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Corcoran Welding Students Use
Skills to Benefit Community
The return to in-person learning
this year hasn’t been easy for some
students. After growing accustomed to
learning in front of a computer screen
last year, many struggled to engage
with learning in person.
Corcoran welding instructor Jose
Ocasio anticipated this challenge. He
spent the summer re-reading the
welding textbook and brainstorming
hands-on lessons that students could
do in the welding lab
to help bring the
curriculum to life.

community: new training equipment
for the school’s football team and
custom basketball carts for the school’s
girls and boys basketball teams.

Senior Jimmie Armstead, who hopes to
join a union straight out of high school
to pursue a career in welding, is a
lineman on the football team and said
the need for a new chute was obvious.
He and his classmates partnered up to
make the equipment, which football
players use to help them learn to tackle.

For his juniors and seniors, he gave
them free range in pitching their
own community-based projects. The
students picked a project, meeting
certain criteria: it had to be useful; it
couldn’t be for personal gain; it had
to be something to benefit or include
the community; and it had to use the
fabrication process.

Students came up with three creative
projects: the first was to benefit
students at Roberts: a memorial bench
to honor a student who had passed
away, while also creating a place for
students to sit while on the playground.
“It feels good knowing I can make
a difference by using my welding
skills,” senior Cadence Wright
shared. “I know the girl’s mom
will be happy about the bench –
it’s something to remember her
by and it will mean something
to her.”

“The chute on our field is old and rusty
and not even,” Jimmie explained. “It
makes marks on our helmets! It
feels good to know that I’m leaving
something behind for my friends to
remember me by. We’re lucky because
not every school has a shop that can
do things like this. This project really
opened my eyes to show me that by
using our welding skills, we can really
make anything we need!”

“It’s been a long road – we’ve
made a lot of errors,”
Kevin Matias shared of
the bench’s intricate
design. “But we
wanted it to look right
in memory of this little
girl. We all worked our
hearts out on it.”
Two other projects
will benefit the
Corcoran athletic
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
IMPORTANT DATES
Dear Families,

Happy New Year! I am already inspired by the exciting things
happening in our buildings this winter, and I hope you will be, too.
In this newsletter, you will read about how Dr. Weeks students are
learning to recognize and control their emotions, thanks to a new
initiative called Dr. Weeks in Action; how ITC students are gaining
workplace experience through an internship at a local business;
how Corcoran welding students are contributing positively to the
community, thanks to creative welding projects; and much more.
It is wonderful to see our students engaging and working hard!
Our students and staff have been recognized for their
achievements, academically and beyond. Henninger and Corcoran
seniors were recognized among Syracuse’s best and brightest;
a Frazer teacher was recognized for his community service and
volunteerism; a PSLA at Fowler student was selected to attend a
national conference for future medical leaders; and a Nottingham
student has advanced in a competition recognizing her public
speaking skills.

SCSD alumni have also been sharing their time to help motivate
current SCSD students. In this issue, you’ll read about a prominent
basketball coach hosting an inspirational event for students
at STEAM at Dr. King, HW Smith and Nottingham; as well as a
prominent journalist connecting with Delaware Primary students.
We are fortunate that our SCSD community extends beyond
the walls of our school buildings. The Syracuse community has
supported our students this winter through various coat drives,
hat and glove giveaways, and more. We have so much to be
thankful for in the Syracuse City School District!
Sincerely,

January 2022
17

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Birthday— No School

18

Superintendent’s Parent Council

19

Board of Education Finance
Work Session— 4:30 PM

21

High School Marking Period 2
Ends

24

Board of Education Work
Session— 4:30 PM

25

Elementary and Middle School
Report Card Distribution

25-28 Regents Exams
26

February 2022
1

High School Report Card
Distribution

9

Board of Education Meeting—
5:30 PM

12

All City Band Concert— 2:00
PM, Corcoran

16

Board of Education Work
Session— 4:30 PM

17

All City Orchestra Concert—
6:30 PM, H.W. Smith

18

Elementary, Middle and High
School Interim Reports

21-25 Winter Recess- No School
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Board of Education Work
Session— 4:30 PM

