
impacts students’
attendance as well
as their behavior and
their care for each
other,” Principal Taru
explained.
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Henninger Students
Delve Into Visual and
Performing Arts through
SU Partnership
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Thanks to a collaboration with
Syracuse University, about 50
Henninger students interested
in Visual and Performing Arts
careers have been taking part
in a conference series to help
them learn more about the
opportunities available to
them. The
collaboration,
organized by
SU’s Dr. James
Haywood
Rolling, Jr.,
included virtual
Zoom chats,
as well as a
planned Spring
workshop and
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Two PSLA Seniors Earn
Professional Drone
Certification

Congratulations to PSLA at Fowler
High School seniors Belal Hamad and
Yohan Trteizio! Through the Remotely
Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) Career
& Technical Education (CTE) program,
both students officially passed the Part
107 exam – a commercial remote pilot
certification – becoming the first students
in the SCSD RPAS program to do so, and
giving them the opportunity to earn
compensation as a commercial Unmanned
Aircraft pilot!
Following their high school graduation,
Belal and Yohan plan to put their skills to
use. Belal hopes to become an Astronaut
and saw the RPAS program as a stepping
stone.

Anistine was the first to cash in
on the Virtual Lynx Love Store!

Summer Art
Portfolio Prep
Course and
was intended
to engage with
Henninger
student artists
about habits of mind, leading
a creative life and the artistic
opportunities available at SU.

Yohan hopes to pursue a career in
mechanical or aerospace engineering and
has applied to several colleges that offer
those programs, including Cornell and
Syracuse University.

“I’ve always had an interest in machinery,”
Yohan said. “I do hope to work with drones
in the future because they are versatile
and are already being integrated into
many work forces. I am also interested
in the environment, but it is not doing so
good right now. Drones and engineering
can go hand in hand, and I feel like they
can play a major role in saving the planet
from irreversible climate damage.”

Henninger art students said the
series has helped renew their own
interest in the arts.
“I learned that art could be a
way of expressing ourselves in a
variety of ways
and all it takes
is practice to
be a master,”
junior Rogayah
Alamarie said.
“I am very

Congratulations and best of luck to Belal
and Yohan as they continue their work in
the RPAS field and beyond!

interested in the summer program
available at Syracuse University. It is
a chance to be engaged with young
artists, and being part of this series
will lead to a great life ‘art lesson!’”

Nottingham Students Enjoy
Classic Films in ‘Film Society’
The 1945 classic ‘And Then There
Were None.’ Alfred Hitchcock’s 1954

thriller ‘Rear Window.’ Gidget. Gigi. My
Fair Lady. Gone With the Wind. To Sir
With Love. The list goes on.
In the Nottingham Film Society,
students join together each Friday
to watch a classic film. This year, the
group has been meeting virtually,
via Teams. But the camaraderie
that comes from the shared viewing
experience is still the same.

“I’m just excited to start watching
movies again,” senior Sinead Feeney
O’Connor said of the Film Society’s
Teams viewings. “I really love movies
and it’s a fun thing to do on a Friday, to
watch movies and relax after a whole
week of school.”
What a great way to help expand
students’ horizons and give them a
glimpse into entertainment history!

PK-8th Grade News
Meachem Families Engage through Virtual
Reading
Families at Meachem Elementary have been enjoying a
special treat: the ability to virtually read with teachers in
the school!

Each teacher recorded themselves reading a book for
families to view, and videos were compiled online. This
Literacy Engagement project was inspired by the school’s
traditional in-person Literacy Night event.

“Literacy Night is such a beloved evening for our families
and really helps set the tone for teacher and parents as
partners in developing student literacy throughout the
year,” Principal Katie Moulton explained. “We knew we
couldn’t do our typical in person make and take activities,
so I thought there would be no better way to help connect
staff and families at home than through a giant virtual read
aloud!”

