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ITC Students Use Video Portal to
Make Friends in South Africa

their national anthem in multiple
languages, and it inspired me. It has
also helped me to see that there is a
universal language among students!
Even with a slight language barrier, we
all have fun, talking about photography,
fashion, and pop culture.”
Serenity added that she loves learning
new languages – she is currently
learning Russian and German. The
connection with her new friends in
South Africa has inspired her to try
to learn Xhosa, categorized as a click
language, which is one of the main
languages in South Africa!

Photo credit: Courtney White from Syracuse University.

Each morning, as students in ITC’s Media Lab work through
their morning routine of reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and
creating their Morning News Show, they’re being watched.

O

n an 86-inch monitor in their
classroom, the students are
connected live with learners
from the Joza Youth Hub, located in
South Africa – where those students
are just ending their day. Together,
they journal, observe each other,
and most importantly, connect. The
students – located oceans apart – have
bonded over everything from movies,
computers, fashion and hairstyles to
climate and time differences, and more.

Thanks to Syracuse University’s Ken
Harper, associate professor of visual
communications and director of the
Center for Global Engagement at
the S.I. Newhouse School of Public

Communications – and funding from
several foundations – this ‘Syracuse
to South Africa Portal’ was formed. As
the partnership develops, students in
Syracuse will be paired up with students
in Makhanda, South Africa for one-onone conversations about their lives.

Students have also carried what they’ve
learned from their South African
counterparts into their regular media
class, using these new experiences to
start conversations about racism and
the civil rights movements in the United
States and South Africa – celebrating
the diverse school environment that
they get to experience here in Syracuse.

We’re proud of these ITC students for
engaging in this unique opportunity and
becoming #SCSDCivicReady!

ITC junior Serenity Baxter said the
experience has piqued her curiosity,
allowing her to gain a perspective
beyond her own community and her
own country.

“This program has given me a different
perspective by opening me up to
different cultures,” Serenity shared.
“The learners in South Africa performed
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

IMPORTANT DATES
March 2022

Dear Families,

20 First Day of Spring

The signs of spring are starting to appear – another graduation will
be here before we know it! Until then, we will continue to celebrate
all the good that our students continue to achieve each and every day.

In this newsletter, you will learn about exciting partnerships – like
one with Syracuse University that allowed Ed Smith students to
engage in a series of virtual philosophy workshops; or another that
has partnered ITC media students with learners in South Africa via a
live video portal! You will see how MOST staff have gone above and
beyond to bring their hands-on science lessons right to our SCSD
classrooms. You will learn about positive initiatives – like a positive
‘referral’ program at Franklin that highlights students for their good
behaviors; or the Building HER program at Delaware that helps girls
build their self-esteem.
We are proud to show off the ways our students are giving back:
Clary students made sandwiches for We Rise Above the Streets, and
SCSD volleyball players raised money for Making Strides Against
Breast Cancer. A group of ITC Varsity football players led so many
positive service efforts within the community that they were even
recognized with this year’s Unsung Hero Award!

Of course, you will also learn about the ways our students continue
to excel, including through earning college scholarships, art awards,
academic achievements and more. In this issue, you’ll hear how
Henninger students have become published illustrators, helping
with an alumna’s book; and how PFLA students themselves become
published authors. There is no limit to what our students can achieve!
Sincerely,

21 Spring JV/Varsity Athletics
Begin
23 BOE Work Session
25 High School Marking
Period 3 Ends
26 SCSD Educational Foundation
Recognition Breakfast
28 BOE Work Session
29-31 NYS ELA Assessment,
Grades 3-8

April 2022
4 Spring Modified Athletics
Begin
5 High School Report Card
8 Elementary and
Middle School Marking
Period 3 Ends
8 BOE Audit Committee
11-15 Spring Recess
19 Superintendent’s Parent
Council Meeting
19-29 NYSESLAT
20 BOE Finance Work Session
25 BOE Work Session
26-28 NYS Math Assessment,
Grades 3-8
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27 BOE Work Session
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Student & Staff Spotlights
SCSD Seniors Receive Full-Ride College Scholarships
We’re proud of our #SCSDCollegeReady Class of 2022 seniors! Here’s some good news
featuring four seniors – all of whom participate in the Le Moyne College Upward Bound
program: Henninger senior Teosha Williams was recently named a QuestBridge
Finalist, recognized for her academic achievements.