Board of Education Work
Session— 4:30 PM

Student & Staff Spotlights
PSLA at Fowler Student Selected to Attend Congress of Future Medical Leaders

PSLA senior Rawah Almelhem has been selected to attend the Congress of Future
Medical Leaders, and has been nominated for the Future Medical Leaders Award
of Excellence. Rawah, who plans to attend medical school after college to become a
pediatrician, currently participates in her school’s EMT program. She has had a 4.0
GPA throughout high school, and participates in religious, cultural, and academic
clubs as well. Rawah will attend a virtual convening of medical professionals in March,
where she will have the opportunity to learn about how they have achieved success in
the medical field. Congratulations!
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SCSD Seniors Named Syracuse’s
“Best and Brightest”

Congratulations to Henninger senior
Rayan Mohamed and Corcoran senior
Chadani Timsina
– they were
both named
recipients of
the 2021 Best &
Brightest Award,
sponsored by
The Post Standard.
The students
submitted an
application
with an essay
discussing
challenges they
faced and were
able to overcome,
extracurricular
activities, recommendations, and
more. They were recognized
not just for academics but also
for community service and their
personal story.
Frazer Teacher Recognized with
‘Extra Mile Award’

Frazer teacher Santana Wayne was
recently recognized by Syracuse

Other News

Mayor Walsh with the Extra Mile
Award! The award recognizes Mr.
Wayne for creating positive change
in our community through his extra
mile efforts in
volunteerism and
service.

Mr. Wayne
is a part of
the Advance
Student Resource
Systems where he
volunteers about 2 hours a month
to help students in SCSD. He also
volunteers to oversee and assist
with the Syracuse Soapbox Derby,
the Robotics program and more. In
addition, Mr. Wayne involved Frazer
students and other SCSD students in
the Bags2School program, donating
more than 300 backpacks and school
supplies to students.
Nottingham Student Wins SCSD
Oratorical Contest

Nottingham student Yasmine Kanaan
won the district level contest of the
American Legion Oratorical Contest,
receiving a monetary award from the
Syracuse Teachers Association.

Jan’s commitment to the mission of the Foundation has
been a driving force in its long-term success, and while
much of his work is behind the scenes it is evident in every
event produced and grant awarded. During Jan’s tenure the
Educational Foundation raised and awarded over $900,000
in grants to SCSD teachers and schools. The Foundation’s
Board of Directors and Superintendent Alicea express their
deep appreciation for Jan’s many years of dedication.

“For me, being able to
stand up and give a
speech is a huge honor,”
Yasmine shared. “Having
people care about what
I’m saying and
listen to me
makes me so
grateful to be
in the SCSD.”

“It has been a privilege and honor to support the amazing
teachers and students in Syracuse City Schools”, says Quitzau,
“and I am grateful for the commitment and dedication of the
Foundation’s Board of Directors and volunteers who have
stepped up year after year to raise funds, volunteer at events,
and support the important mission of the Foundation.”
An Interim Administrator has been hired for 2022. Dr. Tanya
Eastman will manage the operational functions of the
Foundation and will lead the Board in refreshing its strategic
plan and organizational structure. Tanya can be reached at
(315) 418-0450 or teastman@scsdfoundation.org
Board President Heidi Hart-Gorman says, “We are extremely
grateful for Jan’s service and contribution to the mission
of the Educational Foundation. We are fortunate to have
someone as skilled as Dr. Eastman to step in and help us
navigate this important transition.”

Find out more at www.scsdfoundation.org.
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Retirement Announcement: Jan Quitzau
The Syracuse City School District
Educational Foundation announces
the retirement of longtime
Foundation Administrator and
Manager Jan Quitzau, effective
December 31, 2021. Jan has
served in the part-time administrator position since 2004
and he continues to serve as Director of Marketing and
Public Relations for the Bousquet Holstein law firm. The
Educational Foundation was started in 2003, and Jan has
been an invaluable asset almost from the very beginning.