Lincoln 8th grade ELA/AVID students
in Madeleine Goc’s class have been
enjoying the opportunity to delve deep
into course topics this year thanks to
some creative lessons.
In their identity unit, they did a lot
of journal writing to reflect on the
themes of each story and find their
personal connections with each
character. They read and analyzed
For Every One by Jason Reynolds, and
students wrote their own poems/
letters of advice to dreamers, each
based on their personal experiences

Students have shared how much they have loved ‘visiting’
their old teachers, and parents have shared that they
appreciate the project being something they can re-visit at
their own pace without having to ‘tune in’ at a specific time.

when trying to achieve their dreams.
Some students even took it a step
further and created multimodal
renditions of their poems, including
spoken word recordings and videos!

“In our classroom, we’ve been using
creative writing to look deeper into
texts, build connections between the
content we’re learning and the world
around us, and we’re making our
voices heard,” Ms. Goc explained.

STEAM at Dr. King students have
been engaging in hands-on science
learning!

While studying solids and liquids in
science, students watched a video

STEAM at Dr. King Students
Learn by Doing
Thanks to video lessons from WCNY
and creative lessons planned by
kindergarten teacher Ms. Kreinheder,
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Lincoln Students Get Creative
with ELA Assignments

Want to watch Meachem teachers sharing stories?
Visit bit.ly/MeachemLiteracyReadings
(Above: Mrs. Baxter reading I am Enough.)
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from WCNY that gave an introduction
to the concepts. Then, in class, the
students talked about mixing solids
with liquids and predicting what
would happen. By using a Ziplock bag
and Skittles, students drew a picture
to predict what would happen when
the Skittles were put in water. Then, an
experiment was conducted!

“I think hands-on experiments coupled
with the WCNY videos allows the kids
to learn by doing,” Ms. Kreinheder
said. “When students are engaged with
their hands and their minds, they are
more focused and excited to learn in
my classroom!”
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ELMS Student Virtually Hike
Adirondack High Peaks

ELMS students have been virtually
climbing the 46 Adirondack High Peaks,
thanks to a creative lesson organized
by Health/Physical Education teachers
Dan Newton and Brett Cataldi.
As part of the school-wide virtual
expedition, students were given an
exercise playlist with corresponding
videos that they completed in PE class.
The exercises have a conversion into
a certain amount of steps, which is
dependent on the amount of exercises
they complete. Students track their
steps and enter them into an online
step collector. Every two weeks, steps
are tallied and the students explore
how many mountains they were able
to climb. Mr. Newton and Mr. Cataldi
provide video updates throughout the
process to keep students engaged.
“It is our hope that this school wide
expedition will drive home the
importance of movement
and physically activity,
especially in these
times of excess screen
time,” Mr. Newton
explained.

Montessori at LeMoyne
Students Learn Virtually with
Document Cameras
Students at Montessori at LeMoyne
are used to receiving 1:1 lessons, side
by side, often manipulating small
objects and other materials. This
presented a challenge during hybrid
and remote learning – but Montessori
teachers like Jordan Myers have
found a creative work-around.
“We are using document cameras
to show students a birds-eye view
of our lessons and work,” Ms. Myers
explained. In Seesaw, for example,
she has been sharing birds-eye view
lessons and making activities where
students can move
and drag pictures
of Montessori
materials.

“This is the closest thing to students
moving the materials in the
classroom,” she added. “I have been
making lessons with the ‘I do, we do,
you do’ format with a video lesson, a
screencast of myself doing the Seesaw
lesson, and then the activity for the
children to complete themselves.”

Dr. Weeks Students Earn
‘Virtual Home Makeover’

With about half of Dr. Weeks students
learning remotely this school year,
staff found that many lack a true
learning space while working at home.

Thanks to a unique attendance
initiative, staff have offered a virtual
home makeover to students who
participate in lessons regularly.
Winning students receive a desk, lamp,
backpack and school supplies. Two
students will be selected for virtual
space makeovers each quarter. What
a great incentive to help students stay
engaged in their learning!

Ed Smith Virtual Coffee with
Principal Events

Ed Smith families have had a
monthly opportunity to come
together – virtually – for a coffee
with Principal Sam Barber
this year. Hosted by the Office
of Family Engagement and
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the Ed Smith PTO, at the virtual events,
families are given the opportunity to
ask questions, voice concerns, and
have an open discussion with the
Principal and each other.
“Robust family engagement is a
hallmark of the school culture at Ed
Smith, and this event is one way to
maintain the school’s strong sense of
community, even though
families cannot gather in
person,” Office of Family
Engagement Program
Aide Emily Hart-Gorman
explained.