Three other SCSD seniors matched to colleges through QuestBridge, meaning they have
received a full-ride scholarship to attend! Congratulations to Corcoran senior Brianna
Hall, who has matched with Bowdoin College; Corcoran senior Chadani Timsina, who
has matched with Dartmouth College; and Nottingham senior Jamal Aden, who has
matched with Boston College. We can’t wait to hear what great things these soon-to-be
graduates will continue to achieve!
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Two SCSD Students Qualify for
Final Round of CNY Spelling Bee

Ed Smith 8th grader
Nagi Aitbayeva
and Syracuse Latin
6th grader Samuel
Benjamin were
among 20 Central
New York students
who qualified for
the final round of
The Post-Standard/
Syracuse.com
Spelling Bee in early
March! They won
their school spelling
bee and a regional spelling bee to
qualify. We’re so proud of their spelling
skills and their hard work!

Nottingham Student Athlete Joins
1,000 Point Club

Nottingham High School student
athlete Tayahja Scott,
who plays basketball
on the Henninger
team, has officially
joined the 1,000 point
club, having scored
her 1,000th point
in her basketball career. Tayahja is the
second student on a Henninger team to
achieve this milestone. Congratulations!

Scholastic Art Competition

Six SCSD students – representing
Corcoran, Henninger
and Nottingham – have
received a total of 14
awards in this year’s CNY
Scholastic Art Awards!

Congratulations to
Corcoran student Skylar Bush (2
Honorable Mentions); Nottingham
students Camille Ouimette-Garza
(Silver Key Portfolio, including a Gold
Key for Liberty Burning and Silver Key
for Dora), Allan Gomez (2 honorable
mentions in Digital Art) and Selaci
Butoto (Gold Key Painting); and
Henninger students Manal Alghazeer
(Honorable Mention in Drawing;
Silver Key in Digital Art) and Mellina
DeSilvio (2 Silver Keys in Drawing;
Honorable Mention in Drawing; and
Gold Key in Portfolio). Mellina is the
first SCSD student in recent memory to
receive a Gold Key for her portfolio!

Camille Ouimette
Selaci Butoto Garza - Nottingham Nottingham

Skylar Bush Corcoran

Manal Alghazeer Henninger

These students’ work was judged
alongside 4,000 works submitted by
more than 100 middle and high schools
from across 14 counties. We are proud
of these talented artists!
Mellina DeSilvio - Henninger

SCSD Students Recognized in

Alumni Spotlight

SCSD Schools Attended: HW Smith, Levy,

Henninger (‘02)

College: St. Bonaventure University

(Bachelors of Business Administration)
Career Path: I joined the Fire Academy

in August of 2011. I was promoted to
Lieutenant in May 2021, making me the
First Black Female Lieutenant in the
history of the Syracuse Fire Department.
In January 2019, I was elected as
Commissioner of Education for the
Syracuse City School District, and in May
2021, I was voted in as Vice President of
the School Board.

The coolest thing about my job is… I get to

help people in their time of need.

The most valuable thing I learned in school
is… Hard work pays off. You cannot be

upset if you don’t get the results you want
from the work you didn’t put in.
I’m proud to be a SCSD graduate because…

We have a strong alumni network that
understands the importance of coming
back and pouring into the community that
helped us all be successful. We are the
change we would like to see.
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Lieutenant Tamica L. Barnett

One piece of advice I’d give to SCSD students
is… Get it done, no excuses.

SCSD NEWS
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PK-8th Grade News

“He is always willing to help his peers or teacher. I
know I can count on him to be a leader for others!”

“She pushes herself to be the best she can be. She
always puts 100% into her assignments and she is a
great role model for her peers.”

Each week, teachers are encouraged to submit
positive notes like this about student behavior. The
notes are shared with administrators, with a different
grade level being called to the main office each day.
When students arrive, the administrator reads the
notes aloud, letting students know why they were
called to the office. Then, it’s time to call the parent or
guardian! While on speakerphone, the administrator
reads the note again, while students in the office
cheer and applaud for each other.

Franklin Students Recognized for Positive
Behaviors with Administrative Calls Home
More and more this year, students at Franklin
are being called to the Principal’s office for their
behavior – their positive behavior, that is!