Yasmine spoke for 8-10 minutes
about the Constitution and citizens’
duties, sharing how voting is
important to her and how it has
shaped her family’s story – her
father immigrated to America,
and she spoke about how that
experience has impacted her
outlook. Her performance in the
SCSD competition qualifies her to
advance to the County level this
winter, where she hopes to continue
in pursuit of a national scholarship
of $25,000! In preparation, she has
been working with American Legion
representatives to practice her
public speaking.
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PK-8 Grade News
th

8th Grade Students Experience High School Pathways
at Annual CTE Expo
Syracuse Latin had the opportunity to send students to
the Expo for the first time this year, as the first year the
expanded middle school has 8th grade students. At least one
Latin student was impressed by Heidi and her classmates at
the P-TECH table!

“It was a great opportunity to open my eyes to new
possibilities that I didn’t know were out there,” Dayrone
Fleder said. “My favorite part was seeing the different
demonstrations at each table. I found the engineering
program most interesting… engineering could be something
that I pursue. The Expo gave me a lot of perspective and
showed me there are more options and opportunities when
I get to high school.”
“It’s so bizarre,” ITC sophomore Heidi Ly shared as she stood
next to a P-TECH table at this year’s CTE Expo, watching 8th
graders wander by. “I was that 8th grader a few years ago,
and now I’m presenting to them and they are seeing what
their future could be.”
All SCSD 8th graders had the opportunity to experience
the dozens of Career and Technical Education pathways
available to them as high school students, thanks to the
annual SCSD CTE Expo.
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Heidi – and several of her peers – previously attended the
CTE Expo when they were in 8th grade. Now, they act as
student representatives, talking with current 8th graders
about the various programs and pathways.
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“In 8th grade, I was a little overwhelmed by all the programs,”
Heidi, now a P-TECH engineering student, recalled. “I was
always interested in doing hands-on
work and I was looking into
engineering. I remember the
CTE Expo was very cool
because I was able to
relate to someone in the
engineering program.
Now, it’s like seeing mini
version of myself. I told
the 8th graders that
if they are a hands-on
person who likes math and
science, P-TECH could be a
good opportunity for them.”

SCSD NEWS

To learn more about the CTE programs offered in
the Syracuse City School District, visit http://www.
syracusecityschools.com/cte.

Ed Smith Students Host Penny Drive
to Benefit United Way

Ed Smith students in kindergarten through 8th grade
competed against each other to do the most good in
the school’s United Way Penny Wars collection. In total,
students raised more than $945 to benefit the United Way of
Central New York!

Andrea Ellis-Smith, the school’s United Way Coordinator,
said the Penny Wars collection was one of several
schoolwide events to benefit the organization.

“I wanted to create a fun way to involve students and staff,”
Ms. Ellis- Smith explained. “Penny Wars was the culminating
event. Each day during the first ten minutes of school,
students were given the opportunity to donate, with 6th and
8th grade students collecting donations and providing the
building with daily updates.
It really created a stir!
Teachers were able to see
their daily counts and
that created a healthy
competition.”
All participating classrooms
received certificates, with the
winning class – Ms. Mone’s
6th grade class – receiving an
ice cream party. Way to go, Ed
Smith students!

SCSD Students Inspired
by Alumna at ‘Know
Your Worth’ Event
Young women across the Syracuse
City School District recently
enjoyed an inspiring morning of
empowerment, thanks to a special
‘Know Your Worth’ event.
Held in person for HW Smith middle
school students, young ladies from
STEAM at Dr. King and Nottingham
tuned in live on Microsoft Teams.
The students were joined by a
special guest speaker – former
Syracuse University basketball
player, Nottingham alumna, and
acclaimed women’s basketball coach
Felisha Legette-Jack. Coach Jack was
surprised with a recognition from
Syracuse Mayor Ben Walsh just before
she spoke with the students about
the importance of owning their own
voice and becoming the best version
of themselves.
Students had an opportunity to ask
Coach Jack questions, touching on
why she chose to become a basketball
coach, her favorite subject in school,
something she wish she knew when
she was in 8th grade, her key to
success, challenges she has overcome
and more.