Twenty families participated in the
first “Coffee with the Principal” in
November, discussing everything from
COVID testing procedures and remote
learning challenges to STAR testing,
parent/teacher communication,
specials like orchestra and more.

Van Duyn Students Stay
Motivated with Virtual Pets

In a regular school year, students at
Van Duyn are accustomed to earning
white and green “Champs,” which they
can use to purchase prizes from the
school store. Students loved setting
a goal and earning their Champs to
purchase items they had been eyeing.

Due to the hybrid and remote learning
this year, however, this has been
difficult. Fourth grade teacher Ms.
Huynh-Boyle came up with a creative
work-around: a special incentive
within her virtual classroom! Utilizing
Seesaw and Class Dojo, she created a
virtual world that allows the students
to create their own virtual pets.
Throughout the school day, students
earn Dojo points for different acts,
like being kind, turning in work,
collaborating in small groups and
more. At the end of the day, they can
trade in their points for any of the
materials in the virtual shop – from
toys to food and more, which they can
add to their pet’s virtual room.
“This incentive gives kids an
immediate feeling of success at the
end of each day,” she added. “I just
wanted my kids to love school again!
They absolutely love this.”

Giving
Thanks
#SCSDGivesThanks for
Our Facilities Staff

We are proud of the entire SCSD team for
their hard work and dedication during this
challenging school year. Here, we highlight
several SCSD Facilities team members, who
go beyond the call of duty every day to keep
our schools and offices clean and safe places
to learn and work. We appreciate you!

Delaware Custodial Team

Ron Kempney, Frazer

“Ron is always going above
and beyond to make sure that
the staff and students are well
taken care of. He is diligent
about his work and takes great
pride in making Frazer look great.”

Bobby Darisaw, Henninger

“Mr. Darisaw demonstrates
excellence in service and a
willingness to go above and
beyond. He responds to the
building’s needs with a smile and
positively engages the school community.
He is a self-starter and looks for ways
to add value to the look and feel of the
building.”

Grant Students Receive Desks for
Working at Home
Some students at Grant Middle School recently
received a special gift at home: a new desk.
Grant teacher Maggie Vadala
was contacted by a friend who
volunteers with Operation
Northern Comfort, asking if she
knew of students who might be
in need of a nice, new home work
space in these times of hybrid
learning. Ms. Vadala happily
responded, delivering desks to 24
students at their homes.
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“Wieslaw, Desiree, Patrick, Warren
and Roy are a fabulous team. They work
incredibly hard to keep our school clean,
safe and impeccable. They go above and
beyond for students and staff and are
always willing to assist any of us at any
time, with a smile on their faces.”

“I will do almost anything for our
students,” Ms. Vadala said. “They
were so surprised that we were
actually at their houses delivering
the desks… we were all humbled.”
#SCSDGivesThanks to the
volunteers at Operation Northern
Comfort for their generosity!
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With hybrid learning limiting normal physical education time in schools and
the cold Syracuse winters limiting time outdoors, staying physically active
in the colder months can be a challenge! SCSD Physical Education teachers
have shared some of their favorite tips, activities and resources to help you
and your children stay active together inside this winter.
“Just because it’s cold
out doesn’t mean you
have to stay inside! Dress
warmly, in layers, with
a hat, scarf, mittens or
gloves and boots. Then,
go for a walk or a jog.
Make a snowman, snow
fort or snow angel. Go
sledding. Chase bubbles.
Go to a playground, play
tag or kick a soccer ball.
If you’re staying inside,
clear some space in your

home for active play, put
on music and dance. Set
up an obstacle course
or jumping area with
cushions and pillows,
or use tape to make a
hopscotch pattern on the
floor!” —Tom Rotundo,
McCarthy School
at Beard Physical
Education Teacher
“One of the resources we
have been using here at

Brighton Academy is the
website darebee.com.
The site has a plethora
of workouts for students
to choose from with a
varying difficulties and
equipment needs. Many
of the workouts can be
done at home with little
or no equipment!”
—Michael Spier,
Brighton Academy
Physical Education
Teacher