“It made me feel great about being a student here,” fifth
grade student Nicholas shared. “I am proud of myself
for doing great in science. My mom felt so happy!”
“It brings tears to my eyes to see how excited the kids
are to call home,” Principal Kim Coyne said. “Phone
calls from the office are not always positive, so this
is a chance for students to be recognized by the
administrators and a chance for families to hear how
proud we are of their child.”

Delaware Students Gain Self Esteem and
Sisterhood through Building HER Program
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young women in fourth
through eleventh grade
across more than nine
City schools, as well as
surrounding districts.
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“The girls in our district need something.”
A few years ago, Delaware Primary
School Principal Moshiena Faircloth
had this thought as she heard about
the Building Men Program’s success.
A short time later, she had created
a not-for-profit, Building HER, not
affiliated with the Syracuse City School
District, which serves hundreds of
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The group meets each
week to promote
leadership and
stewardship. Bimonthly,
they conduct a community
service project – focusing
on an area in the
community that the girls
would like to serve. The idea is to help
the young women – regardless of their
interests – feel accepted and supported.

A community Building HER program
meets at St. Lucy’s each week, while
4th grade girls at Delaware Primary
School enjoy the program as part of
their after school program each week.
The school group follows a curriculum

that is focused on positivity and
leadership, touching on new topics
each month, from health and wellness,
personal hygiene, and life skills to
social-emotional health and more.

“My favorite thing about the Building
HER program is the friendship,”
Anna’Leah Tarbell said. “We’ve
learned about being nice and sweet
and respectful and it’s helped me make
friends. I’ve also learned to help my
anger by taking a deep breath and
calming down. Making a vision board
has been my favorite part – I showed
how when I grow up, I want to be an
astronaut so I can see the whole
entire world!”

Any 4th – 11th grade girl interested
in participating in the public Building
HER program – or anyone in serving
as a volunteer or mentor for the girls
in the program – can find the group on
Facebook @BuildingHERInc. Meeting
dates and times are posted there, and
any girl is welcome to attend a meeting.

Clary Students Give Back to
Community Organization

MOST Staff Bring Lessons to Schools
After Pandemic Cancels Field Trips

Clary students in
Sorcha Ingersoll’s
class recently
completed a bottle
and can drive in
which they raised
money to donate
food to families in
need. They also
used proceeds
to make bagged
lunches for We Rise
Above the Streets!

“It’s important for
students to help
others in need,” Ms.
Ingersoll shared of the class’ service-based project. “Their
biggest takeaway was coming together as a class in order to
make the meals. They were extremely helpful and kind to
one another, ensuring they were all doing their part!”

Ed Smith Students Learn Critical
Thinking through Philosophy
Workshops

What makes me the
person I am?
What distinguishes
knowledge from
opinion?
How should we
determine which
rules to live by?

“It was nice to discuss these things,” 8th grader Nagi
Aitbayeva shared. “They’re things we don’t pay attention
to everyday and it was nice to focus on them for a little bit.
My favorite discussion was about animal ethics. It gave me
different insight into what other people think about these
topics… it gave me a different perspective.”

“I enjoyed these discussions because philosophy makes you
go deeper into everything,” 7th grader Maria Triana added.
“Everything has a deeper meaning than we usually think. It’s
made me question a lot!”

Each year, SCSD Pre-K, 4th grade and 8th grade students
enjoy a trip to the Museum of Science and Technology
(MOST), where they are invited to participate in hands-on
STEM learning. For many, it’s a highlight of the year.

This year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the annual field
trips were cancelled. But thanks to a committed team of
MOST educators, students weren’t disappointed; instead,
the museum staff brought STEM learning straight to their
classrooms!
Fourth grade students enjoyed rotating through four
different stations within their classroom, learning about
dinosaurs, space, bugs and inclined planes.

“My favorite part of the MOST visit was the dinosaurs
and fossils,” McKinley-Brighton student Jay’Odassi
Daniels shared. “I got to touch a scorpion and a skull and
[fossilized] poop!”

“My favorite part was learning about the planets because it
was crazy to see how much stuff there is out in space and
how big the universe is,” Seymour fourth grader Jayden
shared. “I liked learning the names of all the things like the
asteroids and moons.”