Students Learn SocialEmotional Skills Though
‘Dr. Weeks in Action’

Delaware Students
Enjoy Visit from SCSD
Alumna

Students at Dr. Weeks have been
learning social-emotional skills
hands-on, thanks to a schoolwide
initiative called Dr. Weeks in Action.

Fourth and fifth grade girls at
Delaware Primary School enjoyed
a special visit from Nottingham
alumna Natasha Alford – now an
award-winning journalist and Vice
President of Digital Content/Senior
Correspondent at the Grio – thanks to
the City of Syracuse PAL program!

The initiative is intended to help
promote a positive and welcoming
school environment for all students.
Each classroom in the school has
a #DrWeeksinAction sign posted,
and each week, students learn
about various SEL components like
managing their emotions, taking care
of their mental health and more – all
woven into character traits such as
leadership and optimism. Students
engage in ‘turn and talks,’ role playing,
short video clips, read alouds, craft
projects and more to demonstrate
their learning.

“Dr. Weeks In Action means that I
am accountable for my actions and
words,” fourth grader Honesty Woods
said. “I want to make Dr. Weeks a
better school that’s safe and happy for
my friends, my teachers and myself!”
Teachers say they are already seeing
students making positive choices.

“I want you to say an affirmation to
remind yourself of what you can
do,” Ms. Alford told the students.
“Today, your affirmation is, ‘I can do
anything!’”

The students were inspired as they
were told they can do anything they
set their minds to. Ms. Alford spent
time sharing with the students her
dreams as a young girl of becoming
a news reporter, her educational and
work experience, and answering
questions. The young ladies shared
with Ms. Alford their dreams of
becoming a pilot, hair stylist, doctor,
and much more. They discussed what
is hard about being a girl at their age
and how they can help each other live
through their challenges.

#SCSDGivesThanks for the support of the Syracuse community. Firefighters from
Syracuse Fire Department Local 280 I.A.F.F. donated jackets to Webster students
this winter as part of Operation Warm!
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Webster Students Receive Coat Donations
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Roberts Students Love Literacy Thanks
to Student-Led Book Clubs
Advanced readers at Roberts have been given a special
opportunity to further develop their love for literacy:
student-directed book clubs!

Fourth graders in Tessa Seymour’s class were able to choose
from a selection of books to read during their ‘small group
block’ time. Based on the book they selected, students broke
into groups to begin their reading and discussion.

“I like the book clubs because I’m able to read with people I
have things in common with,” student Ariah Scott said.

The students use a calendar to plan their day to day reading;
and as they read, they jot notes on post-its as reminders
of things they’d like to talk about with their group – also
serving as a way to help with their reading comprehension

and get students thinking deeply about the text. Twice a
week, they meet with Ms. Seymour to check in.

“We have group discussions and I use that time to teach
a specific skill or strategy they can use or think about as
they are reading,” Ms. Seymour shared. She has prompted
the students to share their thoughts
on character traits, setting,
secondary characters,
motivations, vocabulary,
actions and more. “When
students are buddy reading
you will often hear a
great deal of conversation
happening about the book!
This organic conversation is
great… that’s
the goal!”

High School News
ITC Students Gain Work Experience
through Local Internship

At M3 Innovation, staff are currently
in the prototyping and early product
launch phase. The students have
assisted in building and testing
wiring harnesses used to power
new sports lights; take apart,
troubleshoot, and rebuild lighting
fixtures; measure and inspect parts;
modify parts mechanically; create
programs and scenes to make
various light effects; and more. They
also helped create a mini football
field and bleachers that were built
for a sales display.

WINTER 2022

Junior Michael Fragola said the
experience has been a nice change
of pace from the normal school day
and has helped inspire him as he
thinks of his future career.
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Six ITC engineering students have
been gaining resume-building work
experience, thanks to their teacher,
Chris Nolan, and his company, M3
Innovation.