Teachers said it was clear that the hands-on learning helped
spur students’ interest in science and technology.

“Students were engaged the whole time,” Franklin teacher
Dorota Mariak explained. “They were asking questions and
making connections to what they already know. It was great
that the MOST was able to bring the field trip to them when
the original plan couldn’t work out. The students cannot
wait to go in person one day!”
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Ed Smith 6th through 8th grade students had the
opportunity to ponder these questions and more in a series
of weekly virtual philosophy workshops, led after school
by members of the Syracuse University Department of
Philosophy. Through the workshops, students discussed
animal ethics, death, and other complex topics, all led by SU
philosophy staff.

“We saw the galaxy and it was so pretty!” Franklin fourth
grader Yordanos exclaimed. “I learned that we can’t live on
Mars because there’s no water there.”
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High School News
STEAM High School
Development
Progresses,
Thanks to
Community Input
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Central New York’s first Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and
Mathematics (STEAM) High School
is progressing in its development,
thanks to continuing curriculum
planning that has been shaped
by local community members
and businesses. The school aims
to become a local “employability
incubator,” creating pathways
for students to study areas of
professional interest that will
ultimately prepare them with the
skills needed for employment upon
graduation. The school will welcome
students from the City of Syracuse,
as well as from surrounding
suburban districts.
In response to a recent community
business and industry needs
assessment – conducted in
partnership with workforce
development agencies in Syracuse
including CenterState CEO,
MACNY and others – areas of local
employment need were identified.
STEAM school pathways for students
will be centered around these needs,
training students in the fields of
entrepreneurship, construction
management, robotics and animation,
and data analytics – each area
will provide students with several
pathway choices.

“We looked at what Syracuse is
lacking… what the need is here in
Syracuse in terms of the workforce,”
SCSD Director of Career and Technical
Education Bruno Primerano
explained. “This community
assessment showed certain areas that
we really wanted to focus on in our
STEAM school programming.”
To start the 2021-22 school year,
the SCSD Department of Career
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and Technical Education hosted six
curriculum planning meetings to
help shape the instruction that will
take place in the new school. Each
planning meeting focused on one area
of local employment need and offered
local business leaders the opportunity
to share their input on what skills
and knowledge base would be critical
to students’ employment in those
related fields.

“What do students need to know and
what do students need to be able to

do?” Career and Technical Education
Programs Coordinator Nick Lisi
added. “There’s no one better than the
professionals in these industries to tell
us that! Then, we synthesize that and
figure out how we can best work it
into a 9th-12th grade curriculum.”

Learn more about each of the
pathways that will be offered in
the STEAM school – and how they
will benefit students as they seek
employment – by visiting http://www.
syracusecityschools.com/steam!

PFLA Students Become Published Authors
In the fall, 13 Promising
Futures Leadership
Academy (PFLA)
students in Erin Clarke’s
English classes wrote
stories for a national
writing contest, run by
the Young Writers USA
company. They were
recently notified that their submissions were selected for publication!

The contest, called “Unsolved – Mystery and Mayhem,” challenged students
to write a suspenseful mini-saga, a story in just about 100 words, about
an unsolved crime. Congratulations to Jacob Salomone, Jaylah Bradwell,
Brandon Kelly, Marshall Hildenbrand, Crystal Kelly, Kevious Jones,
Harrison Walker, Shelby Taylor-Castrapel, Elise Jones, Ciara Read,
Brielle Castrapel, Aqua Williams and Rebecca Taylor-Castrapel on this
honor!
The book featuring the students’ work will be published in late April and
the school will receive a copy to proudly display.

Henninger Students Create Illustrations
for SCSD Alumna’s First Book

Growing up, Paola Benevento grew accustomed to people
struggling to pronounce her name. As a student at Huntington
– and then Henninger, where she graduated in 2009 – she said
her name caused her a great deal of
anxiety and discomfort.

Thanks to a SUPA English class
in her high school years, Paola
discovered her love for writing – a
passion that she pursued in college.
Now a teacher in the Bronx, Paola’s
love for writing, combined with her
personal experiences growing up
and a passion for finding solutions,
inspired her to add an additional title to her resume: author!