SCSD NEWS

While their peers in the ITC P-TECH
program take courses at OCC, these
students have chosen to engage in
workplace experience, learning and
perfecting the skills that may one day
help them land a job.

“It was really fun,” Michael shared.
“Everyone else in the program
wants to do this internship now!
It was nice just to be there in a
work environment. It’s comfortable
working there… it’s not as sterile
as being in a classroom and it
feels like you have the freedom to
work at your own pace. I hope to
modify cars for my career, and the
internship has showed me that I can
do anything – I just have to take the
time, have patience, and work hard.”
“They are pretty proud of what they
have done,” Mr. Nolan explained
of his student interns. “The kids

are having a lot of fun. It’s unique
for them to be exposed to a startup
business at this phase, and they are
thriving! It has really been a win-win.
Our company, and other companies
surrounding us in our shared building,
love having the students there; and
the students can now add actual
work-based experience to their
resumes to help them in the future.”

Thank you to Mr. Nolan and the staff
at M3 Innovation for helping ITC
students put their skills to use and
become career ready through
this internship!

Nottingham Students
Study Local Ecosystem
by Examining Fish

Juniors and seniors in Jaime
Rodriguez’ Natural Resources classes
have been exploring the world of
fish and their adaptations for life
in saltwater or freshwater. They
completed a mapping activity on
salinity and finding the salt front on
the Hudson River; determined which
fish were freshwater and saltwater
fish based on where they were
collected on their map, and more –
all by completing several live fish
observation experiences.

“The students really enjoyed using real
world data from the Hudson River and
especially enjoyed observing live fish,”
Ms. Rodriguez shared.
Eventually, the students will connect
all they have learned to the trout eggs
they will hatch in their classroom, as
well as environmental issues facing
our planet and our local ecosystem!

Alumni Spotlight
Ahmeed Turner
SCSD Schools Attended: HW Smith, Levy, Nottingham (‘95)

College: Cheyney State University of Pennsylvania (Bachelors in
Psychology); Syracuse University (Master’s in Marriage and Family
Therapy); Notre Dame (Master’s in Nonprofit Administration)

Career Path: I have worked for Elmcrest Children’s Center, the Center for
Community Alternatives, St. Luke’s House (Montgomery County Maryland),
City Year Washington DC (Washington DC) and Vera House. I currently work
for Say Yes to Education (Syracuse), where I serve as Executive Director.
The coolest thing about my job is…

making sure students receive the
promise of a tuition guarantee
scholarship!

The most valuable thing I learned in
school is… grades don’t tell the whole

story.

I’m proud to be a SCSD graduate
because…

it helped shape my growth.

One piece of advice I’d give to SCSD
students is… the possibilities

are endless!

To learn more about Say Yes to

Education Syracuse – and how to apply
for your child to receive a Say Yes
scholarship, please visit
https://sayyessyracuse.org/!

C O M IN G

Realtime updates
about your
child’s bus route!
Straight to your
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S O O N TO
SCSD!

mobile device
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To build, support and sustain school
communities that provide all students with
a high-quality education that prepares
them to graduate as responsible, active
citizens ready for success in college and
careers and prepared to compete in a
global economy.

VISION

To prepare and inspire all of our students to
innovate locally and contribute globally.
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Yes!
say

Learn more and
sign up for the
Say Yes newsletter at
SayYesSyracuse.org

Say Yes News:
Financial Aid Deadlines
are Coming Soon
Financial aid helps students and their families
pay for college. All students who want to
qualify for a Say Yes Scholarship must apply
during their senior year of high school for
Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) and if they are attending college
in New York State, the Tuition Assistance
Program (TAP). We recommend getting your
financial aid forms in by February to assist
Say Yes with efficient processing of your
scholarship application.

Getting into College is as Easy as 1-2-3!

1. Apply for Financial Aid after October 15

of your senior year

2. Complete a Say Yes online application

no later than July 1

3. Enroll as a full-time student at a Say Yes
>> Share your questions, comments or
concerns 24/7 using the Let’s Talk tool at www.
syracusecityschools.com

partner college