Her first book, Philomena and the Name Game, is a children’s
picture book that follows the journey of an Italian-HaitianAmerican 4th grader as she accepts her name as a positive
part of her identity.

Seventeen ITC Varsity
football players received
Syracuse University’s 2022
Unsung Hero Award for
the work they’ve done in
the community this year.
The team volunteered at
a Thanksgiving turkey
giveaway; they helped
set up for an annual bike
giveaway at PSLA at Fowler;
they launched Kicks for
Kings, which raised close
to $1,000 in one week to
buy brand-new sneakers,
and other athletic items for
five middle school athletes
who made significant
academic progress; and they
established the Athletes for
Community Engagement
(ACE) Program, in an effort to inspire and celebrate the
academic accomplishments of other young athletes in the
City of Syracuse and encourage them to be actively engaged
in their communities.

The Unsung Hero Award was created to honor Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and is given each year to community
members and Syracuse University students, faculty and
staff who have made positive impacts on the lives of others
but are not widely recognized. Congratulations to Carlos
Almeyda, Aydan Archie, Jordan I. Crouch, Miguel Cruz,
Isaiah A. Goodrich, Shiloh W. Mantock, Gregory O’Selmo,
Prince E. Perry, David Rodriguez, Abraham B. Saywon,
Tre’Juer M. Sledge, Tyshawn Taylor, Nathaniel TeskaPrince, Adrian J. Thornton, Daron Torrence, Avery
Williams and Ashton Williams!

Mario drew all of the characters,
Mellina drew all of the background
and scenery, and Lauren outlined
and colored all of the illustrations.

“When Mrs. Lizzio came to me about
this project, I was immediately excited,” Mellina shared. “I
knew this could be an awesome opportunity for me to work
with new people and complete a job doing something I love.
This book has taught me so much: to push myself, to be
patient, and to better understand perspective.”
The plan is for printing to begin in early 2022!

SCSD Volleyball Tournament Raises
$600 for Breast Cancer Research
#SCSDGivesThanks to everyone who contributed to the
annual fundraiser led by SCSD volleyball teams at the annual
City-City Volleyball Tournament! This year, the teams agreed
to donate money raised at the door to Making Strides Against
Breast Cancer, making a contribution of $600!
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While searching for illustrators, Paola recalled her
childhood friends who had been in the art program at
Henninger High School. She connected with art teacher Ms.
Lizzio, who pitched the opportunity to her art students, and
received great interest from three
student artists: Mario MeledezTellez, Mellina DeSilvio, and
Lauren Cameron.

ITC Varsity Football Players Named
2022 Unsung Heroes
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To build, support and sustain school
communities that provide all students with
a high-quality education that prepares
them to graduate as responsible, active
citizens ready for success in college and
careers and prepared to compete in a
global economy.

VISION

To prepare and inspire all of our students to
innovate locally and contribute globally.
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NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Syracuse City School District hereby advises
students, parents, employees and the general
public that it is committed to providing equal
access to all categories of employment, programs
and educational opportunities, including career
and technical education opportunities, regardless
of actual or perceived race, color, national origin,
Native American ancestry/ethnicity, creed or
religion, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, age,
gender identity or expression, disability or any other
legally protected category under federal, state or
local law.

ENROLL NOW IN YOUR

Child’s School-Based
Health Center!
Syracuse Community Health Center,
Inc. and the Syracuse City School
District offer medical, dental and
mental health services through the
School-Based Health Center Program.
A full range of primary health care
services are available and are
provided whether or not your child has
health coverage. A healthy child is the
key to learning and growing!

Inquiries regarding the District’s non-discrimination
policies should be directed to:
Civil Rights Compliance Officer
Syracuse City School District
725 Harrison Street • Syracuse, NY 13210
(315) 435-4131
Email: CivilRightsCompliance@scsd.us

>> Share your questions, comments or
concerns 24/7 using the Let’s Talk tool at www.
syracusecityschools.com

Students enrolled at
STEAM @ Dr. King, Dr. Weeks,
Delaware Primary, Syracuse STEM at
Blodgett, PSLA at Fowler, HW Smith,
Grant and Franklin are eligible to be
treated during the school day at no
out-of-pocket cost to you!

ENROLL TODAY by visiting www.syracusecityschools.com/SBHC or by
stopping in to your school’s School-Based Health Center or main office.

